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JOURNEY TO PROVINCE TOWN.

LETTER IIL

Groton—Account of the Pequods—War between the Colonists and that tribe—
Gallant attack and destruction of one of their forts by Captain Mason and his
troops—Pursuit of the Pequods to Fairfield, and their final destruction—Death
of Sassacus.

Dear Sir,

GROTON is a township, lying on the Thames about twelve
miles, and on the sound about six or seven. A tract, extending
along the sound through the whole breadth of the township, and
another, a mile wide, along the Thames, extending through the
whole length of the township, are rich and pleasant. The re-
mainder is generally very stony, difficult of cultivation, and to a
great extent forested. The soil of Groton is better fitted for
grass than for grain. Several of the farms are cultivated by ten-
ants.

The inhabitants carry on some commerce upon the Thames,
from the shore immediately opposite to New-London; and at
Packer’s ferry on the Mystic; a mill-stream, which separates
Groton from Stonington. At each of these places there is a small
village. That, which was opposite to New-London, was princi-
pally burnt by the British troops in Arnold’s expedition. The
damage was estimated at $78,390. It is now chiefly re-built.
Throughout the rest of the township, plantations, thinly scatter-
ed, are formed in many places. The grounds, which are suffi-
ciently fertile and easy of cultivation to invite the hand of the
farmer, are every where taken up. The remainder seems destin-
ed to continue in a forested state: for its surface is in a great
measure covered with rocks and stones.

Vor. 1. 2
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The inhabitants of Groton have been more generally regardless
of religion, than those of most other places in Connecticut. It is
a long period since they have had a minister of the Gospel; and
the last, a very worthy man, was obliged to leave them, for the
want of support. This must have resulted from a general indis-
position to support the worship of God. The people are so nu-
merous, that they might support three ministers at least, without
any inconvenience to themselves.* There are some honourable
exceptions to these remarks.

Groton began to be settled soon after New-London, i. e. soon
after the year 1648 ; but was not incorporated until 1705. In
1756, it contained 2,532 whites, 179 blacks, and 158 Indians; in
1774, 3,488 whites, 169 blacks ; and 191 Indlans : in 1790, 3,946 ;
in 1800, 4,372 ; and, in 1810, 4 451.

Of the Indians (in the year 1770,) it is said, 44 were able to
read ; and 17 were members of the Christian church. The num-
ber of these people is supposed now to be diminished by their
customary vices. The Aboriginal name of Groton was Mystic.

This township was the principal seat of the Pequods ; who oc-
cupied New-London, Norwich, Lisbon, Bozrah, Franklin, Plain-
field, Preston, Groton, Stonington, and most probably scveral
~ other townships : a tract, not far from thirty miles square.t Un-

*Since the paragraph above was written, a number of the inhabitants, as if
awaked out of a long slumber, have embodied themselves in a congregation, built a
church, and scttled a respectable minister. The bleseings usually flowing from
these measures, or more properly, following them, they have already began to real-
ize, and their children will hereafter rise up and call them blessed.

¥ The Legislature of the Colony of Connecticut, in their answer to Heads of En-
quiry relative to the state and condition of the Colony, signified by the Secretary of
State July 5th, 1773, say, page 5th, ¢ The original title to the lands on which the
colony was first seltled was, at the time the English came hither, in the Pequod na-
tion of Indians, who were numerous and warlike. Their country extended from
Narrhagansett to Hudson River, and over all Long-Island. Saseacus, their Great
Sagamore, had under him twenty-six Sachems. He injuriously made war upon
the English, exercised despotic dominion over his subjects, and, with all his Sa-
chems and people, were conquercd, and made tributary to the English. This ac-
count of the territories of the Pequods must not be understood to denote the country
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der the command of several shrewd and brave chiefs, these peo-
ple rendered themselves very formidable to most of the inhabit-
ants in Southern New-England. Sassacus particularly, who was
their principal Sachem, at the time when the Colonists arrived,
appears to have been regarded by his neighbours, as well as by
his subjects, with that peculiar awe, which is inspired by superi-
our personal strength, activity, courage, and cunning. By most
of them he was considered as invincible ; and by all, as a singu-
larly dangerous enemy. To those bodily endowments, which are
the great means of savage glory, he united a mind, posscssed of
uncommon native vigour, sagacity, and resolution; and proved
his personal superiority by the most difficult exploits, and by the
successful conduct of many bold, military enterprises. For an
Indian, he was unquestionably a great man; and had he been
born in an enlightened age and country, might perhaps have been
a Charles, or an Alexander. Under his instruction, and by his
example, a number of his chiefs, also, had become intrepid and
sagacious warriours. Animated by this band of heroes, the Pe-
quods had risen to the summit of glory; and held among the South-
ern tribes of New-England, a station, scarcely less distinguished,
than that of the Iroquois, in the Western parts of New-York.

Sassacus, soon after the establishment of the first New-Eng-
land Colonists, appears thoroughly to have comprehended the
danger, which, from this source, threatened his countrymen. He
beheld them gaining quiet possession of several important tracts
in the neighbourhood of his own territory, as well as others in
parts more remote. They erected houses, and fortresses ; built,
and navigated, vessels; and exhibited a skill, and policy in gov-
ernment ; to which he and his countrymen had before been stran-
gers. They possessed weapons, also, of a new and terrible kind ;
conveying death from an unexampled distance, and with a cer-
which they actually inhabited, but that which they either subdued ‘or awed into
- subjection by the terror of their name.’?

Sassacus is here called their great Sagamore ; and is said to have had under
him twenty-six Sachems. These titles were, 1 think, mistaken by the Legislature.

Sachem, as far as 1 have been able to learn, denoted the chief ruler, and Sagamore
the subordinate.
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tainty and extent of execution, pre-eminently alarming. At the
same time, they appeared to be perfectly united ; had already be-
come numerous ; and wcre continually increasing. They had also
begun to demand of the Indians an adherence to their engage-
ments, to which they had never been habituated ; to regulate
commerce by new rules ; and to construe treaties, on principles,
more strict than savages had ever been obliged to admit. To all
these disagreeable things they added a kind of authority, in their
proposals, and requisitions, which savage independence could not
brook, and which savage pride, and resentment, were impatient
to retribute.

This haughty Indian seems to have been the first, who formed
the politic design, afterwards executed by Philip, the son of Mas-
sasoit, of embarking all the Indians, in New-England, in a general
enterprise, for the purpose of driving the English Colonists out of
the country. The design was undoubtedly conceived with the
soundest policy ; and, had Sassacus been able to carry it into com-
plete execution, would probably have terminated in the entire
ruin of the Colonies. But, happily for our ancestors, and for us,
there were at this time insuperable obstacles to a successful effort
of this nature. Sassacus and his people were more dreaded by
all the neighbouring tribes, than were the English themselves.
They were hated, and envied, as well as dreaded. Every pro-
posal to embark with them in any enterprise, was, therefore,
considered by their neighbours as treacherously made, and
dangerously accepted. Those, from whom we have already
received injuries, and by whom we have been often alarmed
and distressed, are always regarded with more disgust and ter-
ror, than new enemies. A proffer of friendship and union from
such a source is always suspected, as intending concealed mis-
chief: and, whatever advantages it may promise, it will be be-
lieved to promise them only to those, by whom the proffer is
made. With such prepossessions against him and his people,
Sassacus attempted, without success, to unite the surrounding na-
tions in this enterprise. They heard his proposals ; and seem in
several instances to have admitted their justice and propricty
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without opposition. But they hesitated, and declined, on vari-
ous pretences, to embark with him in any measure for carrying
them into execution.

Even the Narrhagansetts, who greatly outnumbered the Pe-
quods, regarded these people and their chief, (having often suf-
fered from their prowess,) with such apprehension, that they
could never be brought to an open and determined adoption of
the design. They were plainly bitter enemies of the English;
and ardently wished for their extermination. They also perfect-
ly understood the policy and wisdom of the proposal; and felt
the force of the arguments, by which it was urged. The scheme
of attack was too evidently wise, and practicable, to fail of their
approbation. This was, to burmthe houses, and destroy the cat-
tle, of the English ; to ambush their roads ; to hang upon the skirts

of their settlements ; and to waste them away by continual loss, .

alarm, discouragement, watching, and fatigue. Few as the Colo-
nists were at that time, no other kind of warfare secms to have
been necessary, in order to break up their settlements. The
Narrhagansetts, however, were still reluctant to unite with their
mortal enemies : and, upon a proposal made by the Governour of
Massachusetts to renew the treaty between them and the English,
Miantonimoh, their chief Sachem, together with several subordi-
pate chieftains, went to Boston; and engaged in a peace with
the English, openly hostile to the Pequods.

Sassacus and his people, not discouraged by the disappoint-
ment, persisted in their favourite design with an intrepidity,
which, in a nation of Europe, would have commanded praise
from the pen of every historian.

In the year 1634, Captains Stone and Norton, with eight men,
in a vessel from St. Christophers entered Connecticut river for
the purpose of trade, under the pilotage of twelve Indians ; friends
and allies of the Pequods ; and were all murdered by their pilots.
Stone and two of his men were dispatched, while they were asleep.
Norton made a gallant defence ; but, having placed some pow-
der in an open vessel, that he might load with the greater expedi-
tion, he accidentally set it on fire ; and was so burned, as to be

Yor. III. 3
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disabled from any farther effort. The plunder acquired by this
act of treachery and violence, was shared by the Pequods, and
some of their neighbours.

Sassacus and his men were apprehensive, that the English would
make war upon them, to avenge the death of Stone and his com-
panions ; and, being imperfectly prepared for such an event, at-
tempted to avert the blow by negociation. Accordingly they
sent an ordinary warriour to Boston, with proposals to the Gov-
ernour of Massachusetts, of pcace and reconciliation. The mes-
senger was not received ; and was informed, that men of superiour
distinction must be employed by the Pequods, if they expccted
any attention to their propositions. Accordingly, they dispatched
two envoys of higher rank, with a present, to accomplish their
purpose. The only terms, which they could obtain, were, that
they must deliver up the murderers. They replied, that the
murderers were all dead, except two; whom they were willing
to deliver up, if they should be found guiity. They also offered
several other conditions ; particularly to yield their right to Con-
necticut river, and its neighbourhood, to the English. The trea-
ty was at length ratified upon these terms; and the English agreed
to trade with them as friends.

After the treaty was signed, the messengers returned home:
but the Pequods never fulfilled any of their engagements. The
truth was : they had entered into them, merely because the Dutch,
and the Narrhagansetts, were prosecuting a war with them : and
they thought it not safe to make new cnemies.

In the year 1635, Jobn Oldham, an inhabitant of Dorchester,
who had been trading in Connecticut, was murdered in the neigh-
bourhood of Block Island, by some of its Indian inhabitants, to-
gether with several of the Narrhagansetts. A Mr. Gallup, who
was sailing from Connecticut to Boston, passing by Oldham’s ves-
sel, saw a number of Indians on board ; and a number of others,
going from it in a canoe with a load of English goods. Suspect-
ing the cause, he hailed them ; and, receiving no answer, steered
immediately for Oldham’s vessel. With only one man and two
boys, hc attacked them so briskly, that he instantly cleared the
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deck. He then ran upon Oldham’s vessel three several times ;
and gave it such severe shocks, that six of the Indians at one time,
and five at another, leaped overboard, and perished. He then
boarded the vessel, bound two of the Indians ; took out Oldham’s
corpse, together with the remaining furniture and goods ; and
took the vesselin tow. The corpse he buried. The wind, how-
ever, soon obliged him to set the vessel adrift; and she was lost.
One of the Indians he was obliged to throw overboard ; the other
he conveyed to Boston. Several of the murderers of Oldham
fled to the Pequods ; and were protected by them.

The Narrhagansetts early, and sedulously, offered such satis-
faction for their share in this treacherous business, as was ulti-
mately accepted by the government of Massachusetts Bay.

In 1636, Capt. Endicot was sent by this government to avenge
these injuries upon the Pequods, and the inhabitants of Block Isl-
and. This party ravaged Block Island, by destroying the corn,
canoes, and weekwams; made an ineffectual effort of a similar
nature upon the Pequods; and then returned home, without hav-
ing accomplished any object of importance.

The Pequods, who before hated the English, now despised
them ; and began their hostilities with vigour. They attacked
Capt. Underhill, and twenty men, destined to reinforce the gar-
rison at Saybrook, as he was lying in the harbour of New-Lon-
don; took successively, and tortured several of the men, and kill-
ed several others; waylaid the inhabitants of Saybrook, when
about their ordinary business ; surrounded the fort with a kind
of seige ; and destroyed every thing valuable in its neighbour-
bood. In the spring of the succeeding year, renewing their at-
tacks with still greater activity, they killed four men at Saybrook,
and a fifth in the river. Two others, taken at the same time,
they tortured in the most excrutiating manner, till they died.
Another party of them killed six men, and three women, at Weth-
ersfield; and captivated two girls. In consequence of these rav-
ages, the Government of Connecticut, although the whole juris-
diction comprised only three towns; Windsor, Hartford, and
Wethersfield, determined to attack the Pequods in earnest; and
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raised ninety men for this purpose. Massachusetts, at the same
time, engaged to send two hundred men, and Plymouth forty, to
their assistance. The little army of Connecticut, joined by sev-
enty Mohegans, fell down the river on Wednesday, the 10th of
" May, under the command of Capt. John Mason: a man, who
was both born, and bred, a soldier. The Mohegans were head-
ed by Uncas, a Sachem extensively celebrated in the history of
New-England. The movement of their little fleet was so slow,
that the Mohegans requested to be set on shore. On their march
towards Saybrook they fell in with a body of the Pequods, of
whom they killed seven, and took one a prisoner. This man,
having been concerned in all the treacheries, and murders, of his
nation for a length of time, was claimed by Uncas, to be put to
death in the Indian manner ; and expired under the inflictions of
savage torture. :
Mason, although directed to proceed immediately to New-Lon-
don, judged it best, (and brought his officers into the same opin-
ion,) to sail to Narrhagansett Bay, and secure the fricndship, and
assistance, of Miantonimoh, or at least his neutrality. He found

Miantonimoh disposed, without much reluctance, to coincide -

with his wishes: but he was hardly induced to believe, that the
English Commander was in earnest, in his avowed determination
to attack the Pequods. Their number he considered as too small
to furnish even a remote prospect of success. However, when
he saw Mason resolved to proceed, he sent two hundred of the
Narrhagansetts along with him. They marched that day Wednes-
day, May 24th, to Charlestown ;* and were joined the next mor-
ning by almost two hundred more: partly Narrhagansetts; and
partly Eastern Nahantics; who boasted much of the gallantry,
which they intended to display in fighting the Pequods. But up-
on approaching nearer to the enemy, and finding Capt. Mason
rcally determined on an attack, a considerable number of them
were so disheartened, that they left the army, and returned
home.

* In the State of Rhode-I<land.

-
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The original design of Mason had been to attack the fort, in
which Sassacus himself resided.* The desertion was occasioned
by the notification of this purpose to the Indians; all of whom
trembled at his formidable name; and seem to have imagined,
that no attempt against him could be attended with success.
Upon inquiry, Capt. Mason found after a march of three miles
further, that he was twelve miles from the spot. At the same
time he was assured, that the other fort of the Pequods was near
athand. He determined, therefore, to make this the object of his
first assault; and, having ordered his men to rest for the night,
and sent out an Indian to reconnoitre, discovered with no small
satisfaction, that his enemies had not even suspected his arrival,
but were in a state of perfect security.

About two hours before day, his little army began their march
for the expected fortress ; and came in sight of it at day-break.
The Indians immediately vanished. Uncas however, and We-
quash, a Pequod chief who had suffered several indignities from
the imperiousness of Sassacus, at length reappeared ; and apolo-
gized for the flight of their followers; alleging, as their excuse, the
terror, with which they regarded these enemies. Mason ordered

them to collect their countrymen, and encompass the fort at what-

ever distance they pleased; that they might see whether English-
men would fight. They obeyed. Mason, with one division of
his troops, attempted the Eastern entrance of the palisade: while
Underhill, with the other division, marched to the Western. It
will be proper to observe, that the, fort stood on Mystic river:
the boundary between Stonington, and Groton.

The English were discovered by the barking of a dog, when
they were within a few rods of the palisade ; and, while the In-
dians were betaking themselves to their arms, poured a general
discharge of their muskets through the interstices. Mason, find-
ing the Eastern entrance small, and difficult to be carried, hasten-
ed round to the Southern one, which was sufficiently large, and
secured only by two small boughs. These he and his Lieutenant
instantly removed ; and entered the fortress: the men crowding

* This stood not far from the Thames, a few miles above the ferry.
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closely behind them. The Pequods fought with great resolution ;
and, after they had been driven from the open ground, secured
themselves in the numerous weekwams, enclosed within the pal-
isade. Hence they annoyed the English incessantly, without be-
ing visible. Wearied with this inconvenient and fruitless mode
of attack, Mason ordered his men to set the weekwams on fire;
and, seizing a brand, became their example. At this moment an
Indian pointed an arrow against him ; and would have killed him
instantly, had not a sergecant, named Davis, cut the bow-string.
The fire spread among the dry boughs, and foliage, with which
the weekwams were covered, with furious rapidity; and speedily
involved them in a general conflagration. The English immedi-
ately retired without the fort. The Pequods, following them in
order to escape from the flames, were slain by the English, or by
their Indian allies; who, having assumed sufficient resolution to
become witnesses of the conflict, had formed themselves in a cir-
cle without the English.

The destruction was very great. Seven only of the Pequods
escaped ; and only seven more were made prisoncrs. Between
five and six hundred are supposed to have fallen : of whom one
hundred and forty were, in the opinion of Capt. Mason, shot from
the top of the palisade, whither they had climbed to avoid the fu-
ry of the flames. The English had originally determined not to
burn the fort; but, when they found themselves assailed from the
weekwams by an enemy, who could neither be met, nor seen,
they resorted to this, as a desperate and indispensable measure.
When the victory was finished; after some little desultory skirmish-
ing with other parties of the Pequods, who made an appcarance of
attacking them, but fled as soon as they approached, the English
embarked on board their vessels, which providentially came into
the harbour just at the time, when the army, wearied by so much
excessive fatigue, impatiently wished for their arrival. Within
thrce weeks from the commencement of the expedition, they ar-
rived at Hartford, with the loss of two men killed, and sixteen
wounded. Their Indian allics, aleo, returned to their respective

homes.
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Few efforts, made by man, have been more strongly marked
with wisdom in the projection, or with superiour courage, and
conduct, in the execution. Every step appears to have been di-
rected by that spirit, and prudence, which mankind have, with
one voice, regarded with admiration and applause in the states-
man, and the hero. The Pequods were wholly the aggressors ;
and, however we may approve of the policy, with which they
proposed to exterminate the English, we cannot fail to remem-
ber, that the English had entered peaceably into the country, and
purchased the possessions at a fair price, of the lawful proprie-
tors. Ninety men undertook, and accomplished, this desperate
enterprize against an enemy, commanding probably not less than
one thousand or fifteen hundred warriours; the most resolute,
and successful, in New-England ; the terror, and the scourge, of
all the surrounding nations ; headed by a chief, unrivalled in his
sagacity and success, and possessed of every military endow-
ment, and of all the skill and address, attainable by savages.

When the news was carried to Sassacus, it produced a tem-
pest of conflicting passions in the minds of his people, and their
chicftains. Regret for the loss of their countrymen, and resent-
ment against him, as the author of their calamities, enraged them
to such a degree, that they were on the point of putting him to
death. His friends, however, interceded for him powerfully;
and finally saved his life. But the terror, produced by their late
disaster, agitated them into a frenzy. Instead of waiting for an-
other attack, they set fire to their weekwams, and to the great
fortress of Sassacus; and fled in different directions. Sassacus,
together with some of his chiefs, and about seventy followers,
went to the Iroquois. The principal part of the nation were dis-
persed in the countries, Westward of Connecticut river. The
greatest body of them directed their course by a winding route
to Fairfield; where they were received, and secreted, by a tribe,
who were natives of the place, and were called Unquowas. The
principal fortress of these people was in a swamp, on the border
of the Sound, about two miles Westward of the town of Fairfield,
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and about a quarter of a mile Eastward of Sasco river ; lying im-
mediately South of the old post road to New-York.* :
Capt. Stoughton, with a body of men from Massachusetts, arri-
ving speedily after the flight of the Pequods, determined to pur-
sue them; and, having providentially discovered the place of
their retreat, marched directly thither. Here he was soon join-
ed by Mason, with forty men from Hartford. On the arrival of
the English in the neighbourhood of the swamp, a part of them,
advancing eagerly, sunk so deep into the mire, that, being instant-
ly attacked by the Indians, they were very near being destroyed;
and several of them were badly wounded, before a sufficient num-
ber of their friends could come to their rescue. The Indians then
requesting a parley, it was granted; and Thomas Stanton was sent
by the English to propose to them terms of surrender ; and par-
ticularly, to proffer life to such Indians, as had not been concern-
ed in murdering the English. The chief of the Unquowas, with
his family, and people to the amount of about two hundred, glad-
ly accepted of these terms; and immediately left the fort. Stan-
ton was sent a sccond time, to renew the proffer to the rest.
These, who were either chiefly, or wholly, Peduods, received the
proposals with disdain. Stanton fled for his life. The Indians
pursued him with their arrows so vigorously, that, had not his
friends hastened to rescue him, he would have been killed.
Upon this proof of determined hostility, the Euglish resolved to
surround the fort at a nearer distance, by cutting a passage through
the swamp. Here they formed a circle; the men placing them-
selves at the distance of twelve feet from each other; and in this
manner completely enclosed their enemies. Towards morning a
thick fog arose from the Sound, and covered the swamp. A con-
siderable number of the enemy took this opportunity to make
their escape ; which, after several unsuccessful attempts, they ac-
complished by breaking through a quadrant of the circle, com-
manded by Captain Patrick. A considerable number more were
killed in several attacks during the night: and in the morning
one hundred and eighty were taken prisoners. These were di-

* The present turnpike road to New-York passes through this swamp.
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vided between the Massachusetts and Connecticut troops. The
people of Massachusetts sent several of the women and children
to Bermuda ; and sold them as slaves. The wife of Mononotto,
the second in rank among the Pequod Chiefs, was one of the cap-
tives. This woman had been formerly distinguished by a pe-
culiar attachment to the two girls, taken by her countrymen at
Wethersfield. She and her children were recommended to the
particular favour of Governour Winthrop ; and were received,
and treated, by him with a kindness and generosity, wholly be-
coming his character. The remainder of the nation, exclusively
of those who had fled, and who probably were numerous, amount-
ed to two hundred ; beside women and children. Of these one
hundred were given to Uncas; eighty to Miantonimoh; and
twenty to Ninnigret, another sachem of the Narrhagansetts ; to be
‘incorporated among their own people.*

Sassacus was soon after killed by the Mohawks; and his scalp
sent to Connecticut. Mononotto made his escape.

Thus within the compass, of a few weeks was a tribe of Indians
exterminated, who, according to the tradition of the country, had

* The Legislature of Connecticut in the answers above referred to, say, ¢The
war (with the Pequods) being ended, considerations and settlements were made
with such sachems and people as remained, who came in and received to their full
contentment and satisfaction, and have at all times since been used and treated with
justice and humanity. No grants are made by the General Assembly before the In-
dian title is purchased agreeable to the right of preemption granted by royal charter
to the Governour and Company of this Colony.

Exztract from the Records of Connecticul.— Joseph Nyouke, a Pequod, presenteda
petition in behalf of himself and other Pequod Indians in Groton, concerning the
land reserved for that tribe in Groton, one half of which had by permission of the
General Assembly been divided into fifty-acre lots. This property bad been misused
by the whites to whom it had been leased. A committee was granted on this peti-
tion May 1750.”°

From this extract, which I bave taken the liberty to abbreviate, it is evident that
the Legislature of Connecticut from the conquest of the Pequods, reserved for them
by law a considerable tract of land for their maintenance, and superintended their
interests with the same attention which was paid to those of the white inhabitants of
the colony. This is a decisive instance of the justice, and of the humanity also, with
which the Indians were treated by the early colonists of New-England, and which
has been continued to the present time, =

Ver. 111. 4 )
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come from an inland region at a great distance ; fought their way
through all the intervening tribes to the Ocean; planted them-
selves in the tracts, which they had conquered ; and awed, witha
general and indeterminate controul, all the nations in their neigh-
bourhood. This tribe, apparently superiour in their understand-
ing to other savages, and possessed of loftier and more extensive
views, was 8o far annihilated as to be thenceforth without a gov-
ernment, and without a name. It is not easy to travel through
the country, where they formerly resided, or to pass by the field,
in ‘which they were finally overthrown, without indulging many
solemn and melancholy reflections.

The conquest of the Pequods filled the Indians of New-England
with astonishment and terror. In the emphatical language of
Revelation, the land, like that of Israel, under the government of
Othniel, after the victory over the king of Mesopotamia,  had
rest forty years.” I am, Sir, yours, &c.

3



LETTER IV.

Stonington ; cultivated partly by tenants—Indians still remaining here—Their de-
graded character and situation—The perfection to which man arrives in a state
of nature—General observations upon the remnants of the Iudian tribes now found
in New-England—Means of effecting their civilization.

Dear Sir,

ArTER crossing the Mystic, we entered Stonington. The face
of the country became immediately better: and, though rough
and stony to a considerable degree, was formed of easy and beau-
tiful slopes, levels of considerable extent, and finely rounded emi-
nences. The prospects were generally plecasant, and in several
instances superiour. The soil also was rich,and almost every where
well-chltivated. This description is applicable to most of the
township, “which is one of the largest in Connecticut ; extending
with a breadth of about six miles, not less than sixteen, from the
Sound into the interiour.* Beside grass, it yields maize, oats, bar-
ley, and rye, remarkably well. Wheat is cultivated in small quanti- *
ties: and grows luxuriantly ; but is often blasted. This is in part
attributed to the exuberant vegetation of grass ; which, when ap-
parently destroyed by the plough, springs up from the sced, and
choaks the wheat at the time when the kernel is forming. Flax
formerly grew well ; but lately has beén blasted also; probably
from some defect in the mode of culture. Orchards abound here ;
and are so prosperous, that apples, and cider, have become con-
siderable articles of commerce. In the Southern half of the town-
ship wood is scarce, and dear: in the Northern, it is sufficiently
abundant. The hills constitute almost the whole surface ; and
are altogether the best land. The vallies, which are usually nar-
row, and rough, present to the eye a confused mass of stones and
rocks, apparently rolled together from the hills by some violent
convulsion. L .

Within the limits of this township, are found, on the summits of
hills, in about fifty places, single, large rocks, lying loose on the

# Since this journey was taken, Stonington has been divided into two townships : the
recond named North-Stonington.
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surface of other rocks, imbedded in the earth. One particularly,
in the Southern part of the township, is raised up from the sur-
face on three stones, about twelve or fifteen inches in diameter.
The diameter of the rock itself is about fifteen feet. How, or
‘when, it was thus placed, is unknown ; and has hitherto baffled
conjecture. .

The farms in this township contain from sixty to three hundred
acres each. Almost half of them are cultivated by tenants. A
great part of these are poor people from Rhode-Island ; who make

Stonington their half-way house, in their progress towards the
~ new settlements. Accustomed from their childhood to labour
hard on a sterile soil, and to live on very scanty means of subsis-
tence, they come with their families to the rich lands of Stoning-
ton, and take small farms, or parts of farms, upon lease. Here,
with the most assiduous industry, aud a minute frugality; they
gradually amass money enough to purchase farms in the wilder-
ness. They then leave their habitations to successors from the
same State, who regularly follow them in the same track. In this
manner a considerable part of the inhabitants of this towship are
almost annually changed. It is however to be observed, that
some of the Stonington people lease their own farms, and hire,
and cultivate others, which are larger.

The rents of these farms are from one to seven hundred dollars
per annum ; paid usually in their produce, and in the greater
number of instances in cheese only. Of this commodity 370,000
pounds are. annually exported from this township. Seventeen
thousand pounds have been made in a year on the lands of Mr.
Denison; the gentleman with whom we lodged. The mode, in
which each farm is to be managed by the tenant, is regularly des-
cribed with minute exactness in the lease.

1 have mentioned this subject thus particularly, because it is in
a great measure peculiar to this spot. There are, indeed, several
instances, in whi¢h farms are taken upon lease in Groton ; and, in
solitary instances, the same thing exists in other places ; but there
are probably more cases of this nature in Stonington, than can be
found elsewhere in a third part of the State.
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There are four villages in Stonington: one on the Mystic;
another at the head of navigation on the Paukatuc; a third,
four miles further up the same stream, called Mill Town;
and a fourth on Stonington Point. The population in these vil-
lages is increasing : in the rest of the township it is at a stand.
The houses are, generally, good farmers’ dwellings. The villa-
ges are built in a neat manner.

Stonington Point is a semi-ellipsis, a third of a mile in length;
and, where widest, a fourth of a mile in breadth. From the cen-
tre, the surface declines every way, with an easy, arched slope, to
the shore. Itis disagreeably encumbered with rocks ; but is other-
wise handsome, and pleasant. The houses, about one hundred
and seventy in number, are neat in their appearance, and their
appendages. There are two churches on the Point ; a Presbyte-
rian, afd a Baptist; both new, and good.

The Point is accommodated with two harbours. That on the
Western side has a bold shore ; is sufficiently deep for vessels, un-
der two hundred and fifty tons, to Ioad at the wharves; and is
safe from all winds, except the South-West; and in the upper

parts even from that. The wharves are built of stone, and are in
good order.*

* The following letter is an official account of an abortive attempt made during the
late war, by the squadron under Commodore Hardy, to burn the borough of Ston-
ington.
. ¢ SToNINGTON BorovuGH, Aug. 21st, 1815.

¢ To the Hon. William H. Crawford, Secretary of War.

¢ Srr—The former Secretary of War put into my care, as chairman of the com-
mittee of defence, the two eighteen pounders, and all the munitions of war that
were here belonging to the general government, to be used for the defence of the
town ; and I gave my receipt for the same.

As there is no military officer here, it becomes my duty to inform you of the use we
have made of it. That on the 9th of August last, the Ramilies seventy-four, the
Pactolus forty-four, the Terror bomb-ship, and the Despatch twenty gun brig, an-
chored off our harbour. Commodore Hardy sent off a boat with aflag: we met him
with another from the shore, when the officer of the flag handed me a note from Com-
modore Hardy informing me that one hour was given the unoffending inhabitants,
before the town would be destroyed.

We returned to the shore where all the male inhabitants were collected, when 1
read the note aloud. They all exclaimed they would defend the place to the last
extremity, and if it was destroyed they would be buried inits ruins.
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Mystic river is a good harbour for vessels of not more than
sixty tons: but they are loaded a mile and a half below the
settlement, at Packer’s ferry. Paukatuck has a crooked chan-
nel, admitting small vessels only. Even these are loaded at
a considerable distance below the bridge. Those, which are
larger, take in their lading at Stonington Point ; appropriately cal-
led the Port.

Between forty and fifty vessels, (coasters, fishermen, and oth-
ers,) are owned in Stonington. The Cod fishery is by far the most
profitable business done here. It is chiefly carried on at Green
Island, and the straits of Belleisle ; and has been uniformly pros-
perous. The West-Indian business has been generally unpros-
perous.

A considerable number of Indians reside in this township, also ;
and possess a tract of land, on and about Lanthern Hilly in the
Northern part of the township, and the most elevated spot in this
region. Here some of them live in weekwams ; and others, in
houses, resembling poor cottages ; at the best small, ragged, and

We repaired to a small battery we had hove up, nailed our colours to the flag-
staff, while others lined the shore with their muskets.

At about seven in the evening they put off five barges and a large launch carrying
from thirty-two to nine pound carronades in their bows, and opened their fire from
the shipping with bombs, carcasses, rockets, round grape and cannister shot, and
sent their boats to land under cover of their fire. We let' them come within small
grape distance, when we opened our fire upon them from our two eighteen pounders
with round and grape shot. They soon retreated out of grape distance, and attempt-
ed a landing on the East side of the village. We dragged a six pounder that we had
mounted, over, and met them with grape ; and all our muskets opened a fire upon
them, so that they were willing to retreat the second time. They continued their
fire till eleven at night.

The next morning, the brig Despatch anchored within pistol shot of our battery ;
and they sent five barges and two large launches to land under cover of their whole
fire (being joined by the Nimrod twenty gun brig.) When the boats approached
within grape distance, we opened our fire upon them with round and grape shot ;
they retreated and came round the East side of the town. We checked them with
our six pounder, and muskets, till we dragged over one of our eighteen pounders.
We put ina round shot, and about forty or fifty pounds of grape, and placed it in the
centre of their boats, as they were rowing up in a line and firing on us; we tore one
" of their barges all in pieces, so that two, one on each side, had to lash her up to keep
her from sinking. They retreated out of grape distance, and we turned our fire upon
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unhealthy. Others, still, live on the farms of the white inhabit-
ants in houses, built purposely for them; and pay their rent by
daily labour. Two thirds of them are supposed to be contained
in the lndian families ; the remaining third are employed in the
service of the farmers. One half of the former division live on
the lands, reserved for them. These are held in fee simple; and
cannot be disposed of without the consent of the Legislature, or
of the Overseer.

The whole body of these Indians are a poor, degraded, misera-
ble race of beings. The former, proud, heroic spirit of the Pe-
quod, ternble even to other proud heroic spirits around him, is
shrunk into the tameness and torpor of reasoning brutism. All
the vice of the original is left. All its energy has vanished. They
are lazy in the extreme ; and never labour, unless compelled by
necessity. Nor are they less prodigal than lazy. The earnings
of a year, hardly as they are acquired, they will spend in a day,
without a thought of the morrow. Wherever they can obtain cred-
it, they involve themselves in debt ; and never dream of paying
their debts, unless under the iron hand of law. Thieves they are

the brig, and expended all our cartriges but five, which we reserved for the boats if
they made another attempt to land. We then lay four hours without being able to
annoy the enemy in the least except from muskets on the brig, while the fire of their
whole fleet was directed against our buildings. After the third expreas to New-Lon-
don, some fixed ammunition arrived: we then turned our cannon on the brig, and
she soon cut her cable and drifted out.

The whole fleet then weighed and anchored nearly out of reach of our shot, and
continued this and the next day to bombard the town.

They set the buildings on fire in more than twenty places; and we as often put
them out. In the three days bombardment they sent on shore more than sixty tons
of metal, and strange to tell, wounded only one man, since dead. We have picked
up fifteen tons, including some that was taken up out of the water, and the three an-
chors that we got. We took up and buried four poor fellows that were hove over-
board out of the sinking barge.

8ince peace, the officers of the Despatch brig have been on shore here. They
acknowledge they had twenty-one killed, and fifty badly wounded ; and further say,
had we continued our fire any longer they should have struck, for they were in a
sinking condition; for the wind blew South-West directly into the harbour. All
the shot suitable for the cannon we have reserved. We have now more eighteen
pound shot than was sent us by government. We have put the two cannon into the
arsenal, and housed all the munitions of war.’’

g
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of course ; but have too little enterprise to steal any thing of im-
portance. It is hardly necessary. to observe, that they are liars.
They have no such thing among them as marriage ; but cohabit
without ceremony, or covenant; and desert each other at pleas-
ure. Their children, when young, they place in English families,
as servants. In the earlier parts of life these children frequently
behave well; but, when grown up, throw off all that is respecta-
ble in their character, and sink to the level of their relatives.
Some of them, when hired as labourers, and servants, are tolera-
bly industrious ; from a conviction, that they cannot safely be in-
dolent. The rest, and even these when not employed, doze
away life in uniform sloth and stupidity. To strong drink their
devotion is complete; and for ardent spirits, or cider, they will
part with every thing, which they possess. Generally, they are
healthy; but, when sick, seem in a great measure to be beyond
the reach of medicine. Those, who live by themselves, are half-
naked, and often half-starved.

The Indian, in a savage state, spent life chiefly in roving; but
he roved in pursuit of the deer, the bear, the wolf, or his enemy.
A high sense of glory, an ardent passion for achievement, a proud
- consciousness of independence, and a masculine spirit of exertion
were the prominent features of his character. He had customa-
rily an object before him; in his view, great, useful, and honoura-
ble. He had, therefore, powerful motives to rouse his faculties
into action. When he had not, he either spent his time in vio-
lent gambling, in'which, like the polished adventurers of civilized
society, he hazarded, and lost his all; even his blanket and his
gun ; or, when he could not gamble, dozed away life in precisely
the same paralytic inactivity, which is so remarkable in his tamed
countrymen.

The Indian of the latter characterlounges; saunters; gets drunk;
eats, when he can find food ; and lies down to sleep under the
nearest fence. Without any present or future object in view,
without proposing any advantage to himself, or feeling any inter-
est in what is proposed by others, he leads the life, not of a man,
but of a snail ; and is rather a moving vegetable, than a rational
being.

[ 4
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To these remarks there are some exceptions. The women,
who live in English families, retain, at times, a degree of that
fondness for dress, so remarkable, and universal, among such as
still continue in a savage state. Those who are educated in
these families, are often seen at church. A small number also,
of both men and women, are reputed to be honest; and are, there-
fore, safely believed to merit this character.

But the most remarkable exception is the following: at the
settlement above mentioned lives an aged Indian, who possesses
a considerable share of understanding. This man, for a series
of years, has occasionally preached to them ; and is said to give
them useful exhortations. At times, they very generally assem-
ble to hear his discourses; and hold him in much respect: a
strong proof, that human nature in its lowest degradation of ig-
norance, and vice, feels irresistibly the distinction between worth
and the want of it, and renders, almost instinctively, its homage
to virtue.

If any thing is necessary to complete the miserable and mel-
ancholy picture, it is this additional feature; that not one of the
rising generation appears to aim, even remotely, at any higher
character.

You have, here, an account of that very state of society, which
is prefered, and extolled, by Godwin, as the perfection of man.
Here the human race, as nearly as possible, are without the re-
straint of law, morals, or religion. At the same time they are
free in the fullest sense. No private individual possesses, or ex-
ercises, any power to control their conduct; and the Government
of Connecticut, either from despair of doing them any good, or
from the unwillingness of its magistrates to execute law among
these people, seems, in a manner which I cannot justify, to have
resigned them to the dictates of their own passions and appetites.
Flagrant breaches of law would undoubtedly be punished in them
as in others. At least, such as respected property, life, or limb.
But few or no exertions have for a long time been made to re-
strain their commission of inferiour crimes ; and to these crimes
alone do they appear at present to have any strong propensity ;

Vou. 1II. 5



30 JOURNEY TO PROVINCE TOWN.

1. c. as they estimate crimes ; for lewdness seems not to be con-
sidered by them as criminal. Ordinarily, they do just what they
please. :

Promiscuous concubinage also, Godwin’s great and favourite
step towards perfection, they practice in the most unlimited man-
ner. Nor are they less perfectly possessed of his other two es-
sential ingredients in the constitution of his happy society. Why
then are they not perfect and happy ?

There are two great reasons to be assigned as an answer to
this question, both of which have escaped this hoodwinked phi-
losopher. The first is, that human depravity, or, in other words,
sin, has no tendency to make a happy society; but, among all in-
telligent beings, will always render the social state unhappy, in
exact proportion to the degree in which it exists. The other is,
that labour is the only source of these enjoyments, which make
up what Godwin calls happiness, aund, that without the dominion
of law, which alone secures to man the benefit of his efforts, no
human being will labour. ,Godwin, and his associates, feel as if
themselves should be happier if they were freed from the re-
straints which I have mentioned ; not mistrusting, that without
them, others, enjoying the same licentiousness of disposition, and
the same impunity in indulging it, would plunder them of liberty,
property, and life. Equally are they insensible, that without the
protection of law none would labour, and no part of those enjoy-
ments, on which they riot, be brought into existence. Without
law, religion, and morals, they might, indeed, be fornicators, and
adulterers, thieves and assassins; but they would be beggars and
vagabonds. The very wnckedness, which prompted Godwin to
write his books, and which he has poured out upon almost every
page with a portentous turpitude, would render all around him as
hostile to him, as he is to religion, morals, and government.; and
make whatever he thought his own rights the tennis-ball of injus-
tice and cruelty. In addition to all this, and in defiance of the sa-
gacious calculations of one of his pretended answerers, population
instead of being increased would rapidly decay. These Indians
have continually declined in their numbers, notwithstanding their



LETTER IV. 31

"decrease has been checked by their cohabitation with the blacks.
Where the fruits of no man’s labour are secured ; where no man
has acknowledged children to labour for ; where, according to
the wish of Godwin, every. child is without a known father, and
possessed of a casual instead of a family name, no man will la-
bour. He, who is willing to be industrious, seeing all his earn-
ings destined to become the prey of strangers and enemies; of
sloth and villainy, will retire from the hopeless pursuit with dis-
dain, and consent to starve with the multitude, rather than toil
for wretches, whom it must be difficult not to hate, and impossible
not to despise. What a pity it is, that Godwin, and all who rel-
ish his doctrines, should not obtain the privilege of sharing in the
dignity and happiness, enjoyed in this state of human perfection.

The great calamity, experienced by these Indians, and by all
other people in the like circumstances, is this : Within the hori-
zon of their thought not a single motive arises, not a single in-
ducement is visible, which might awaken their dozing .energy, or
prompt them to any useful effort. Man, without motives to ex-
ertion, is a beast or a log ; with them he can become an Alfred
or a Paul. But the motives must be such as he is fitted to feel ;
and Indians, without greater exertions in their behalf than those
which have hitherto been made, will never feel, nor even com-
prehend, such motives as influence civilized man. The great
hindrance to their improvement does not lie, as some dreaming .
European philosophers have supposed, in the inferiority of their
minds. Their minds are natively of the same structure with
those of Frenchmen, or Englishmen. This position is complete-
ly proved by the fact, that the children of Americans, English-
men, Scotchmen, Irishmen, Dutchmen, and-Frenchmen, when
captivated by them in early life, become mere Indians, distin-
guishable ia nothing, except a small difference of colour, from
the native savages. Not one of them ever discovered half the
capacity, or rose to half the distinction, which the history writ-
ten by white men records of Miantonimoh, Philip, Sassacus, Un-
cas, or the great Hendrick. Nay, the Canadian descendants of
the Frencli peasantry arc many of them inferiour in every res.
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pect to the aborigines. The philosophy of Buffon, therefore, of
D’Pauw and various others concerning this subject ‘would have
been better spared : for it is unsupported even by the shadow of
a reason, or a fact. 'The real cause of all this degradation in the
Indian, is the want of such motives to exertion, as he is prepared
to feel, within the view of his mind. The only cause of human
distinction also, is the existence of such motives. Where noth-
ing prompts.to action, nothing will be done ; where sufficient in-
ducements are presented, every thing will be done, which is with-
in the grasp of human power. When motives cease to operate
and excite, man will lounge away life ; saunter from place to
place without knowing why; dress himself in a blanket ; seat
himself upon a stone; smoke through the day at the door of a
weekwam; or stretch himself to sleep under the nearest hedge.
When -motives arouse him to exertion, he will cross unknown
oceans to discover new countries; coast the polar ice to attack
the whale; ascend the Andes to measure the equatorial latitude ;
ransack the bowels of the earth to enlarge the science of miner-
alogy ; imprison himself in a cell for seven years to obtain the
palm of eloquence ; face the fangs of the catamount, or the tiger,
to be called the best huntsman ; toil through life to accumulate
an inheritance for his children ; or fight battles, or slaughter mill-
ions, to wreath upon his brow the garland of triumph. With suf-
ficient motives also, he will resist temptation ; subdue his lusts;
expend his substance ; and yield his life for the cause of christian-
ity, the salvation of men, and the glory of the Redeemer.

The Indian, when passing from savage ferocity into quiet life,
undergoes this transmigration with the most unfavourable circum-
stances. All the considerations, by which he was formerly influ-
enced, are cut off; and no new ones are introduced to his view.
War and hunting, wisdom in council and eloquence in debate,
the only objects of his former ambition, and the sources of all his
former glory, vanish at once. To them nothing succeeds which
presents him a single allurement. He hates labour, and is there-
fore poor. But among civilized people, poverty is, in the com-
mon opinion, only another name for disgrace. For reflection and



LETTER IV. 33

study he is utterly unqualified; from the want not of capacity, but
of inclination. Labour and thought, therefore, being both odious,
and in his view contemptible, he is at the outset precluded from
attempting either. But with these, all motives, which prompt to
any exertion in civilized life, are inseparably connected. Hence
his mind is left to the government of instinct, and the remaining in-
fluence of his former habits. In this manner he sinks down to
the state of a mere animal ; and in his mode of life resembles a -
brute more than a man. Ardent spirits in this case vary the dull
course of his feelings with a pleasure, derived from nothing else,
and therefore peculiarly agreeable. The pool, sluggish and dead,
is for a moment brushed by an agitating breeze ; but, when it is
past, the broken scum unites, and resumes its former appearance
of loathsome and noxious stagnation. :

Savages can be successfully changed into civilized men only in
two modes. Christianity, by establishing a sense of duty to God,
always conveys with it motives, capable of prompting the soul to
- any thing which it commands; such as the attainment of mental
peace, the approbation of God, the esteem of good men, safety
from perdition, and a title to eternal life. Even Indians under
its influence have in many instances exhibited fair specimens of
virtuous and commendable conduct. In spite of all their habits,
they have employed themselves in useful business; and, in spite
of their ignorance and errors, have acquired the esteem of chris-
tians. IfIndians are to be civilized without the immediate influ-
ence of christianity, the work must be accomplished in such a
manner, that they must not cease to feel the motives, which pro-
duced their former conduct, until they have begun to feel new
ones; that they shall be engaged by new objects of allurement
before they have bidden a final adieu to the old; and that they
shall not lose the sense, and hope, of reputation, while passing
threugh the metamorphosis, by which they are changed from sav-
ages into citizens. An Indian, hopelessly sunk below the posses-
sion, and the attainment, of character, can never without an ex-
ertion of Omuipotence, cease to be an Indian; i. e. a sloth, a sot,
and a vagabond.
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The only passion, which can be immediately substituted for
the Indian love of glory, is that, which has been substituted in
every civilized nation: viz. the love of property. Wherever this
can be established, Indians may be civilized : wherever it can-
not, they will still remain Indians. The belief, that our exer-
tions will promote our benefit, and our consequence, will ever
stimulate us to exertion. Without this belief, the great body of
mankind will not exert themselves at all.

If the period should ever arrive, in which the inhabitants. of
the United States should set themselves in earnest to do good to
this miserable people; and under a sense of obligations, which.
can neither be denied, nor lessened, should seriously attempt to
make them comfortable, virtuous, and useful, here, and happy
hereafter ; common sense will require, that such of them, as re-
main in the English settlements, should be gathered on tracts, in-
habited by themselves only. Those, indeed, who are to be the
immediate agents in accomplishing this object, must reside with
them ; but no others. The contempt, which this degraded peo-
ple will always experience from us, and the sense of their own
degradation and our superiority, will for ever keep them in their
present state, if they are to remain dispersed among the English
inhabitants. When they are by themselves, they will be equals;
and may, therefore, imbibe, gradually, a sense of personal char-
acter. Until this can be accomplished, nothing can be done un*
less they can be persuaded cordially to embrace Christianity.
Concerning this subject I may have opportunity to make some
observations to you hereafter.

The inhabitants of Stonington have suffered in their religious
interests from their neighbourhood to Rhode-Island. There are
six congregations in this town : three of them composed of Bap-
tists. The number of Baptist ministers, I know not. There
was no Congregational minister here ; and the Baptist preachers
were mere uneducated farmers or mechanics. Public worship,
therefore, was either not celebrated at all, or celebrated in a for-
bidding and vulgar manner. Licentiousness always follows, in-
stantly, the loss of public worship; and contempt for religion
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regularly follows the administration of it by ignorant men. Man-
kind are creatures of instruction, as well as of habit. When
they are not taught, they will of course be ignorant ; and, when
they are not admonished, and reproved, they will of course be
loosé. The inquiries, which I made concerning this town, of
persons whose respectability could not be questioned, terminated
in satisfactory evidence, that, although there were some religious,
and many respectable people here, yet, by the mass of inhabit-
ants, religion was little regarded, and the standard of morals low;
facts but too common along this border of Connecticut.*

In the year 1756, Stonington contained 3,518 inhabitants:
blacks 200: Indians 365; in 1774, 5,412 : blacks 219 : Indians
245; in 1790, 5,648 ; in 1800, 5,437: blacks 42 ; and, in 1810,
3,043. The same year, North-Stonington contained 2,534 : to-
tal, 5,577. I am, Sir, yours, &c.

* Within a few years past a respectable minister has been settled in Stonington.
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Westerly—Charlestown—South-Kingston—Aboriginal Tribes formerly inhabiting
New-England—Their population—Number of warriors as estimated by General
Gookin—War with the Narrhagansetts—Attack and capture of their Fortress—
Gallant conduct of Captain Denison and others—Death of Nanuntenoo.

Dear Sir,

SaTurpay, September 20th, we left the hospitable house of
Mr. D. ; and rode to Newport through Westerly, Charles-
town, South-Kingston, and Jamestown on Canonicut island ; thir-
ty-eight miles.

About two miles from Mr. D ’s we crossed Paukatuc
river ; which divides Connecticut from Rhode-Island, and Ston-
ington from Westerly. At the bridge there is a pretty village,
principally in Westerly, containing perhaps twenty houses. In
this village a bank has lately been established with a capital of
one hundred thousand dollars, which may be increased to one
hundred and fifty thousand.

Paukatuc river forms the only harbour in Westerly ; and fur-
nishes excellent fisheries for bass, eels, black-fish, shad, and her-
rings. In the bay, which is formed at its mouth, these kinds of
fish are caught in as great abundance, as perhaps in any part of
New-England. Long and round clams, also, oysters, and a little
farther out in the sound lobsters, are found in great numbers.

The land in this township is divided into two kinds. The bor-
der of the sound, which is generally good ; and that in the inte-
riour, which is a collection of hills, stony, sandy, and lean; orig-
inally covered with shrub oaks and pitch pines. This ground,
which constitutes a considerable part of the township, produces
scarcely any thing, beside small crops of rye. On the former of
these tracts the inhabitants are generally in good circumstances.
On the latter, though said to be industrious, they are generally,
and indeed necessarily, poor and unthrifty. Except the village
above mentioned, Westerly is a collection of farms.
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There is a good common school near the bridge, styled an
academy. There are several other schools in the township, as
much inferiour to this, as the parochial schools in other parts of
New-England are to the academies.

Immediately after leaving Paukatuc village, a traveller is
struck with the sudden change of the whole artificial scenery.
The houses, a few exccpted, are small, old, and ragged. The
barns vanish ; and the tidy, thrifty appearance of Connecticut
ceases. Every thing indicates a want of energy; a destitution
of all views, and efforts, towards improvement ; a sluggish acqui-
escence in inconveniences, and imperfections, which a more vig-
orous disposition would easily remove. .

About one fourth of the people of Westerly are supposed to be
Sabbatarians, or seventh-day Baptists. Some of these people
appear to be religious, and are more distinguished by good mor-
als than most of their neighbours. The remainder are chiefly
Baptists.

Charlestown resembles Westerly in soil and surface, in its
houses and inhabitants. The lands on the sound are however
more beautiful, and more fertile, consisting of smooth, easy
slopes, and handsome plains, divided into spacious fields, and fed
by fine herds of cattle. The season was now remarkably dry ;
yet there were sufficient proofs of the fertility of these grounds.
A great part of the houses are ill-built, misshapen, and unrepair-
ed ; and exhibit an absolute want of both taste and economy.
The people of Charlestown, who live on the Sound lands, appear
to be in good circumstances ; and furnish for exportation a con-
siderable quantity of beef, butter, and cheese : all in good repu-
tation. The whole of this tract seems to have reached the high-
est point of improvement, aimed at by the inhabitants, and to be
either stationary or declining. Their products, their houses,
their manners, and their enjoyments, are much the same, as they
were fifty years ago, and as they probably will be fifty years to
come.

In the Southern part of this township is a pond, called Pauwa-
get,or Charlestown Pond, and part of another called Conaquotoag :

Vou. 1. . 6
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the remaining part being in Westerly. The former is about four
miles in length, and extensively visible along this road. It is sep-
arated from the Sound by a narrow beach, through which several
passages have been made for the admission of fish. In these twe
ponds, and several others in Westerly, Charlestown, and South-
Kingston, immense numbers of streaked bass, and various other
kinds of fish, are caught annually.

Westerly contained, in 1790, 2,298 inhabitants ; in 1800, 2,329 ;
and, in 1810, 1,911.*

Charlestown, in 1790, contained 2,022 inhabitants ; in 1800,
1,454 ; and, in 1810, 1,174. This extraordinary decrcase I am
unable to explain.

On the North side of the road through both Westerly and
Charlestown the ranges of hills which are numerous and sudden,
terminate either immediately on the road, or at a small distance;
presenting to the eye their rough, ragged ends, covered with
sands, or loaded with a dismal collection of naked rocks. Deso-
late and barren grounds are often scenes of romantic wildness
and grandeur: here they were objects of mere disgust.

About ten miles from Newport the road turns directly North-
ward round a handsome hill, and winds along its Eastern margin
by the side of a river. At the cnd of two or three miles it turne
Eastward again, and crossing the river ascends a beautiful slope,
and descends another of the same appearance to Canonicut ferry.

The whole of South-Kingston, the next township to Charles-
town, so far as it is visible in the road, is pleasant and fertile.
The surface is extensively undulating. The hills rise and fall
with great ease and elegance, and are rounded with lines pecul-
iarly flowing and graceful. The inhabitants appeared to be pros-
perous, and the agriculture superiour to what we had before seen
in this State. In 1790 this township contained 4,131 inhabitants ;
in 1800, 3,438 ; and, in 1810, 3,560.

The flat country in these three townships, is appropriately
called Narrhaganset, or the Narrhaganset country.

* Westerly was the principal seat of Ninigret, one of the two chief Sachemy of the
Narrhagansets.
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The Hon. Major-General Gookin, who has left, in many par-
ticulars, the best ancient account, extant, of the natives of this
country, informs us, that originally, five principal Indian nations
occupied the chief part of New-England. The limits of this coun-
try on the North and West, were, at that time, imperfectly de-
fined. The tracts, assigned to these five nations by Mr. Gookin,
amount, also, to less than one half of the present New-England.
We are therefore to understand this account with important qual-
ifications.

The Pequods are the first of these nations. The jurisdiction
of this people spread over the country, commencing about five
miles East of Paukatuc river, at a place called Wecapaug, in the
township of Westerly, and terminating near the Western bounda-
ry of Connecticut. Mr. Gookin observes that their Sachem held
dominion over a part of Long-Island, the Moheagans, the Saga-
mores of Quinipeake, (Quinipiac or New-Haven,) the people on
Connecticut river, and over the most Southerly inhabitants of the
Nipmuc country about Quinabaug; the Southern part of the
County of Worcester. The country, inhabited by the Pequods,
has been already pointed out.

The second of these nations was the Narrhagansets ; who in-
habited most of the country, which is now the State of Rhode-
Island, and had also several tributaries.

The third nation was the Pawkunnakuts or Wamponoags ; who
inhabited the three Counties of Plymouth, Bristol, and Barnsta-
ble ; or the old Colony of Plymouth.

The fourth of these nations was the Massachusetts ; who occu-
pied the Counties of Suffolk, Norfolk, and Middlesex, and proba-
bly the Eastern border of Worcester.

The fifth nation was the Pawtuckets ; who lived in the County
of Essex, the Northern part of Middlesex, and the County of
Rockingham in New-Hampshire.

The two last of these nations I suppose to have been compre-
hended under the common name of Aberginians.

To these nations may be added the Nipmucs or Nipnets ; who
occupied the County of Worcester, and were extensively tributa-
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tary to the three first, which have been mentioned ; the Moheka-
neews ; who extended their jurisdiction over the Counties of
Berkshire, in Massachusetts ; Columbia, Rensselaer, a part of
Washington, Ulster, Albany, and Saratoga in the State of New-
York ; and the County of Bennington in Vermont ; and the Tar-
rateens : who possessed a great part of the District of Maine.

Westward of these nations, and bordering upon them, were the
Iroquois. These I shall have occasion to mention hereafter.

The comparative strength of these Chief nations, as declared
by the oldest Indians in Mr. Gookin’s time, was as follows.

Warriours
when most numerous.

The Pequods, - - - - - 4,000
Narrhagansets, - - - - 5,000
Pawkunnakuts, - - - - 3,000
Massachusetts, - - - - 3,000
Pawtuckets, - - - - 3,000
Nipnets, probably - - - 1,000

Mahekaneews, - - - - 1,000 -

From the smallness of the number of children, who survive
their childhood, and the universal devotion to war among the
Savages of this country, which makes every man a warriour as
early, and as late, as he can possibly employ himself in this busi-
ness ; it may be safely determined, that one person out of four is
a warriour. The whole number of these nations therefore, at the
time of their greatest known prosperity, may be safely consider-
ed as within the following enumeration.

The Pequods, - - - 16,000
. Narrhagansets, - - - 20,000
Pawkunnakuts, - - - 12,000
Masssachusetts, - - - 12,000
Pawtuckets, - - - 12,000
Nipnets, - - 4,000
Mohekaneews, - - - 4,000

Total, 80,000
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This population covered between thirty and forty thousand
square miles ; and may be considered as the acme of Indian pop-
ulation : for there is no tract of country, equally distant from the
cquator, which could boast of so many advantages, or furnish
equal means of subsistence to man, living in the Indian manner.
It is believed, that one third, if not one half of this population,
was sustained on fish only. ‘The Narrhagansets, whose country
was much more populous than that, which was inhabited by any
other of these tribes, were proprietors of the best fishing grounds;
i. e. for such fish, as Indians were able to take ; furnished by the
continent of North America. From this source was derived the
uncommon populousness of the Narrhaganset territory.

In the numbers, mentioned above, are intentionally included all
the subordinate and tributary tribes ; who, as I apprehend, being
either obliged or voluntarily inclined to take the field with their
Lords parammount, were customarily reckoned in the number of
their warriours. These numbers are given, as [ have observed,
according to the accounts of the oldest Indians within the knowl-
edge of Gen. Gookin. My own opinion is, that they are most, if
not all, exaggerated. Seventy thousand or two to a square mile,
would, I am satisfied, include every Indian, living on this tract at
any preceding period.

The Narrhagansets were undoubtedly the most formidable
tribe in New-England after the Pequods. 1 have observed that
~ their dread of the Pequods prevented them from uniting in the
scheme of exterminating the people of New-England, proposed
by Sassacus in 1637. Their dread of the English colonists pre-
vented them from openly uniting with Philip, who formed the
same design,. and attempted to execute it in the year 1675. Still
they favoured his enterprise ; and entertained his warriours with
a hospitality, which contradicted both their professions and their
treaties. Their warriours, also, went into the field with this
Chieftain ; and took their share in his battles, murders, and con-
flagrations. Satisfied of these facts, the Commissioners of the
United Colonies resolved, in the month of November, 1675, on
an expedition against these people ; and for this purpose directed
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an army of a thousand men to be immediately raised. Of these,
Massachusetts was to furnish 527; Plymouth 158 ; and Connecti-
cut, 315. Connecticut, however, sent 300 soldiers, and 150 Mo-
heagans and Pequods. Major Treat commanded the Connecti-
cut troops ; Major Bradford, those of Plymouth; and Major Apple-
ton, those of Massachusetts. Mr. Winslow, Governor of Ply-
mouth, commanded the whole. The Massachusetts and Plymouth
troops rendezvoused at Wickford, in North Kingston, on the Wes-
tern side of Narrhaganset Bay, about twenty-four miles South of
Providence, the 12th of December; and commenced some desul-
tory hostilities upon the enemy. On the 17th, the Connecticut
forces arrived at Petty Sqamscot ; which, from a number of cir-
cumstances, 1 conclude to be South Kingston.

On the 18th they were joined by their friends from Plymouth,
and Massachusetts. The night following was tempestuous, and
very cold. The snow fell to a considerable depth ; and the army
was without a shelter. Very early in the morning of the 19th,
they marched against the enemy, embodied in a swamp, which I
suppose to be that called Indian swamp, in the Northern part of
Charlestown. In the deep and thick recesses of this dismal place
was an island, containing five or six acres of ground, enclosed with
palisadoes. Here the Narrhaganset warriours, above two thou-
sand in number, armed with one thousand muskets, beside bows
and arrows, furnished with ammunition, and possessed of skill to
use them, had collected their whole strength, together with their
women and children, and their winter’s stock of provisions. One
of these people, named Peter, had quarrelled with his country-
men, and fallen into the hands of the colonists. This man prom-
_ ised to guide them to the fortress, and punctually fulfilled his
promise. The Massachusetts led the van; those of Plymouth
occupicd the centre ; and those of Connecticut the rear.

Fifteen miles, this band of heroes waded through the snow, be-
tween the dawn and one o’clock P. M. They reached the fort,
while their encmics were employed in dressing their dinner, with-
out a suspicion of their approach. The New-England forces
could discover but one entrance into the fort ; and this was on a
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log, felled across the exteriour ditch. The palisado was inclos-
ed by what Hubbard calls, ¢ a hedge, of almost a rod in thick-
ness.” This I suppose to have been a collection of bushes, and
branches of trees, laid closely without the wall. To force a pas-
sage through it, you will easily see, was in these circumstances a
work of too much time, difficulty, and danger: particularly, as
the alarm was given by a small party of the enemy, whom the ar-
my had met in the swamp, and driven before them into the fort.
From this embarrassment they were delivered by Peter, who led
them to another opening. Here some trees, lying loosely as they
fell, obstructed their course ; and a block-house, directly in front,
threatened them with destruction. The passage, however, was
possible; and they attempted it without hesitation: but the fire
from the block-house was so great, and so well directed, that they
were compelled to fall back. The attempt was immediately re-
newed, notwithstanding they lost a number of men in the onset,
and among others, Captains Johnson and Davenport, who fell
while they were fighting gallantly at the head of their companies.

During this struggle the Connecticut troops became impatient
of their situation in the rear; but found it impossible to act with
any advantage against the enemy, as the main body of the army was
between them and the fort. A part of them therefore, moved round
to the opposite side, and forced their way, over the hedge, through
a gap in the palisado. The Indians were so occupied in defend-
ing the entrance, where the Massachusetts people began the as-
sault, that these men crossed the hedge, and came upon their rear
unobserved. Here they poured upon them a well-directed fire.
Every man took aim; and every man was a marksman. The ex.
ecution, therefore, was great.

Just at this time some of the officers, commanding the main body
of the Colonial army, cried out, “they run.”” At the word the
soldiers pushed their enemies with increased vigour, and compel-
led them from their shelter. The contest then became still more
violent : but it was now carried on in the open field : and was
therefore more destructive to the Indians, and less so to the New-
England forces. The battle lasted from two to three hours; and
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ended in the expulsion of the enemy from the fort. The sol-
diers in the mean time set fire to their weekwams, and destroyed
them.

Three of the Massachusetts Captams Johnson, Davenport and
Gardiner; and three of the Connecticut Captains, Seely, Gallup,
and Marshall ; were killed outright. Capt. Mason of Connecti- -
cut, and Lieut. Upham of Massachusetts, died of their wounds.
The killed and wounded soldiers amounted to two bundred and
ten. Eighty of these died either on the field, or soon after the
battle : Forty belonging to Connecticut, thirty to Massachusetts,
and ten to Plymouth. The loss of the Indians, according to the
confession of Potock, one of their principal men, taken after-
wards at Rhode-Island, amounted to seven hundred killed out-
right, and three hundred more, who died of their wounds. Six
hundred, men, women, and children, were taken prisoners. The
whole number of the savages in the fort, is supposed to have been
four thousand. The remainder escaped.

After the battle, the New-England troops marched immediate-
ly back to their former places of rendezvous; carrying with them
their wounded, and most of their dead. Their march lay through
a pathless wilderness. The frost was severe ; and the snow so
deep, that they were scarcely able the next day to move at all.
To these inclemencies the wounded were exposed, equally with
the rest.

The Connecticut troops having suffered very severely from
their march, as well as from the conflict and the succeeding hard-
ships, it was thought proper, that they should return immediately
to Stonington. The Massachusetts forces, together with those
of Plymouth, took up their head quarters in the neighbourhood ;
and by destroying the provisions of the Indians, frequently alarm-
ing them, captivating some, and killing others, distressed them
not a little.

Few events in the annals of war have exhibited more honoura-
ble proofs of patience and fortitude under severe sufferings, or of
gallantry and firmness in battle, than this enterprise. The ene-
my greatly outnumbered the New-England army; and in num-
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bers, not less than theirs, were furnished with fire arms. They
were at the same time immured in a fastness, and defended by a
fortification, in the highest degree favourable to the Indian man-
ner of fighting : being secured in a great measure from the view
of their enemies ; while their enemies were perfectly open to
them. The savages were brave, and desperate : for they fought
near three hours, and until half of their warriours fell. The New-
England army, also, lost early in the engagement the greater part
of their principal officers. Marching through snow, even of a
moderate depth, is attended with excessive fatigue; and to be ex-
posed night after night to repeated snow storms, and severe frosts
has of itself been often fatal. All these evils were accumu-
lated upon the New-England troops in a deep forest; and were
borne without a fear, a murmur, or a thought of returning before
the purpose was accomplished. Not a single instance of coward-
ice, impatience, or dishonour, is left on record. The officers
and men, without an exception, suffered, fought, and endured, as
a band of brothers. When all the circumstances are considered,
I am satisfied, that it will be difficult to point out in the history of
mankind a fairer specimen of heroism, or of fortitude.

The great reason for undertaking this enterprise, beside the
treachery of the Narrhagansets, was the extreme danger, apprehen-
ded from their inroads upon the Colonies in the ensuing spring.
The Commissioners certainly acted very wisely in determining to
attack them before the commencement of their hostilities. They
hadalready proved themselves to be determined enemies; and were,
waiting only for an advantageous opportunity, to invade the Col-
onies. Had they been let alone till the ensuing season, they would
undoubtedly have destroyed great multitudes of the New-Eng-
land people; great multitudes, I mean more than they actually
destroyed. The Colonial troops marched at the critical moment.
A snow first, which immediately after fell to a great depth; and
then a thaw, which dissolved the snow, and filled the low grounds
with water ; would have rendered it impossible for them to reach
the enemy, until the season was too far advanced to allow the hope
of any important success. On the whole, Providence smiled on

Vo, I1L 7
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the undertaking in many important particulars; every one of
which seems to have been indispensable to its success.

In the ensuing spring the remainder of this people, joining
themselves to Philip and his associates in different parts of New-
England ; destroyed many of the towns ; and killed great num-
bers of the inhabitants.

In the month of March, Captain George Denison, of Stoning-
ton, one of the bravest and most skillful of partisans, made a suc-
cessful incursion into the Narrhaganset country; whgre he sur-
prised, and seized, Nanuntenoo, son of Miantonimoh, and the
chief Sachem of this people. He was offered his life upon condi-
tion of living in peace with the Colonists: but he received the
offer with disdain; and would not permit any intercession to be
made for his life ; declaring with a loftiness of mind, which would
have been admired in a Grecian hero, that he chose to die before
his heart became soft, and before he had uttered any thing unwor-
thy of his character.

In the course of this season, Denison, with his Volunteers,killed
and took, in several expeditions, 230 of the enemy, without hav-
ing one man either killed or wounded. This fact, which in any
circumstances would have been extraordinary, was here astonish-
ing : for the Indians are the most exact marksmen in the world.*
During the whole of this season Philipand his associateswere every
where pursued, throughout the different parts of the country, by
Major Talcott, Captain Denison, Captain Church, and many oth-
.er gallant ofticers and men, without intermision. Parties every
where scoured the country, and left the Indians neither safety nor
rest. In August, Philip, the source and soul of the war, was sur-
prised, and shot, by an Indian, one of the soldiers of Captain
Church. With him the hopes, and exertions, of the enemy in the

* The brave actions of the Connecticut Volunteers have not been enough applaud-
ed. Denison’s name ought to be perpetuated. The Narrhaganset fight had enra-
ged the Indians, and made them desperate ; and the English plantations after that,
were in greater terror than before; but this successful hunting them, and ferreting
them out of their boroughs, sunk and broke their spirits, and seems to have determin-
ed the fate of the English and Indians, which until then was doubtful and uncer-
tain.—Huichinson, Vol. I. page 276.



LETTER V. 47

Southern half of New-England expired. Peace was established
the following year. There were, a few years since, remaining
in the country several hundred of the descendants of these peo-
ple, and of their neighbours, the Eastern Nianticks. I know
nothing in their character, or circumstances, which distinguished
them from the Indians of Stonington.

1 am, Sir, yours, &c.
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Canonicut Island—Newport; Its buildings, Harbour, and Fortifications—Proposi-
tion of the French Government relative to the occupancy of Newport— Remarka-
ble cliffs and chasm—Enumeration of the Fish brought to this market—- Healthful-
ness and Commerce of Newport—Its settlement.

Dear Sir,

WE crossed Canonicut ferry, lying between what is here called
Boston neck and that Island; and then rode across the island,
one mile in breadth, to Newport ferry.

Canonicut is a beautiful #land, sloping with great elegance from
the middle to the shores. All the lines of its surface are grace-
ful ; and the soil is rich. It is about seven miles long from North
to South ; and includes a single township, incorporated in 1678
by the name of Jamestown, which, in 1790, contained 507 inhab-
itants ; in 1800, 501 ; and, in 1810, 504.

The prospects from the highest part of this island are uncom-
monly handsome.

We crossed Newport ferry, between Canonicut and the island
of Rhode-Island, more rapidly than either of us wished; and ar-
rived at 7 o’clock.

The next day, Sunday, September 21st, we attended divine ser-
vice in the Rev. Mr. Patten’s church. Monday and Tuesday
morning we spent in examining the town, the fortifications in the
harbour, the remains of the British works, erected during the
Revolutionary war, and several other objects in the neighbour-
hood.

Newport is built near the Southern end of the island of Rhode-
Island, upon the Western shore. Its site is a beautiful slope, ri-
sing from the water, to the Eastern side of the town. It is unne-
cessary to observe, after what has been repeatedly said upon this
subject, that it is irregularly laid out, like most other towns in the
United States. The streets, dsicept Main-street, which is a mile
in length, straight and wide, are narrow. Almost all the houses
are built of wood ; few comparatively are.painted ; many are out
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of repair ; and many stand endwise upon the street. The town
strikes the eye of a traveller, therefore, much less agreeably, than
he would naturally expect from the figure, which it has long made
in the history and commerce of this country. To most of the
houses are attached small, and to a considerable number large,
gardens, which diffuse a cheerful, sprightly asffect around them.
The good ‘houses, of which there is a considerable number, are
scattered ; and frequently illuminate spots, which would be other-
wise absolutely gloomy. A few of them wmay be styled. hand-
some.

Newport contains ten buildings, erected for public worshlp of
which the Baptists have four, the Presbyterians two, the Episco-
palians, Moravians, Quakers, and Jews, one each. Of these build-
ings the best is the Episcopal church; but even this appears old
and neglected. There is also an academy, a library, a court-
house, and a gaol. The court-house is a decent building. The
library was formerly valuable : but many of the books were lost,
or carried away, and many more were injured, whlle the British
were in possession of the town.

The harbour of Newport is deep, and sufficiently capacious, to
admit any namber of vessels of any size, which will probably ever
be assembed in one body. Indeed, all the waters which encom-
pass this island, except those on the South, may be regarded as
one vast harbour. The anchorage is very good. The egress and
ingress are perfectly easy; and its position isin the highest degree
favourable for the commerce of the East, and of the South.

Fortifications were begun here under the auspices of President
Adams; who intended this place as a station for the future Amer-
.ican navy. They consist of six different erections; one on Goat-
Island : one on Rose-Island ; one on Canonicut, at the Point cal-
led the Dumplings ; two on Rhode-Island ; and one on another isl-
and. These are all parts of a great scheme, intended to affect,
and controul, the harbour, and its entrances; and, it has been
supposed, will be sufficient fos this purpose. Of this subject I
am a very incompetent judge; yet I cannot but confess myself

doubtful concemning it. :
.
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I was never so struck with the insidiousness of the proposal,
made by the French Government, to have this island, and har-
bour, ceded to them by Congress, as at this time. Congress, in-
deed, had it not in their power to alienate any part of the territo--
ry of any State. The arguments, adduced by the French to
persuade Congres to a compliance with their wishes, were, that
a French fleet, being kept here with a considerable body of land
forces, would prevent the island from being seized anew by Great
Britain, and preclude the British from a harbour on our coast;
would be ready at all times, as an ally, to defend us in war; and
would furnish a valuable market for our productions in peace.
Had this story been told in plain English, it would have run thus.
Newport would furnish a convenient station for French ships at all
times; and especially when France was at war with Great-Brit-
ain ; would enable the French to awe us in time of peace, and to
distress us by harassing our coast, and destroying our trade in time
of war; would furnish us with just such an ally, as the man in the
fable became to the horse, when he assisted him to drive off the
stag; with masters, voluntarily invited by us, and kindly disposed
to rule, and ride us, according to their pleasure.

Soon after Mr. Jefferson’s entrance upon the Presidency, the
fortifications in this harbour were discontinued. Any nation, that
pleases, may, therefore, now occupy this advantageous spot; and
will never be driven off from it by force, until the Americans shall
have wisdom enough to raise up a fleet, sufficient to command it
on the side of the ocean. '

The commerce of Newport was formerly extensive; but was
destroyed in the Revolutionary war. A part of the inhabitants
were driven off ; and the part which remained behind, were not
a little distressed by their invaders. The effects of these disas-
ters are felt to the present time; and the town has never recover-
ed its former prosperity. Before the Revolution, also, the inhab-
itants carried on a brisk trade to the African coast. This has
been prohibited by the National Government ; and has therefore
been chiefly, though it is said not entirely, discontinued. A few
individuals with a laudable spirit of enterprize have made several

»
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successful attempts in commercial business of other kinds ; and
the spirit of the citizens, which seems to have been rather asleep
than awake, for some years past, is beginning to revive. Still an
air of inactivity prevails here: and. though many of the inhabit-
ants are said to be rich, few of them seem to be engaged in any
active designs of adding to their property.

On Monday morning, D. Lyman, Esq. Collector of this port, a
gentleman to whom we were indebted for many civilities, accom-
panied us to the seat of the late Godfrey Malbone, Esq. now the
property of Mr. William Rotch of New-Bedford. The gardens
appear to have been once well stored with fruit, and other pro-
ductions. The spot is delightful ; and the house originally inclu-
ded many conveniences, but its appearance must have been al-
ways indifferent. The farm, on which it stands, containing a
thousand acres, is an object of great beauty and value.

From this place we proceeded to Tommany Hill, a little East-
ward of Mr. Malbone’s house ; on which the British built a fort,
while they had possession of Newport. This isa fine eminence,
commanding the best view of the island, the bay, the town, the
neighboun’ng islands, the river far up towards Providence, and
the opposite main.

In the afternoon, I accompanied Major Lyman to the Southern
shore of the island. Here, at the distance of a mile and a half
fromn the town, is a remarkable range of cliffs, formed of pudding-
stone, exactly like that which abounds in the neighbourhood of
Boston; particularly on the Dedham and Plymouth roads. These
cliffs are forty feet in height ; and contain a chasm six feet wide,
one hundred and fifty feet long, measuring back from their front,
and descending below the surface of the water, to a depth which
is unknown. The darkness, raggedness, and perpendicularity, of
this chasm give it an awful appearance ; and have entailed upon
it the emphatical name of Purgatory.

One of our American philosophers, whom Major Lyman con-
ducted to this place some years since, and who observed, that he
bad never before seen any thing, which resembled these rocks,
was asked what he thought concerning their origination. He an-

Y
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swered, that they were undoubtedly derived from the petrifaction
of vegetable matter. Upon being further asked how long he
supposed the progress of petrifaction had been going on, he re-
plied, ¢ probably a million of years; perhaps two million ; and
not improbably five or six. The period has undoubtedly been a
very long one, but how long, it is impossible to determine.”

A plain man, in the exercise of mere common sense, would
naturally have recollected, that vegetable matter contains in it-
self no principle of petrifaction ; that whenever vegetables have
been petrified, the induration has been invariably effected by
means of some fluid, existing in the earth or its waters; that no
vegetable was ever known to be petrified, while lying in a dry
position on its surface ; that vegetables are indeed capable of be-
coming mould ; but that this mould, unless accumulated by rains,
or streams, does no where, even on this continent, where it seems
to have been forming from the remotest period, exceed twenty-
four inches in depth ; and that, therefore, it cannot possibly have
been accumulated here alone, to the depth of more than forty
feet. , ‘

Such a man would also have asked, how this vegetable matter
was originally formed, and afterwards petrified, beneath the sur-
face of the ocean; where no terrene vegetable could possibly
grow. He would next have inquired, how the plums, (i. e. the
pebbles, and other larger stones,) often exceeding twelve inches
in diameter, embosomed by this mass in numbers apparently infi-
nite, could exist in petrified vegetable matter ; whether they ori-
ginally grew within the substance of plants, shrubs, and trees; or
whether they were anciently, (i. e. two or three millions of years
ago,) the kinds of fruit, which they bore; or whether the cause of
the petrifaction, proved by the uniformity of the embosoming
mass to be perfectly simple, turned the vegetable matter, uniform
also, partly into this mass, and partly into the plums, of which
some are slate; some are quartz almost pure ; some are granite ;
some are sandstone; and others are very different from each oth-
er, and from them all. If neither of these modes of explanation
satisfied him, he would further ask, whether, when the first stra-
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tum of vegetable matler began to undergo the process of petri-
faction, it lifted, by some unknown effort, the plums, which were
beneath, above its upper surface, that they might be ready for
the next stratum ; and then another set of plams, above the sur-
face of the second, to be ready for the third ; thus raising them
through all the superincumbent strata, until, finally, the last col-
lection was supplied for the stratum which was uppermost.

After making these inquiries, he would have recurred to his
own observation, if it had extendecd so far, and recollected, that
pudding stone exists at little distances in every part of this coun-
try ; and that the embosoming mass always partakes of the na-
ture, qualities, and appearances, of the ground, in which it is
formed. He would recollect, that this mass is sometimes cement-
ed loam, containing in it the same grit, which is found in the ad-
joining earth ; that in sand, it is a mere sand stone, differing from
the surrounding sand in nothing but hardness; that in the soil
called brick-mould, it varies from a brown, faintly shaded with
red, to a red, approaching to crimson ; and that in yellow earth,
its hue is a variety of the same colour. He would remember al-
50, that in its tenacity it varies from mere earth to the most solid
rock : the parts being often so friable, as to be easily pulverized
between the thumb and finger; that they are often decomposcd
by the weather ; and that in both these cases they become again
the very earth, of which they were formed. He would remem-
ber also, that rocks of pudding stone, both solid and stratified, of
every form and every size, exist in the bowels of the earth, at
every depth, which has been explored, and in the bowels of
mountains ; and that they rise singly to a considerable height
above the surface adjacent ; so as to require for their formation,
that the vegetable matter should be heaped up, and confined, in
detached spots, in an extraordinary manner. Finally, he might
be informed, that great mountains are chiefly composed of the
same stone ; to the formation of which, it must be admitted, a
soil unusually productive, and a vegetation remarkably prolific,
were indispensable.  From all this a plain man would naturally

conclude ; especially as he always found the stones, in the em-
Vou. III. i
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bosoming mass, the very same, and lying in just such clusters, as
those imbedded in the earth around them ; that pudding stone is
formed by the efficacy of a fluid, cementing, and thus petrifying,
the earth ; and that its substance was not vegetable matter.

The well-bred people of Newport have the same polished,
agreeable manners, which prevail along the Eastern coast of
Massachusetts. The decay of business has produced here its cus-
tomary consequences. The men of wealth live by loaning their
money, without entering, in any great degree, into active, useful
business. The poor people catch fish for their sustenance, and
lounge, and saunter, for their pleasure. This state of things is
unnecessary, and unhappy.

Religion and morals are, here, not on a high scale. In the
church, where we attended divine service, there were perhaps
thirty persons present in the morning, and in the afternoon, not
more than sixty or seventy. The day was wet ; but the streets
are paved ; the members of the congregation live at little distan-
ces from the church ; and the minister is respected and beloved.
I was informed, that in all the other churches, except one belong-
ing to the Baptists, the attendance is usually thin.

The people of Newport are in general not very friendly to the
college in Providence. For this, the following reason was men-
tioned to me. When the college was in projection, it was pro-
posed to place it where the largest subscription should be obtain-
ed. Newport contributed the greatest sum: yet it was placed
at Providence ; and the resentment of the people of Newport
has not subsided.

In a former part of these letters I mentioned that I would give
some account of the fish, found on the coasts of New-England.
N ‘wport is acknowledged to be the best fich market in the United
States. The following list of the fish, caught in the neighbouring
waters, was furnished me by my friend Mr. S. of this town.

*1. Alewife, *5. Blue Fish,

*2. Anchovy, . 6. Brill,

*3. Bass, *7. Bonetta,

*4. Sea Bass, -8, Bill Fish,
~ S
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9. Chiving, %45,
10. Cusk, *46.
*11. Cauchogset, *47.
12. Cutfish, *48,
13. Cravalley, *49,
*14. Mud Clam, *50.
#15. Beach Clam, *51,
16. Cockle, *52.
17. Conckle, *53.
*18. Green Crab, *54.
19. Saad Crab, *55.
*90. Sea Crab, *56.
21. Spider Crab, *57.
22. King Crab, *58.
23. Running Crab, *59.
*24. Drum, 60.
25. Dace, 61.
26, Dog Fish, *62.
27. Egg Fish, *63.
*28. Sea Eel, *64.
29. Sand Eel, 65.
#30. Lamprey Eel, 66.
#31. Common Eel, 67.
*32, Flounder, 68.
#33, Frost Fish, *g9,
*34, Flying Fish, *70.
385. Grunt, *71.
#36. Haddock, *72.
*37. Hake, *73.
*38. Halibut, 74.
*39, English Herring, *75.
40. Lancet, *76.
41. Limpet, 77.
*42. Lobster, 78.
43. Maid, *79.
*44. Mullet. *80.

Black Muscle,
Pale Muscle,
Manhaden,
Round Mackarel,
Small do.
Spanish ~ do.
Large-horse do.
Oyster,

Plaice,

Pout,

Pike,

Pumpkin Fish,
Pollock,

Sea perch,
Pond do.
Porpoise,
Periwinkle,
Quahaug,
Rudder Fish,
Roach,

Seal,

Shark,

Sting Ray,
Skip Jack,
Scuppague,
Succoteague,
Sturgeon,
Sheepshead,
Salmon,

Skate,

Shad,

Smelt,

Soal,

Sucking Fish,
Silver Fish,
Escallop,
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81. Squid, *97. Whiting,

*82. Shrimp, *98. Winkle,

*83. Shiner, 99. Wilke,

84. Sea Snail, 100. Yellow belly.

85. Sager, *101. Cod Fish.

86. Sword Fish, *102. Dolphin,

87. Tarpum, 103. Whale,

*88. Tautaug or Black Fish, [*104. Redfin Perch,

89. Thorn Back, 105. Sun Fish, two sorts,
*90. Tom Cod, 106. Pickerel,

*91. Trout, ) 107. Portuguese man of war,
*92, Mud Turtle, 108. Horse-foot,

*93. Toad Turtle, 109. Razor-handle Clam,
*94, Terrapin. 110. Fresh-water Clam,
*95. Loggerhead Turtle, *111. Fresh-water Sucker,
96. Toad Fish, 112, Star fish or Five finger.

Mr. S. subjoins to this list the following observations.

“Some of the fish named in the above schedule, have been
seen here but seldlom. The Horse Mackarel formerly frequent-
" ed this coast in immense numbers, and in the season were con-
stantly to be found in the market. But about the close of the
Revolutionary war they forsook our waters, and have not made
their appearance since. They were esteemed a great delicacy ;
and are the largest of the mackarel species. I have prefixed
an asterisk to the names of those, which have been found fit for
the table. Those annexed to the following numbers are in their
season generally to be found in the Newport market. No. 3, 4,
5, 11, 14, 18, 30, 31, 33, 36, 38, 42, 48, 49, 52, 53, 62, 72, 88,
90, 92, 93, 94, 95, 101, 104.

On a skirt of this town is the foundation of a wind-will, erected
some time in the seventeenth century. The cement of this work,
* formed of shell lime and beach gravel, has all the firmness of
Roman mortar ; and when broken off, frequently brings with it a
part of the stone. Time has made no impression on it, except
to increase its firmness. It would be an improvement in the art -
of building in this country, if mortar, made in the same manuer,
were to be generally employed. '
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Newport has always been esteemed one of the healthiest spots
in America. The air of this island is almost absolutely sea air;
is damp ; often replenished with mists ; less cold than the neigh-
bouring continent in the winter, ‘and less warm in the summer.
The temperature resembles in some degree that of England.
Whatever is the cause, it has long enjoyed this reputation ; and
has accordingly been a place of great resort; especially from the
Southern States and the West-Indies.

Newport has ever subsisted by commerce ; and is still to a con-
siderable extent employed in various kinds of commercial busi-
ness. It is the port of entry, if I mistake not, for most of the
trading towns in the State, Providence excepted. The follow-
ing is an abstract of the duties, collected here for ten years.

Years. Duties. Years. Duties.

1801 - - $205,153 1806 - - $180,692
1802 - - 173,067 | 1807 - - 94,232
1803 - - 134,605 | 1808 - - 63,380
1804 - - 136,511 | 1809 - - 68,757
1805 - - - 222,525 | 1810 - - 59,075

This town was settled, in 1639, by Mr. William Coddington, and
seventeen others. These men, together with Mr. Vane, afterwards
Sir Henry Vane, favoured the peculiar tenets of Mrs. Hutchinson.
As these tenets became more and more unpopular, Mr. Codding-
ton, who had been a Councillour in the Colony of Massachusetts
Bay, and been held in much reputation, was unwilling to contin-
ue in a country, where his character and influence had materially
declined. In the year 1637, he and his companions purchased this
island, then known by the Indian name of Aquidnec, or Aquetnec.
Here he soon after settled himself, with several of his associates.
Mr. Hutchinson speedily followed him with his family ; and by
the zeal and activity of his wife, was chosen Governour in the
place of Mr. Coddington ; whom this restless, turbulent woman,
incapable of any enjoyment, unless when controlling both the civil
and ecclesiastical affairs of the community, in which she lived, per-
suaded the inhabitants to lay aside. Mr. Hutchinson died in
1642 ; and Mrs. Hutchinson removed to Manhattan, afterwards
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New-York. Mr. Coddington was then reinstated, and continued
to be respected until his death. From the effects of Mrs. Hutch-
inson’s conduct on himself, he probably learned moderation and
wisdom. The Colony does not appear to have been molested by
the Indians. In truth, the inhabitants were secured by the strength
and bravery of the other Colonies; which, however, placed no
confidence either in them, or in their neighbours at Providence,

and would never receive them into their union.
I am, Sir, yours, &c.
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Battle between the Americans under General Sullivan, and the British, commanded
by Sir Robert Pigot—Stone Bridge—Tiverton—State of Rhode-Island—Its boun-
daries and divisions—Original Settlement—State of Religion and Learning—
Common Schools.

Dear Sir,

Tuespav, September 23, we left Newport after dinner; and
rode to Tiverton : twelve miles. In our journey we passed through
almost the whole length, and the whole breadth, of the island of
Rhode-Island. Every where we found the same finely rounded
swells, elegant slopes, and handsome vallies ; which, beginning,
as a characteristic feature, at South Kingston, and continuing
through Canonicut, terminated here. Except a few cliffs which
in some places form the shore, and are hanging and solemn, the
surface is every where easy and graceful. The soil also is excel-
lent, and especially fitted for grass. From thirty to forty thou-
sand sheep are annually fed here, beside many neat cattle. The
island abounds also in orchards ; and yields a considerable quan-
tity of garden fruit; particularly pears, of many varieties ; some
of them very fine. Peaches are neither excellent, nor prosper-
ous. They are injured by the peach-worm. In the spring, the
sea winds are supposed to chill and shrink, and sometimes to de-
stroy every kind of fruit. The inhabitants, therefore, surround
their orchards and fruit yards with a shelter of forest or other
hardy trees. Among these, cherry trees are found firmly to re-
sist the influence of the winds. They are said to bear well : but
many of those, which we saw, still exhibited evident marks of
British ravages during the late war.

The fences on this island are generally stone walls, moderately -
well-built, and in tolerable repair. The wood was chiefly cut
down by the British. In some places is has grown again to a
considerable height. We passed the remains of several British
works.
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In a valley, just below the hill, called Meeting House Hill, and
sometimes Quaker Hill, a battle was fought between the Ameri-
cans under General Sullivan, and the British under Sir Robert
Pigot. The Americans had crossed the river with an intention
of attacking the British force in Newport ; while the French fleet,
under the command of the Count D’Estaing, was expected to
second their efforts by sea. The Count, being drawn from his
station by the address of Lord Howe, put to sea, in pursuit of the
British fleet. Here he was overtaken by a violent storm, August
11th, and suffered so severely, that he concluded to return to
Boston with his fleet. A small number of his ships, only, came
up with the British ; and those were roughly handled. Thus the
enterprise was abandoned by the French Admiral. Had the
Americans marched for Newport immediately after they had land-
ed, or had D’Estaing returned to Newport, after his pursuit of
Lord Howe was ended, it is not improbable, that the British
force might have been obliged to surrender; especially as they
were ill supplied with provisions. Neither of these efforts was,
however, made. Lord Howe, in the mean time, having sailed
back to New-York, took on board 4000 additional troops; and
proceeded as fast as possible for Rhode-Island. The American
General, having received intelligence of this measure, resolved to
retreat as early as he could do it with safely. To cover this de-

sign, he employed his men in throwing up works ; and made the

appearance of continuing his operations with spirit. On the 28th
he withdrew his army from the neighbourhood of the Dritish
works in the evening ; and at three the next morning had reach-
ed his destined position, near the North end of the island, without
molestation or loss. At seven the British, who, as soon as they
discovered their retreat, pursued them, began a brisk fire upon an
advanced body of their troops, in this valley. Detachnients were
sent out from both armies, until the battle became ina great
measure general. At the close of the engagement the advantage
lay on the side of the Americans. They were commanded by
General Greene : and behaved, (the militia no less than the regu-
lar troops,) with a gallantry, highly honourable to their character,

7
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especially as they were discouraged by the desertion of Count
D’Estaing; and had scarcely recovered from their severe suffer-
ings, occasioned by the long-continued violence of a furious storm.
The next day General Sullivan, being informed, that Lord Howe
was on his way to intercept his retreat with a body of men, em-
ployed himself with great diligence. and success to deceive the
enemy, and convey his army, together with their tents, baggage,
stores, and artillery, to the main. Both these purposes he ac-
complished in a manner very honourable to himself. Al his men;
and every thing belonging to them, arrived safe, except those,
who were killed or missing in the action. The Americans: lost.
on this occasion thirty killed, one hundred and thirty-two woun-
ded, and forty-four missing. The British lost tbirty-eight killed,
two hundred and ten wounded, and twelve missing.
Narrhaganset Bay is formed by the influx of Taunton and Paw-
tucket rivers. The island of Rhode-Island lies in this bay, about
six miles from the Western, three from the Northern, and where
narrowest half a mile from the Eastern, shore. A this place we
crossed the ferry, known here by the name of Howland’s ferry.
Two bridges have been erected over it ; the first at the expense
of $30,000, and the second at that of $26,000. The latter was ru-
ined by the sea-worms. Had the wooden piers, on which it was
built, been painted with verdigrise, the loss might possibly have
been prevented. A ship. whose bottom was covered with this
pigment, lately returned from India to Newpert; and was so
sound, that the owner, it is said, sold the copper, with which she
was to have been sheathed. Since the loss of the second bridge
it has been proposed to form a communication between the main
and this place by filling up the whole breadth of the river, except
a narrow, passage, with stone, dropped into the water, and suffer-
ed to fall a8 chance may direct.” One third of the depth is said to
be filled with the foundation laid for the bndges already mention-
ed. On the Tiverton side stone can be obtained in any quanti-
ties, and in the most convenient positions. Seventy thousand
dollars, it is supposed, would cover the whole expense. When °
it is considered how necessary this work is for the defence of the
Vor. HI. 9
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island ; how desirable for the trade of the neighbouring inhabit-
ants; and how convenient for the purposes of general inter-
course ; it is impossible not to wish success to such an underta-
king, .

In the year 1806, the proposed bridge, mentloned in the last
paragraph, was finished. Masses of granite of various sizes were,
according to the plan specified, brought to the spot, dropped into
the water, and suffered to fall ad libitum. In this manner two
vast heaps, with a passage between them, were raised to the low-
water mark. Above this a bridge of the same materials was rais-
ed. of mason-work, to the proper height above high-water mark ;
wiien strong walls of stone were built at the sides, and the floor-
ing covered with gravel. This is undoubtedly the best bridge,
which has been erected in the United States. The work was ex-
ecuted under the superintendence of Daniel Lyman Esquire, the
gentleman mentioned above; and cost $70,000.

On the ferry we had a full view of Mount Hope, now Bristol ;
one of the residences of Massassoit, the celebrated Sachem of the
Wampanoags, and of his son Philip.

We lodged at Tiverton, and the next morning rode to New-
.Bedford ; eighteen miles; through Westport; nine.

Tiverton is the North-Eastern corner of this state. On the
South it has Little Compton, on the East Westport in Massachu-
setts, and on the North Somerset in the same State. The parts of
this township, visible on the road, were generally rocky, and lean.
At some distance on both sides of the road, the land as we were
informed, is good; yielding not unfrequently forty bushels of
maizc, and twenty of barley, per acre. On the shore near the
ferry the hills are high, rocky, and barren. The only pleasant
object on the land side is a small village, consisting principally of
new and neatly built houses, the mhabltants of which carry on a
little commerce.

Tiverton contained in 1790, 2,453 inhabitants; in 1800, 2,717;
and m 1810, 2,837,

The State of Rhode-Island is situated between 41° 17’, and 42°
North Latitude, and between 71° 6' and 71° 52’ West Longitude.
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On the North it is twenty-nine miles in extent; on the South for-
ty-three ; on the West forty-nine; and on the East thirty-nine.
Almost the whole State lies on the Western side of Narrha-
ganset bay. On the East are the townships of Tiverton, and Lit-
tle Compton ; and on the North, those of Bristol, Warren, and
Barrington. The state of Massachusetts borders upon Pawtuck-
et river, from the falls to the mouth of Providence bay; an extent
of about twelve or fourteen miles; and includes the head of Mount
Hope bay, into which Taunton river discharges its waters. Narr-
haganset bay, formed by the influx of these rivers into the occan,
contains Rhode-Island proper, Canonicut, Prudence, Paticnce,
Hog, Dutch, Gould, and Hope, islands; together with several,
which are still smaller. Block-Island, which lies off the coast of
Charlestown, belongs also to this state. The whole number of
islands contain about ninety square miles; Narrhaganset bay about
two hundred; and the remaining part of the State about one thou-
sand three hundred ; in the whole about one thousand six hun-
dred.

This State is bounded on the West by Connecticut; on the
~ North and East, by Massachusetts ; and on the South by the At-
lantic. The climate and seasons are the same with those of the
neighbouring countries. The soil on the islands, and a narrow
border on the bay, and the ocean is rich; the remainder is partly
a lean sand, and partly a cold loam, replenished with stoncs and
rocks, cultivated with difticulty, and yielding a slender reward to
the-labours of the husbandman.

There are no mountains in this State.

The principal rivers arc Pawcatuck in the South-West ; Paw-
tacket on the North-East ; and Patuxet in the middle : and these
are only large mill-streams.

The State of Rhode-Island is divided into five counties. Prov-
idence containing ten townships; Newport seven: Wachington
seven ; Kent four; Bristol three.
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Ta the year  The No. of inhabitants was! In the year The No. of inhabitants was

1730 - ‘- 17,985 | 1783 - - 51,899%
1748 - - - 34,028 | 1790 - - 68,825
1761 - - 40,636 1800 - - 69,122
1774 - - 59,678 1810 - - 76,931

The inhabitants of this State are almost wholly descended from
the English. The original planters were chiefly immigraats from
Massachusctts; part of them led by Roger Williams, and a part
by Mr. Coddington. The former settled at Providence, and the
latter at Newport. The former division consisted principally of
Baptists. Mr, Coddington, after having lived some time in Bos-
ton, became an Antinomian; and, having lost much of his influ-
ence, removed to Rhode-Island with several other persons of the
same class. Both he and Mr. Williams were held in high esti-
mation by their followers. The wars carried on by Plymouth,
Massachusetts, and Connecticut, against Philip and the Narrha-
gansets, which terminated in the rcduction of both, secured
Rhode-Island from the hostilities of the Indians, and probably
from absolute ruin. From the circumstances of its early settle-
ment Rhode-Island became naturally the resort, not only of such
adventurers as harmonized with them in religions opinions, but
of most of those, who were discontented and restless. A gradual
aggregation originated by a great variety of incidental causes,
spread over the State; and occupied the whole of its territory.
No singlc or regular scheme of colonization, beyond what has
been already mentioned, was pursued. No common object uni-
ted the immigrants ; and no common character could be traced
through the mass. Of the number, who finally filled up its ex-
tcnt, were Calvinistic, Arminian, Sabbatarian, and Separate Bap-
tists; constituting, together, the largest class of inhabitants; Pres-
byterians, Episcopalians, Moravians, Quakers, and Jews. Of
most of these classes a considerable number are Nihilists. In
such casual collections of mankind it is an almost necessary con-
sequence of their junction in society, that their peculiar religious
opinions are held with less and less tenacity ; that concessions

# This diminution was occasioned by the Revolutionary war.
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are gradually, and insensibly, made by each to each; that each -
class respects its own doctrines less, and becomes more and more
indifferent to those of others; and that all religious doctrines. im-
perceptibly perhaps, but really lose their influence, until the com-
munity becomes dispossessed of that bencficent eflicacy, which is
ever to be expected from the Gospel, wherever it is cordially be-
lieved by an undivided body of men.

The inhabitants of this State, in epposition to the rest of their
New-England brethren, have uniformly refused to support the
public worship of God by law, or in other words to make a legal
proviston for the support of ministers and churches. A contract
between a minister and his Congregation for his maintenance they
have placed on the same footing, as contracts made at the gam-
ing-table. Hence, except in their large towns, a minister liber-
ally educated cannot often be found. Hence the places of such
ministers are filled by plain, ignorant individuals. Ordinarily,
these are farmers and mechanics, who push themselves into the
desk for two reasons; to avoid labour, and to display their gifts ;
or in other words from sloth, and spiritual pride. In the desk, al-
most all such men vociferate in a manner, which in every other
place would be thought grossly indecent; distort doctrines and
precepts ; dishonour ordinances; pervert the meaning of the
Scriptures ; and murder arguments, and language.” They are
destitute of dignity, propriety, and candour; coarse, and clown-
ish, in their manners ; uncouth in their elocution; and in their
discourses clumsy, and ridiculous. Next to a wicked ministry,
the greatest evil, which can befal the church is a weak Ministry.

The churches in Providence and Newport | have alrcady des-
cribed. A large and handsome one has been lately erected at
Providence. Those, which I have seen in the country towns,
appear like badly built, and decayed barns.

To remedy the evil, which has been here specificd, the sober
and intelligent Baptists of this state founded Providence College;
or, as it is now called, Brown University. The design was hon-
ourable both to their heads, and their hearts. A considerable
number of young mén, of this persuasion, have been cducated ;
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and have been destined to the ministry. But, although the num--
ber of Baptists in most of the States in the Union is considerable,-
and in the whole, great; the places are not numerous, to which
such ministers can look for a living. In the citics and large towns,
several of them find a sufficient maintenance. Elsewhere, as
they are generally obliged to look only to voluntary contributions,
they must receive an imperfect support. Few of them there-
fore, as I believe, enter the ginistry. This evil is radical; and,
while men continue such as they have hitherto been, can ngver
be remedied, but by the interposition of Government. Of such
interposition in Rhode-Island there is, however, very little hope.

Schools usually go parallel with ministers, and churches.
Here, certainly, they move in the same course. Exclusive of a
few attempts, which have lately been made to establish acade-
mies, (of which, I believe one, two, or three, have succecded,)
and some efforts, which are made in the principal towns, schools
in this State can hardly be said to exist. The gentlemen, with
whom I conversed on this subject, expressed their mortification,
and their reprobation of the conduct of the State, in strong terms:
but they seemed to be hopeless concerning a reformation. With-
out churches men will be vicious of course; without schools they
will be ignorant ; and ignorance and vice are sufficiently melan-
choly characteristics of the people, in whom they are united.

It is not impossible, perhaps not improbable, that the energy
awakened in this State by the diffusion of manufactures, may be
productive of some beneficial consequences both to learning and
religion. The wealth of the inhabitants is visibly increasing with
rapidity; and will probably continue to increase through an in-
definite period. Wealth, wherever it is spread, generates of
couvse the desire of character; and this passion regularly stimu-
lates mankind to the use of those means, by which it may be
gratified. The first step towards giving character to children is
to give them at least a decent education ; and this step is always
taken, whenever wealth begins to be diffused. The next is not-
uncommonly the building of churches ; and the next, the settle-
ment and support of ministers: such, I mean. as are qualified to
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discharge the duties of the sacred office. Should this be the
course of events in Rhode-Island it is hardly possible, that the
character of the inhabitants at large should not be essentially me-
liorated.*

The manners of the body of the people differ materially from
those of Massachusetts, and Connecticut ; as you will easily de-
termine from the observations already made. The vices of ig-
norant people are always low, vulga®, and almost always predom-
inant. Horse-racing has for a long period been a favourite pur-
suit. This gross amusement turns polished men into clowns, and
clowns into brutes.

The Sabbath with a great part of this people, is merely a day
of visiting, and sport. Many of the inhabitants have customarily
devoted it to labour. A considerable number of persons in the
trading towns, Providence excepted, have been deeply engaged
in the slave trade. Some of the Missionary societies have in
their proceedings considered Rhode-Island as missionary ground.

: I am, Sir, yours, &c.

#* These observations were made in the year 1800. Since that time, the predic-
tion of the writer bas to a considerable extent been fulfilled. The manufacturing
establishments of this state have been enlarged and multiplied ; and the wealth of
the inhabitants increased in a more rapid manner than in any other- part of New-
England. With the acquisition of property, the people, particularly in the large
towns, appear to have acquired more liberal views concerning the importance of
learning to the community. Within three years, also, preceding 1821, revivals of
religion have taken place in a good number of towns and churches, refreshing the
hearts of christians, and elevating the moral and religious character of the State.—
Pub.
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Helburne Woods—W estport—New-Bedford—Its situation, commerce, and settle-
ment—Attack on Fair-Haven by the British in 1778.—Gallant defence of the
place by Major Fearing—Rochester—Wareham—Proposed canal across the pe-
ninsula of Cape Cod—Sandwich.

Dear Sir,

Frox Tiverton the road speedily entered a forest, called Hel-
burne woods : a wild, rocky, dreary tract, with hardly a cheerful
object in view. The road is stony, and miserably repaired ; the
soil is lean ; the little agriculture, found in a few solitary spots, is
wretched ; and the scattering houses appear as if they were inhab-
ited by persons, who knew not where else to find a shelter. Hap-
pily, they are supplied with one great necessary of life. fuel, on
easy terms. This forest is composed almost wholly of oak.

The moment we entered Westport the scene was changed. At
the very boundary the earth assumes a handsomer aspect. The
surface is less hilly, and less rocky. The soil, also, and the hus-
bandry, are sensibly better. All this tract is better fitted for
‘grazing than for agriculture. Here we saw pines, both yellow
and white ; the former of which continued with little interruption
to Race Point.

The houses in this township are decent farmers’ habitations.
Except a small trading village ncar the mouth of a creck, at some
distance South of the road, the township is distributed into plan-
tations. The inhabitants are principally Quakers ; and furnish a
considerable part of the daily supplies for the market of New-
Bedford.

Westport was incorporated in 1787 ; and contained, in 1790,
2,466 inhabitants ; in 1800, 2,361 ; and, in 1810, 2,585. The
number of houses, in 1790, was 365. '

New-Bedford is a town, situaled on both sides of the river
&cchusnutt,* the Indian name of the neighbouring country. The

* Written Acushnett by Mr. Colton, of Plymouth.—1674.
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township, beside a collection of farms, contains three villages ; the
Town, or New-Bedford proper, on the Western, and Oxtord, and
Fair-Haven, on the Eastern, side of the river.

The situation of New-Bedford proper is an easy declivity,
sloping towards the river, which here forms a noble basin, about
a mile in breadth. The surface is in some degree distigured by
rocks, but is otherwise handsome. The streets are either paral-
lel, or at right angles, with the river; being laid out with perfect
regularity.  Unhappily they are only forty fect wide. There
are five of the former, and four of the latter. The houses are
generally good, and some of them expensive and handsome.
There are seven valuable mansions here, inhabited by the fam-
ily of Rotch.

The township contains three Presbyterian churches; onc at
New-Bedford, one at Fair-Iaven, and one in the interiour. The
first and last are supplied by a single clergyman. It also contains
three Friends’ Meeting-houses. .

The soil is hard, but well fitted for pasturage. Apples and
several other fruits abound : but peaches, although they grow
easily, and of good kinds, are much injured by the peach-worm.

The harbour is the basin, mentioned above. The entrance is
narrow, the anchorage good, and the depth sufficient to admit
ships of four hundred tons to the wharves ; where they are shel-
tered from every wind.

Both the town and Fair-Haven are busy, commercial villages.
Fifteen thousand tons of shipping belong to this port, the great
body of which is owned by the inhabitants. It is chiefly made up
of large vessels, employed in the whale fishery about Falkland
Islands, in the Pacific occan, and elsewhere ; or in a circuitous
carrying trade. 'The busincss of all kinds done here, considering
the size of these villages is great; and, hitherto, has been al-
most uniformly profitable : but the duties collected are of no
great importance. Yet the importations are probably smaller,
when compared with the quantum of business, done by the
merchants, than perhaps thosc of any other place in the Union.

Vou. 1. 10
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The following is an abstract of the Duties collected in this port
for ten years.

Years. Daties. Years. Duties.
1801 - - ' $58,964 | 1806 - - $26,972
1802 - - 15,527 | 1807 - - 40,018
1803 - - 13,824 | 1808 - - 1,324
" 1804 - - 27,344 | 1809 - - 6,306
1805 - - 35,163 | 1810 - - 10,703

A bridge is begun across the Acchusnutt from the town of New-
Bedford to Fair-Haven. The proprictors, that they might take
the advantage of two small islands, lying in the river, and of a
bar extending from one of them a considerable distance, have
formed this structure in a circuitous manner. The abutments,
islands, and bar, extend about 2,000 feet, and the bridge, 3,960,
or three-fourths of a mile. The water in the chanunel is more
than thirty feet deep. The expense, estimated at thirty thou-
sand dollars, was defrayed by the inhabitants of these two vil-
lages.

New-Bedford and Fair-Haven were both settled in the year
1764. The ground, on which they are built, was formerly in-
cluded in the township of Dartmouth, incorporated in 1664.
Dartmouth originally included the present Dartmouth, and the
whole of the townships of New-Bedford and Westport. New-
Bedford was not incorporated until the year 1787: the same
year with Westport. The ground, on which the town stands, was
the property of a Mr. Russell ; and was purchased of him by Mr.
J. Rotch, a native of Nantucket. When the question concern-
ing the name of the proposed settlement was started, Mr. Rotch
observed, that Russell was the name of the Duke of Bedford ;
and that this spot, having been the property of a family, having
the same name, should be called Bedford. Fair-Haven received
its name from the beauty of its situation. Mr. Rotch speedily
built a house, stores, and wharves ; and was joined by several as-
sociates.

In Nantucket he had become thoroughly acquainted with the
whaling business ; and had formed interesting connections, both
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with the merchants, and fishermen, of that island. With this-
knowledge, and these connections, he began the business advan-
tageously. Mr. Rotch was a Frienp of a fair character, sagacious,
and persuasive. By his peculiar address he procured first from
the Government of France, and then from that of Great Britain,
the privilege of exporting oil to those countries, duty free; and was
thus enabled to carry on his own business with the highest profit,
and essentially to befriend that of his neighbours. - ln consequence
of these happy beginnings, and the industry, and skill, with which
they were followed, the town instantly began, and with one ex-
ception has ever continued, to be eminently prosperous. We
were not in Fair-Haven: but its appearance was pleasant and
handsome.

No events of any peculiar importance oecurred in the history
of this town until the year 1778. On Saturday evening, the 3d of
September, the British under General Gray landed 4,000 troops
upon Clark’s neck; the Western boundary of the river at its
mouth: and marched to the town. Here they burnt houses,
wharves, &c. to the amount of £11,241; and destroyed English
and West-India goods, provisions, naval stores, shipping &c. to
the amount of £85,739; amounting in the whole to £96,980, or
$323,266. From this place they marched around the head of the
river to Sconticut Point, on the Eastern side, leaving in their
course, for some unknown reason, the villages of Oxford and
Fair-Haven. Here they continued till Monday, and then re-em-
barked. The following night a large body of them proceeded up
the river with a design to finish the work of destruction by burning
Fair-Haven. A critical attention to their movements had convin-
ced the inhabitants that this was their design, and induced them
to prepare for their reception. The militia of the neighbouring
country had been summoned to the defence of this village. Their
Commander was a man far advanced in years. Under the influ-
ence of that languor, which, at this period enfeebles both the body
and the mind, he determined that the place must be given up to
the enemy, and that no opposition to their ravages could be made
with any hope of success. This decision of their Officer necessa-
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rily spread its benumbing influence over the militia; and threat-
ened an absolute prevention of all enterprise, and the destruction
of this handsome village.

Among the officers, belonging to the brigade, was Isracl Fear-
ing, Esq. a Major of onec of the regiments. This gallant young
man, observing the torpor which was spreading among the troops,
invited as many as had sufficient spirit, to follow him, and station
themselves at the post of danger. Among those who accepted
the invitation was one of the Colonels; who of course became
‘the Commandant ; but after they had arrived at Fair-Haven, and
the night had come on, he proposed to march the troops back into
the country. He was warmly opposed by Major Fcaring ; and, find-
ing that he could not prevail, prudently retired to a house three
miles distant, where he passed the night in safety.

After the Colonel had withdrawn, Major Fearing, now Com-
mander in Chief, arranged his men with activity and skill; and
soon perceived the British approaching. The militia, in the
strictest scnse raw, already alarmed by the reluctance of their su-
periour officers to meet the enemy, and paturally judging that
men of years must understand the real state of the danger better
than Major Fearing, a mere youth, were panic struck at the ap-
proach of the enemy, and instantly withdrew from their post. At
this critical moment Major Fearing, with the decision which awes
men into a strong sense of duty, rallied them; and, placing him-
sclf in the rear, declared, in a tone which removed all doubt, that
he would kill the first man, whom he found retreating. The res-
olution of their Chief recalled theirs. With the utmost expedi-
tion he then led them to the scene of danger. The British had
already set fire to scveral stores. Between these buildings and
the rest of the village he stationed his troops ; and ordered them
to lie close in profound silence, until the enemy, who were advan-
cing, should have come so near, that no marksman could easily
mistake his object. The orders were punctually obeyed. When
the enemy had arrived within this distance, the Americans rose,
and with a well-directed fire, gave thein a warm and unexpected
reception. The Bntish fled instantly to their boats, and fell down



LETTFR VIIL 73

the river with the utmost expedition. From the quantity of blood,
found the next day in their line of march, it was supposed that
their loss was considerable. Thus did this heroic youth, in opposi-
tion to his superiour officers, preserve Fair-Haven, and merit a
statue from its inhabilants.*

A wag, who had divined the true reasons of the Colonel’s re-
treat, followed him to the house where he lodged ; and, finding by
inquiry, that notwithstanding his original declarations to the con-
trary, he had concluded to take up his lodgings there for the night,
resolved to be his sentinel. He therefore mounted the jaw-bone
of a horse upon a pajy of small wheels, instead of a cannon. This
piece of artillery he charged, and discharged, at regular intervals
during the night, as the proper means of defence to his gallant
Commander ; and had the satisfaction of seeing him safe and sound
the next morning. :

The township of New-Bedford extends from Dartmouth to Ro-’
cliester four miles, and from Buzzard’s Bay to Freetown thirteen.
In 1790, it contained 454 houses, and 3,313 inhabitants ; in 1800,
626 dwelling-houses, and 4,361 inhabitants ; and, in 1810, 5,651.

Thursday, November 25th, we left New-Bedford early in the
morning ; and rode to Sandwich, thirty miles; through Roches-
ter, twelve: and Wareham, thirteen. On our way we visited a
manufactory of twine at the head of the harbour, and about four
miles from the town. It is the property of Mr. Rotch; and will
cost, it is said, forty thousand dollars, when completed. It con-
tains five stands of quills ; each of which spins thirty pounds of
flax per day ; and a twisting machine, which easily twists all that
is spun. One hundred and fifty pounds of flax, therefore, are
converted daily into twine at this manufactory, or 46,950 pounds
in twelve months. Sewing twine only is spun at present, and is
said to be of a good quality ; but it is intended soon to spin that,
which is designed for netting. The flax is chiefly imported from
Connecticut. This was an application of water machinery to the
convenience of man, which I have not before seen.

'
* This account of New-Bedford I had from Edward Pope, Esq. from whom 1 re-
ceived many civilities.
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Soon after we passed the Acchusnutt we entered upon the
great sandy plain, which forms the Sputh-Eastern region of Massa-
chusetts. Between New-Bedford and Rochester it is tolerably
firm. Thence to Wareham it becomes lighter, and the road heav-
ier. From Wareham to Sandwich the horse may be said to wade.
- The forest throughout this region is principally formed of yellow
pines. Oaks are however interspersed in New-Bedford, and
Rochester. The soil in Rochester is principally hard and fur-
nishes a good road.

Rochester consists of scattered plantations. The soil, so far
as we had opportunity to see it, is thin and indifferent. Around
a decent church we saw several well-looking houses, and a num-
ber of others in different parts of the township.

Rochester was incorporated in 1686 ; and contained, in 1790,
2,644 inhabitants ; in 1800, 2,546 ; and, in 1810, 2,934.

Wareham, on the road, is almost merely a sandy plain, except
a few spots lying chiefly along the streams. The soil, which is
light and thin, lies immediately upon a stratum of white sand,
from half an inch to eight or ten inches in thickness. Beneath
this lies another stratum of yellow sand, descending below any
depth to which it has been explored. As all this country is form-
ed in the same manner to Province Town, with few and small in-
terruptions, I shall have occasion hereafter to resume this subject.

The Congregational church in Wareham is decent; but nei-
ther this, nor the church in Rochester, has a steeple.

The lands in this township near the Ocean are said to be much
better than those on the road.

Wareham was incorporated in 1739 ; and, in 1790, contained
854 inhabitants ; in 1800, 770 ; and, in 1810, 851.

Between Wareham and Sandwich we crossed the neck, or isth-
mus, which connects the peninsula of Cape Cod with the main.
Two streams from this peninsula empty their waters into Barnsta-
ble Bay on the East, and Buzzard’s Bay on the West, whose head
waters are very near to each other. A scheme has long since
been projected, and often been brought up to the view of the
public for making a canal, to connect these two waters, of suffi-
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cient depth to admit vessels of considerable burthen, and thus
save them the voyage round Cape Cod, which at some seasons of
the year is not a little hazardous. The design is accompanied by
the following very serious difficulties. The expense as estimated
by several successive surveyors, will be very great. There is no
barbour at the entrance in Barnstable Bay, to sccure vessels aim-
ing at the canal in tempestuous weather. This evil is radical ; and
can be remedied only by an expensive mole at this spot. If the
canal should be guarded with locks, it would in the winter be fro-
zen; and thus preclude all navigation at the time of the greatest
exposure. If the canal should be left open, it is believed that a -
sand bar would be formed at one of the entrances. The impor-
portance of this work, however, is so great, that it will probably
be one day attempted. During five months out of the nine, in-
which it would be open, Easterly storms more or less prevail.
Many vessels are lost ; and a great mass of préperty is sunk in the
Ocean. The commerce of Boston, and other towns on the East-
ern shore of Massachusetts, would also be rendered so much safer
and easier, that it could not fail of being greatly increased. Per-
haps there never was a spot, in which such a work was more ne-
cessary, or in which it would be more useful to mankind, than in
this. The distance between the navigable waters of these two
bays, is five miles.

The soil of Sandwich is much better than that which we saw at
Wareham. The surface is an interchange of hills and vallies;;
which, though not beautiful in themselves, were particularly
agreeable to us, after having languished-over so extensive a plain.
These, to a considerable extent, are moderately well covered
with earth. The meadows were often brilliant. The arable land
bears good crops of the grains common to the country; and,
among them, of wheat ; which not uncommonly yields well. The
maize was small: but the season had been very dry, and stinted
its growth. Generally, the crop is good. A stranger, surveying
this ground, would suppose from its appearance, that vegetation
of every kind must be greatly inferiour to that, which really ex-
ists. There are several good orchards in this town, and one cider-
mill ; the only one on the peninsula.
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The town of Sandwich is built on the Northern, or, as it i3
commonly called, the Western, side of the isthmus, on a hill of
considerable height. The most compact part of it surrounds a
clear, pleasant looking pond. From this water runs a handsome
stream, on which stands a grist-mill. The churcih is an ancient
building ; as are also many of the houses.

A considerable salt marsh along the shore of the bay yields the
inhabitants a large quantity of hay, which is valuable both as fod-
der, and as manure. Near it is a small harbour, called the Town
Harbour, where, and in some other inlets belonging to the town-
ship, about thirty vesscls are employed in the coasting business ;
especially, in carrying wood te Boston. n

The general appearance of Sandwich is not unpleasant ; and
from the high grounds, there is a fine prospect of the bay, and
of the Neighbouring country. There is a small academy, con-
taining at this time a considerable collection of students.

Sandwich is divided into two parishes. It was incorporated in
1639 ; and, in 1790, contained 1,991 inhabitants; in 1800, 296
dwelling-houses, and 2,024 inhabitants; and, in 1810, 2,282.

There is one Society of Friends, and another of Methodists, in

this township.
The inhabitants of Sandwich have very civil, decent manners.
Since we were on this ground there has been a considerable re-

vival of Religion in the congregation of the Rev. Mr. Burr.
T am. Sir, vours. &ec.
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Conntry between Sandwich and Barnstable—Barnstable—Yarmouth—Sait works of
Cape Cod—Observations on the extent of this manufacture—Difficulties of chris-
tianizing the Indians—Dennis—Harwich—Orleans.

Dear Sir,

Mox~pay, September 29th, we left our friends in Sandwich, and
rode to Orleans : thirty miles ; through Barnstable, twelve ; Yar-
mouth, sixteen ; Dennis, twenty-one ; and Harwich, twenty-five.

The counfy from Sandwich to Barnstable is hilly, and in a
great degree bare, bleak, and desolate ; the inhabitants having
universally cut down their forests and groves, and taken no
measures to renew them. The soil is thin and unproductive,
and furnishes very little that is sprightly to enliven the scene.
The road is in many places worn through the soil down to the
yellow sand, and is deep, and very heavy. The hills succeed
each other so rapidly, and the acclivities and declivities are so
gudden, as to render the travelling very laborious. It ought to be
mentioned, however, that in the vallies, and towards the bay, a
number of mecadows alternate the prospect pleasantly. The
views from the heights are frequently extensive and intcresting.
The 'streams are few and small. The houses on the road are
neither numerous, nor, except in a very few instances, of much
value.

Barnstable lies at the bottom, or the Southern extremity of
Massachusctts Bay. The township extends across the peninsu-
1a; which here is from five to nine miles wide ; and about eight
miles from Sandwich to Yarmouth. A noble prospect is seen
from the high grounds ; consisting of the town and neighbouring
country. A very extensive salt marsh, at that time covered with
several thousand stacks of hay ; the harbour, a mile wide, and
four or five miles long ; a long, lofty, wild and fantastical beach,
thrown into a thousand grotesque forms by the united force of

winds and waves ; and the Bay, bounded on the North only by
Vou. III. 11
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sky, on the East by the peninsula of Cape Cod, and on the
West by the Eastern shore of Massachusetts ; Plymouth Point, a
very long beach running several miles into the bay, and Duxbo-
rough Point, another beach of considerable extent, and lapping
upon that of Plymouth ; are conspicuous and very pleasing ob-
jects in this view.

The soil in Barnstable is plainly richer, as the situation is bet-
ter, than that of Sandwich. The forest growth in both townships
is chiefly oak and yellow pine. The land produces good crops of
maize, rye, and other grains, a good deal of flax, and a great quan-
tity of onions. On some grounds, and in favourable seasons,
wheat grows well. Salt hay is furnished by the masshes in abun-
dance.

The town is built on the Northern declivity of a range of hills,
running near the middle of the peninsula. The greater part of
the houses stand on the road : taken together they are superiour
to those of Sandwich. Many of them are neat ; and several ex-
hibit proofs of wealth and taste. The public buildings, which we
saw, were a Presbyterian church, and a court-house; the latter
decent and well repaired ; the former disagreeable to the eye.
The church is unusually low, while the tower of the steeple is
disproportionately high; appearing as if made for some other
building, and by accident annexed to this.

Barnstable was incorporated in 1639, and is the sblre town of
the County, which bears this name. This distinction it acquired
in 1635, and, although situated near the Western end of the pe-
ninsula, has quietly retained it ever since. From this source the
manners of the inhabitants have received some degree of polish,
and their morals some injury. Many of the inhabitants are sea-
men, and a greater part farmers.

Barnstable includes two parishes, and three Congregations ;
two Presbyterian, and a small Baptist. In 1790, the number of

" inhabitants was 2,610; in 1800, 2,964 : houses 408 ; and, in 1810,
3,646.

From Barnstable to Yarmouth the road is deep and heavy,

like that last described.
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The soil of this township is inferiour to any which we had
seen, except some parts of Wareham. Here we were first wit-
nesses of that remarkable phenomenon, so interesting to the in-
habitants of this peninsula, the blowing of the sand. 1 shall de-
scribe it hereafter.

The houses in Yarmouth are inferiour to those in Barnstable,
and much more generally of the class, which may be called, with
propriety, Cape Cod houses. These have one story, and four
rooms on the lower floor ; and are covered on the sides, as well
as the roofs, with pine shingles, eighteen inches in length. The
chimney is in the middle, immediately behind the front door ; and
on eachside of the door are two windows. The roof is straight.
Under it are two chambers ; and there are two larger, and two
smaller, windows in the gable end. This is the general struc-
ture, and appearance, of the great body of houses from Yarmouth
to Race Point. There are, however, several varieties, but of too
little importance to be described. A great proportion of them
are in good repair. Generally, they exhibit a tidy, neat aspect in
themselves, and in their appendages ; and furnish proofs of com-
fortable living, by which I was at once disappointed, and gratified.
The barns are usually neat, but always small.

At Yarmouth, also, may be said to commence the general ad-
diction of the people on this peninsula to fishing. Born, and bred,
at the verge of the water, they are naturally tempted to seek for
plenty and prosperity on the waves, rather than glean a pittance
from the field. From this source is derived their wealth, and
much of their subsistence.

In Yarmouth we first found the salt-works, which are now be-
ginning to engross the attention of the people on this peninsula.

During the Revolutionary war, many persons, here and else-
where along the coast, applied themselves to the business of
making salt. The process consisted in evaporating sea water
from large boilers by fire. The quantity obtained in this manner
was necessarily small, and the consumption of fuel great. It was
therefore given up at the ensuing peace : but the subject was not
absolutely forgotten. A Mr. Kelly, having professedly made sev-
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eral improvements in the means of accomplishing this business,
obtained a patent about two years before this journey was taken,
for making salt works on the plan, now generally adopted in this
region. Of these the following is a description.

Vats of a number suited to the owners design, twenty feet
square, and ten or twelve inches in’ depth, are formed of pine
planks, an inch and a half thick, and so nicely joined as to be wa-
ter tight. These are arranged into four classes. The first class
or that next to the ocean, is called the water room; the second
the pickle room; the third the lime room ; and the fourth the
salt room. Each of these rooms, except the first, is placed so
much lower than the preceding, that the water flows readily
from it into another in the order specified. The water room is
filled from the ocean by a pump, furnished with vans or sails, and
turned by the wind. Here it continues until of the proper
strength to be drawn into the pickle room, and thus successively
into those which remain. The lime, with which the water of
the ocean abounds, is deposited in the lime room. The salt is
formed into small crystals in the salt room, very white and pure,
and weighs from seventy to seventy-five pounds a bushel. The
- process is carried on through the warm season.

After the salt has ceased to crystalize, the remaining water is
suffered to freeze. In this manner a large quantity of Glauber’s
salt is obtained in crystals, which are clean and good. The re-
sidium is a strong brine, and yields a great proportion of marine
salt, like that already described.

To shelter the vats from the dews and rains, each is furnished
with a hipped roof, large enough to coverit entirely. The roofs
of two vats are connected by a beam, turning upon an upright
post, set firm]y in the ground, and are moved easily on this pivot
by a child of fourteen, or even twelve years. To cover and un-
cover them is all the ordinary labour.

The marine salt, made here, is sold for seventy-five cents a
bushel ; and the Glauber’s salt, at from six to ten cents a pound.
At these prices the salt works were supposed by the several per-
sons, with whom we conversed, to yield an annual profit of 25,
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26, 27, 30, and 33} per cent on the principal employed. If this
estimate is not excessive, the business must certainly be better
than most others. It is useful, permanent, liable to few accidents,
secure of a market, in¢apable of being overdone, and unattended
with any material expense either for labour or repairs. In ordi-
nary cases a child can perform the labour of a considerable es-
tablishment: and the repairs are almost confined to the roof, and
the pieccs of timber, by which the works are supported. If these
were smeared with oil and Spanish brown, or lampblack, they
would last a long time. The brine itsclf secures the vats from
decay.

The people of Dennis, the town immediately East of Yar-
mouth, began this business. The improvements of Mr. Kelly
were represented to me as contested, and doubtful. Whatever
the truth may be concerning this part of the subject, the people
of Dennis have the merit, and ought unquestionably to have the
honour of commencing efficaciously this useful employment.

The sight of these works excited in my mind a train of thought,
which others, perhaps, will pronounce romantic. I could not
easily avoid thinking, however, that this business might one day
prove the source of a mighty change in the face of this country.
The American coast, as you know, is chiefly barren, and of course
thinly inhabited. It is also almost every where low and level;
and therefore, while it is unsuited to most other employments, is
remarkably fitted to this. Why, then, may it not be believed, that
many thousands of persons may, one day, be profitably employed
in making salt along the immense extent of our shore. Why may
not comfort, and even wealth be easily, as well as usefully, ob-
tained here by great multitudes, who otherwise might hardly earn
a subsistence. For ought that appears, this business may be fol-
lowed with success and profit, to an extent, which it would be
very difficult to define. A small capital is sufficient to begin the
employment with advantage. The demand for salt is at present
very great, and is every year increasing. There are (1811) seven
millions of inhabitants within the United States : within a mode-
rate period there will be seventy. The West-Indian sources, from
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which we principally derive this necessary article of life, are now
more than sufficient. The time is near, in which the demand
will excced the supplies from that quarter. To what means can
the inhabitants of this country so naturally betake themselves, as
to those which I have specified. Will they not of course erect
works of this nature, in succession, from St. Mary’s to Machias ?
Will not comfort, therefore, and even affluence, spring up on
sands and wastes, which now seem doomed to everlasting desola-
tion? Will not towns and villages smile in tracts, which are now
condemned to gloom and solitude? May not multitudes, who ha-
bitually spend life in casual and parsimonious efforts to acquire a
bare subsistence, interluded with long periods of sloth and drunk-
~ enness, become sober, diligent, and even virtuous, and be form-
ed for usefulness and immortality ?

About forty years since, there stood within the limits of Yar-
mouth an Indian church ; in the neighbourhood of which, called
Indian Town, resided a small congregation of praying Indians, of
the Pankunnakut, or Wampanoag tribe. This was among the
last relics of the efforts, successfully made by our ancestors, for
the conversion of the Indians to Christianity. From the obstinate
belief, which extensively prevails, that these people can never
become Christians, until they shall have been first civilized, one
would naturally suppose the trial never to have been made, or to
have been made without any success ; yet history informs us, that
our ancestors spread the religion of the Gospel among them, with
as few obstacles, and as happy effects, as were perhaps ever
known to attend efforts of the like nature among any barbarians
since the early days of the church.

From Major-General Gookin, a perfectly unexceptionable wit-
ness, we learn with certainty, that in the Colony of Massachusetts
Bay there were, in his time, cleven hundred praying Indians in
fourteen villages. In the Colony of Plymouth there were at the
same time, including those of all ages, not far from six thousand.
In Martha’s Vinyard and Nantucket, there were perhaps fifteen
hundred more. When to these we add those in Connecticut, the
number may be estimated at not far from ten thousand. These
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facts perfectly refute the opinion, that there is some peculiar dif-
ficulty, attending the conversion of Indians, which is inherent in
their character or manners. It cannot however be denied that
the attempts which have been made in modern times to spread
the influence of the Gospel among them, have in a great measure
been unsuccessful. Two great causes have, in my apprehension,
produced this effect. The first of these was the general persua-
sion, excited by Philip, that the English were enemies to the In-
dians, and were embarked in a general design to possess them-
selves of their lands. This persuasion appears to have spread,
by the agency of that sagacious Chieftain, throughout the greatest
part of New-England, in a manner remarkably rapid and effica-
cious. So firmly were the Indians satisfied of the hostility and
sinister designs of the Colonists, that the impression has nev-
er been effectually erased. Whenever our people approach
them, therefore, they are met with apprehension and dislike,
strongly cherished by the sense of their own inferiority and dim-
inution, and of the population and power of the Americans. The
other cause of this difficulty is found in the character and con-
duct of those, who are called Indian traders. These are a class
of men, who, for a long period, employed themselves in exchang-
ing coarse European goods, and ardent spirits, muskets, powder
and ball, flints, hatchets, knives, and some other commodities,
with the Indians, for furs and peltry. Sometimes they resided
among them permanently, and sometimes occasionally; and in
either case acquired, often, considerable ascendency over them.
Generally, they were men of loose lives, as well as of loose prin-
ciples. In their trade they were greedy and oppressive, and in
their ordinary conduct licentious. A great part of their gains
arose from the sale of ardent spirits ; a business, to the success of
which the vice, particularly the intemperance, of the Indians was
indispensable. Against Christianity and its Missionaries, there-
fore, these men arrayed themselves ; and made on the minds of
their customers the most unfavourable impressions concerning
both. At the same time, they themselves were white men, and
in the view of the Indians were of course Christians. With Chris-



4
84 JOURNEY TO PROVINCE TOWN.

tianity, therefore, these ignorant people almost necesszarily con-
nected the unprincipled and profligate lives of the traders, as being
often the only, and always the prominent, examples of what they
supposed to be the proper effects of the Christian religion.*

To these great causes must, in certain cases, be added a third,
which sometimes was not inferiour to either inits eflicacy : I mean
the very censurable character of that class of men, who usually
plant themselves upon the frontier of the Englih settlements ; a
class, composed principally of the foresters heretofore described.
These men almost of course alicnate the minds of the Indians
" from every thing, adopted by the Colonists.

Independently-of these causes, there is nothing in the Indian
character, which can rationally discourage efforts for their conver-
sion. They are savagesit is true ; and a savage life is hostile to
religion ; but how often has christianity triumphed over this ob-
stacle. What I especially intend is, that there is nothing of a pe-
culiar nature in their circumstances which wauld make their con-
version more hopeless and difficult, than that of other savages. Of
this, decisive proof is furnished in the facts, which have bcen al-
ready stated. A strong illustration of the same proof is also ex-
hibited in the remarkable success of the excellent Brainard ; who
at Cross-week-sung, converted by his preaching, so far as the hu-
man eye can judge, seventy-five Indians, out of one hundred, to
the faith and obedience of the Gospel, within twelve months.
What Minister can boast of greater success in any Congregation
of civilized life! Such a fact is a flaming proof, that the difficulty,
here complained of, does not lie in the mere character of these
people.

Yarmouth was incorporated in 1639. In 1790, it contained
2,678 inhabitants: Dennis being then included within its limits.

# The same effects are produced in the minds of the Hindoos, by the loose lives of
the British inhabitants of Hindostan. The most solid, the most operative, objection
brought by them against the Christian religion; and that which is obviated with
the greatest difficulty ; has been derived from this source. The Mexicans made the
same objection, and as they thought irresistibly, against the religion that was taught
them by the Spaniards. The inhabitants of Tanjore, after having been a short time
witnesses of the life of Schwartz, never thought of questioning either the reality or
the excellence of his religion.



LETTER IX. 85

In 1800, Yarmouth alone contained 1,727; and, in 1810, 2,134.
Of Dennis we saw little except the ground on which we rode,
and occasional extensions of our prospect over the neighbouring
country. Of the houses and inhabitants we saw few ; and those
distinguished by no peculiarity. A considerable part of the road
from Yarmouth to Orleans, where we lodged, is hilly and unpleas-
ant. The soil is principally lean ; the verdure faded premature-
ly; the forests, which in Dennis extend along the road in one
place three miles, are low and unthrifty ; and the surface, though
sufficiently varied, destitutc of beauty. The views of the bay,
and the tidy, comfortable appearance of the houses, are, here,
almost the only objects, which can gratify the eye of a traveller.
On the Northern shore the soil is said to be better. Rye, Indian
corn, and onions, are said to grow well; and are cultivated in
greater quantities, than are necessary for the consumption of the
inhabitants.

The highest land in the County of Barnstable, is Scargo Hill, in
this township.

The following account of the Salt works in Barnstable County
is taken from the Collections of the Historical Society of Massa-
chusetts, Vol. viii. page 138.

No. of works. No. of feet.

In Dennis - - - 47 - - - 33,800
Yarmouth - - - 4 - - - 16,630
Bamnstable - - - 14 - - - 11,717
Sandwich - - - 4 - - - 2,702
Falmouth - - - 4 - - - 1,900
Harwich - - - 21 - - - 18,600
Chatham - - - 6 - - - 11,500
Orleans - - - 11 - - - 3,080
Eastham - - - 12 - - - 9,100
Wellfleet - - - 2 - - - - 180
Truro - - S | - - - 700

Province Town - - 10 - - - 11,404

136 121,313
Vou. 111, 12
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You are to be informed, that these feet denote the area of the
several vats, contained in each salt work ; and that a foot has, here,
a singuldr meaning, and denotes ten actual feet. The real amount
af the whole area of the vats, erected on this peninsula, was, in
the year 1802, 1,213,130 square feet. It was calculated that these
works would yield, annually, 40,438 bushels of marine salt, and
181,969, pounds of Glauber’s salt; worth in the whole $41,701 56:
of which the marine salt, valued at 75 cents a bushel, amounts to
$30,328 50; and the Glauber’s salt, valued at 6} cents per Ib.
to $11,373 06.

Captain John Sears of Dennis was the first and principal au-
thor of this method of manufacturing salt; and is to be consider-
ed as one of the benefactors of his country; particularly as he
persevercd in bringing the design to perfection, in spite of the
sneers and ridicule of his neighbours ; weapons often employed in
a very shameful, though successful, manner to discourage useful
inventions.

There is a flourishing village on Bass river ; running between
Yarmouth and Dennis on the South side of the peninsula.

Dennis was incorporated in 1793. In 1800, it contained 188
dwelling-houses, and 1,408 inhabitants ; and, in 1810, 1,739.

Harwich presents a handsomer aspect than any other town af-
ter Barnstable. It is situated on an easy declivity towards the
South, and has a tolerably good soil. The verdure was more vi-
vid, and the agriculture more successful. The houses are gener-
ally such as have been alrcady described.*

Orleans is not greatly distinguished by any thing from Harwich,
except that it is much inferiour in pleasantness of appearance.
The soil also is lighter, and apparently less productive. On Pock-
et neck, however, lying upon the South, it is much better than in
the main body of the township ; and on Pocket island in Pleasant
bay is still better. In the body of the township twelve bushels of

* [n the year 1803, the township of Harwich was divided, and the first parish in-
corporated by the name of Brewster. This is the part through which we travelled.
In the year 1790, the township contained 2,392 inhabitants, and, in 1800, 2,987. In
the year 1810, the present Harwich contained 1,942, and Brewster 1,112. 3,054.
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maize and eight of ryc are the average crop: on the neck from
fifteen to twenty of maize and from eight to twelve of rye: and on
the island twenty bushels of maize without the aid of ‘manure.
Old men and boys are principally the husbandmen: the middle
aged and young men are chiefly employed in fishing. Clams are
the bait, used by the fishermen: of which from six hundred to a
thousand barrels are collected here in a single season. In this bu-
siness many poor people find employment and subsistence. Very
little wood grows in this township. Imported wood and peat are
the fuel of the inhabitants. The township is divided into scattered
plantations.

Orleans was formerly a part of Eastham; and was incorporated
in 1797. In 1800, it contained 1,095 inhabitants ; and, in 1810,
1,248, I am, Sir, yours, &c.
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.

Eastham—Truro—Province Town—Beach grass, its utility—Soil very thin, and
blown away from the white sand beneath—Manners and habits of the inhabitants
of Province Town—Its fisheries and harbour—Wellfleet—Return to Harwich.
—Inn-keeper. .

Dear Sir,

WE left our comfortable inn in Orleans, Scptember 29th 5 and
rode to Province Town through Eastham, Wellfleet, and Truro :
thirty miles. When we had proceeded half a mile on our jour-
ney, the road turned to the North, and thence to the North-West;
this spot being the elbow of the peninsula. In Eastham the sur-
face became a perfect plain ; and the peninsula so narrow, that
we had a full view of Massachusetts bay, and the Atlantic, at the
same time. The bay was every where magnificent, and on the '
North, was, like the ocean, without limits. We were, therefore,
presented with the prospect of two immense oceans, separated
only by a strip of land. three miles in breadth. Few spots ona
continent unite two such objects in a single view.

In Eastham the cultivation of the earth was a point of percep-
tibly less consequence than in Orleans. The soil was visibly
more barren ; the ficlds were large, as if owned in common by
many proprietors ; the fences were low, as if little danger was
apprehended from cattle ; and large tracts were left unenclosed.
All these appearances increased until, at the distance of perhaps
six miles from Orleans, we entered a forest, composcd at first of
oaks, and afterwards of oaks and pines; still lower and leaner
than any, which we had seen before. This forest lasts without
intermission to Wellfleet, and with very litile to the borders of
Truro. At first the ground is high, but level. After we had
travelled a few miles, it became broken into hills and vallies.
On the Eastern side of this township, however, there is a tract of
very good land, containing about two hundred acres, probably
the best in this County ; yielding, when well manured, from thir-
ty to forty-five bushels of maize, and from twenty to thirty bush-
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cls of rye. Generally, the land on the Eastern side, is better
than that on the Western. More than one thousand bushels of
maize are annually sent to market by the farmers.

Eastham was incorporated in 1646 ; and, including Orleans,
contained, in 1790, 1,834 inhabitants; in 1800, Eastham alone
contained 659, and both townships 1,764 ; and, in 1810, Eastham
contained 751. '

Our journey through the forest mentioned above was disagree-
able. The surface was unpleasant, and the trees were destitute of
thrift and beauty. The road, also, becamec within a few miles a
mere bed of deep sand, through which our horses moved with ex-
cessive difficulty. Yet, even in this forest we saw, planted at
considerable distances tidy, snug houses, usually surrounded by a
fence, enclosing a small piece of ground. On most of these were
orchards of apple-trees, defended from the sea winds by a barrier
of cherry-trees or locusts. Under these trees we had from time
to time the pleasure of seeing patches of verdure, not indeed very
brilliant, yet very agreeable to us; accustomed, as we had now
been for a great distance, to ficlds covered with a melancholy rus-
set. These houses are almost all built in vallies, surrounded by
hills of considerable height, and defended by the forests which
cover them. A small barn is commonly built near the house, in
which is lodged the salt hay, destined to be the food of one or
more cows. These animals, having never known better food,
will, it is said, live well on this fodder.

Our road passed Wellfleet on the right at such a distance, that
we saw little of this town until our return.

Truro, i. e. the town, lics on the Western side of the peninsu-
la; being built, like most of those through which we had passed,
upon the harbour. The principal concern of these people, you
will remember, lies with the ocean. The villages of Truro and
Wellfleet, and the houses scattered through these townships, are
almost entircly stationed in vallies ; one of which towards the
Northern part of the township, runs across, or nearly across, the
peninsula. On these low grounds they find a better soil, and se-
curity from the violence of the winds. The hills, contrary to
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what is found almost every where else in New-England, are dry,
sandy, and barren. 4

The general aspect of the township, and of the buildings which
it contains, differs in nothing remarkable from those, which have
been already described. It includes two villages; one of about
forty, and the other of about thirty houses; together with several
hamlets, and a number of scattered habitations. The houses
have the same tidy, comfortable appearance, which has been
heretofore remarked ; but are painted in fewer instances than in
Yarmouth, and some other places. The church is large and de-
cent, but without a steeple. From the ground, on which this
building stands, there is a noble prospect of the bay and the
ocean. This view is frequently repeated in the way to Province
Town.

In passing through this township we saw a few melancholy corn
fields, particularly towards the Northern limits. The corn hills,
formed by the hoe, were all standing, as if the fields had yielded
their last crop, and were finally forsaken. The fences appeared
to have been designed rather to mark the boundaries of the fields,
than to defend them against the intrusion of cattle. Yet these
lands are said, in ancient times, to have produced fifty bushels
of maize to the acre, and from fifteen to twenty bushels of wheat.

Truro contained, in 1790, 1,193 inhabitants, and 165 dwellings;
in 1800, 1,152 inhabitants ; and, in 1810, 1,209.

From Truro to Province Town our road lay chiefly on the
margin of a beach, which unites it with Truro. The form of this
township, exclusively of Long Point, is not unlike that of a chem-
ical retort : the town lying in the inferiour arch of the bulb, and
Race Point on the exteriour, and the beach being the stern.
Immediately before the town is the harbour, commonly styled
Cape Cod harbour; the waters of which extend round the North
end of Truro a considerable distance, and are there terminated
by an extensive salt marsh, which reaches some distance into the
last mentioned township. Between this marsh and the waters of
Province Town harbour on one side, and the Atlantic on the oth-
er, runs the beach. From observing it in various places along
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the road from Eastham, I was induced to believe, that it borders
the ocean from Race Point to the Elbow, and perhaps reaches
still farther.

This remarkable object is an enormous mass of sand, such as
has been already described ; fine, light, of a yellowish hue, and
the sport of every wind. It is blown into plains, vallies, and
hills. The hills are of every height from ten to two hundred
feet. Frequently they are naked, round, and extremely elegant;
and often rough, pointed, wild, and fantastical, with all the varied
forms, which are seen at times in drifts of snow. Some of them
are covered with beach-grass: some fringed with whortleberry
bushes ; and some tufted with a small and singular growth of
oaks. The variety and wildness of the forms, the desolate aspect
of the surface, the height of the loftier elevations, the immense
length of the range, and the tempestuous tossing of the clouds of
sand, formed a group of objects, novel, sublime, and more inter-
esting than can be imagined. It was a barrier against the ambi-
tion and fretfulness of the ocean, restlessly and always employed
in assailing its strength, and wearing away its mass. To my own
fancy it appeared as the eternal boundary of a region, wild, drea-
ry, and inhospitable, where no human being could dwell, and in-
to which every human foot was forbidden to enter. The parts of
this barrier, which are covered with whortleberry bushes, and
with oaks, have been either not at all, or very little blown. The
oaks, particularly, appear to be the continuation of the forests
originally formed on this spot. Their appearance was new and
singular. Few if any of them rose above the middle stature of
man ; yet they were not shrubs, but trecs of a regular stem and
structure. They wore all the marks of extreme age; were in
some instances already decayed, and in others decaying; were
hoary with moss, and were deformed by branches, broken and
wasted, not by violence, but by time. The whole appearance of
one of these trees strongly reminded me of a little, withered, old
man. Indeed, a Lilliputian of three score years and ten, com-
pared with a veteran of Brobdingnag, would very naturally illus-
trate the resemblance, or rather the contrast, between one of
these dwarfs, and a full-grown tenant of our forests.
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This stinted vegetation is partially, and perhaps justly, attribu- .
ted to the influence of the sea winds. The chief cause, however,
is undoubtedly the sterility of the soil. Throughout the whole
of this peninsula the forest trees, and all others, even those in the
most favoured spots, are unusually small. You will remember,
that with the exception of a thin soil, and a few spots of salt
marsh, it is formed entirely of sand. In such ground no forest
tree can grow, either with rapidity or vigour. All the trees and
all their branches, are blunt, and unthrifty, in their appearance,
and humble in their stature. The water, which nourishes them,
is reccived upon a mere sieve, which retains it but for a moment,
and supplies them with a scanty, parsimonious nurture. Accor-
dingly, the trees are in the literal sense starved. On the beach
this evil exists in a peculiar degree. The hills on which these
remarkable vegetables stand, are of very small compass; and the
water runs down their sides, and oozes from their declivities.
" Hence, the supply of nutriment is still less, and the growth more
stinted, than on the body of the peninsula.

On the driest and most barren of these grounds grows a plant,
which I had never before seen, known here by the name of beach-
grass. . This vegetable bears a general rcsemblance to sedge;
but is of a light bluish green, and of a coarse appearancc. On
these sands, sterile as they appear, it flourishes with a strong and
rapid vegetation ; and, 1 believe, not at all, or very rarely, on
any other ground ; and, here, one would naturally think nothing
could grow. '

From a Mr. Collins, now an inhabitant of Plymouth, and for-
merly of Truro, I reccived the following information. When he
lived at Truro the inhabitants were under the authority of law,
regularly warned in the month of April, yearly, to plant beach-
grass, as in other towns of New-England they are warned to re-
pair hichways. You will observe, that it was required by the
laws of the State, and under the proper penalties for disobedience;
being as regular a public tax as any other. The people, there-
fore, generally attended, and performed the labour. The grass
was dug in the bunches. in which it naturally grows ; and each
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bunch divided into a number of smaller ones. These were set
out in the sand at distances of three feet. After one row was
set, others were placed behind it in such a manner, as to shut up
the interstices ; or, as a carpenter would say, so as to break the
Joints. It was placed in this manner, in order to prevent the
wind from having an open course through the grass in any direc-
tion, lest it should drive the sand away. When it is once set, it

grows of course, and spreads with rapidity. Every bunch enlar-
ges; and, with its sceds, plants new ones around it. The seeds
are so heavy, that they bend the heads of the grass; and, when
ripe, drop directly down by its side, where they immediately veg-
etate, Thus in a short time the ground is covered.

Where this covering is found, none of the sand is blown. On
the contrary, it is accumulated and raised continually, as snow
gathers and rises among bushes, or branches of trees, cut, and
spread upon the earth. Nor does the grass merely defend the
surface on which it is planted; but riscs, as that rises, by new ac-
cumulations ; and always overtops the sand, however high that
may be raised by the wind.

Within the memory of my informant the sea broke over the
beach, which connects Truro with Province Town ; (the Eastern
end of which, for three miles, is within the limits of the former
township ;) and swept the body of it away for some distance.
The beach-grass was immediately planted on the spot: in conse-
quence of which the beach was again raised to a sufficient height,
and in various places into hills.

The wisdom and goodness of the Creator, exhibited in the for-
mation of this plant, in this place, certainly claim the admiration
and gratitude of man. But for this single, unsightly vegetable,
the slender barrier, which here has so long resisted the ravages
of the ocean, had, not improbably, been long since washed away.
In the ruins, Provincetown, and its most useful harbour, must have
been lost; and the relief, which the harbour, and the mhabltants,
furnish to multitudes of vessels in distress, and which no other
place or people could possibly furnish, must have been prevent-
ed. No other plant grows on this sand. The purpose for which

Vou. III. 13
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it seems to have been created, it answers easily, permanently, and
perfectly. Perhaps at some period, at a more advanced state of
knowledge, when war shall have become less, and the advance-
ment of happiness more, the object of human pursuit, uses of
similar importance may be found for most, possibly for all, other
objects ; however useless they may be thought at present, and
however neglected in the inquiries of man.

The benefit of this useful plant, and of these prudent regula-
tions, is however in some measure lost. There are in Province
Town, as | was informed, one hundred and forty cows. These
animals, being stinted in their means of subsistence, are permit-
ted, often to wander ; at times, in search of food. In every such
case they make depredations on the beach grass, and prevent its
seeds from being formed. In this manner the plant is ultimately
destroyed.

It has been a frequent opinion, that this beach, and not improb-
ably the whole township of Province Town, will one day, and that
at no distant period of time, be swept away by the ocean. I was
not able to obtain satisfactory information concerning this sub-
ject; particularly as judicious persons differed entirely both as
to facts und probabilities. Some averred, that the beach has
been greatly diminished within a moderate period. Others, par-
ticularly one, a discreet man, insisted, that what it lost on one
side it regularly gained on the other. It is now a mere line of
sand, in several places not more than one hundred yards wide ;
and appears to the eye of a stranger, as if every vestige of it might
be casily swept away, within two or three years.

From Truro to Province Town the road and the scenery are
both singular. Beside the beach, and the salt marsh, already
described, the high grounds of Truro on the South-West, exhib-
it a prospect entirely peculiar. Bleak, barren, and desolate, as
if never designed to be the residence of man, they are neverthe-
less divided into fields, enclosed in the low, slender manner men-
tioned above, and covered with short grass, now russet and mel-
ancholy. The soil, here scarce an inch thick, has, in spots
spread over all these fields at little distances, been either blown
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or washed away, and left the white sand immediately beneath it
bare. These spots exactly resemble the remains of a light snow
chiefly melted and vanished, yet still whitening the ground in
many places, and with perpetually differing gradations of lustre.

The road, except when the tide has declined, lies along the
South-Western margin of the beach in a mass of sand, through
which a horse wades with excessive fatigue. When the tide has
sufficiently fallen, a path is furnished by that part of the beach -
which has been washed, better in our opinion, than almost any,
which we had found after we had left Rochester. The only ob-
Jects in this tract, which can be called beautiful, except the wa-
ter, are the naked hills of sand. These in many instances are
perfectly regular, graceful swells, highly ornamented with fine
waving figures of great elegance, wrought in the sand by the va-
rious rhotions of the wind. '

Province Town stands on the end of the peninsula, and near
the western limit of the beach. Race Point, the Northern ter-
mination of the peninsula, lies three miles farther North; and
Long Point, a hook extending from its Western border, shoots
out towards the South four and a half. Between this hook and
a beach, connected with the North-Western corner of Truro,
winds the entrance of the harbour; which is thus completely
land-locked, and perfectly safe. The town is built on the North
side of the harbour, and on the Southern margin of the beach.
When we were on the ground, it contained 140 houses ; all, as
far as we saw them, of one story. They were new, neat, and
comfortable ; but are built on a bed of deep sand, and set upon
- blocks of wood. They are built in rows, the first of which is
complete ; the second, immediately behind it, broken with in.
terstices ; and the third, short and broken also. All, or nearly
all of them face toward the harbour. There are a few court-
yards, but no other enclosures of any kind. Cellars, where they
exist, are built of bricks in a circular form, to prevent the sand
from forcingin the walls by its pressure. It is said, that there are
two .or three gardens at some distance from the town; and some
of the inhabitants cultivate a few summer vegetables in their
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court-yards. Almost all their food, except fish, is imported from
Boston. Fish is the only commodity of domestic use, with which
they supply themselves.

The earth is here a mere residence, and can scarcely be said to
contribute at all to the sustenance of man. All his support, and all
his comforts, are elicited from the ocean. To the ocean he betakes
himself as the only field of his exertions, and as if it were his
native element. The little children were wading as familiarly
in the harbour, as elsewhere they are seen playing in the streets.
Their sports, and their scrious occupations, are alike found there.
Little boys managed boats of considerable size with the fearless-
ness, and apparently with the skill, of experienced boatmen. Ev- -
ery cmployment, except within doors, seemed to be connected
with the water, and intended for the -sea. To fish in every va-
rious manner, to secure that which had beea caught, to cure fish,
to extract oil, and to manage different sorts of vessels from the
canoe to the ship, engrossed apparently the whole attention of
the inhabitants. .

The manners of all those whom we saw, of every age and of
both sexes, were very becoming, plain, frank, obliging, and obvi--
ously sincere. Nothing was perceived of the roughness, which
I had expected from a mere collection of fishermen and sailors.
The inn, in which we lodged, was kept by a respectable man,
who, with his whole family, did every thing which we could wisb,
for our accommodation.

All these people appear to be industrious and enterprising.
They are said to be excelled by no seamen in their resolution,
skill, and activity. Many of them command ships belonging to
Boston, and the other trading towns in its neighbourhood. Many
of them, also, are said to amass wealth to a considerable degree ;
and some of them retire into the interiour, where they purchase
farms of their less industrious and less prosperous countrymen.

" The fishery of Province Town is an important object. For
some years the scarcity of whales has been such as to discourage -
the whale fishery ; but as they have now become more numerous,
they are beginning to be objects of more attention. The Cod
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fishery is pursued with great spirit and success. Just before we
arrived, a schooner came in from the Great Bank with 56,000
fish, about 1,500 quintals, taken in a single voyage : the main
deck, as | was informed, being, on her return, eight inches under
waterin calm weather. They also fish for sharks, and take great
pumbers of them; for mackarel, horse mackarel, haddock, &c.
Herrings are also taken in prodigious quantities.

The harbour of Province Town is very capacious, secure, open
at all times, and of good bottom. lts depth is sufficient for ships
of any size, and it will contain more than three thousand vessels
at once. Its importance is incalculable. The exteriour coast of
the peninsula is peculiarly hazardous. The storms, which pre-
vail on the American coast, generally come from the East; and
there is no other harbour on a windward shore within two hun-
dred miles. A vast. iumber of vessels are always plying in this
commercial region ; and thousands have found safety here, which
would otherwise have perished.

About 37,000 quintals of codfish, and about 5.000 barrels of
herrings are annually caught by the people of Province Town.
The herrings are about four dollars a barrel, and cod fish about
three dollars and a third, or twenty shillings a quintal.

Within this township there are two horses, ten yoke of oxen,
and one hundred and forty cows. These, except when they pur-
loin the beach grass, are fed from the marsh in the neighbour-
hood.

All the inhabitants whom we saw, of every age, were well clad;
and no marks of poverty were discerned by us.

Province Town contains a Presbyterian church. Mr. P——,
the present minister, is much, and deservedly, respected by his
people ; and his public labotars are very generally attended.
This, undoubtedly, is a prime source of the sobriety and decency,
conspicuous among the inhabitants. He wassettled, as we were
told, when there were only seventeen families on the spot: the
town having been in a great measure deserted during the Revo-
lutionary war.
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A stranger, born and educated in the interiour of New-England,
amid the varied beauties of its surface, and the luxuriant succes-
sion of its produce, naturally concludes, when he visits Province
Town, that the inhabitants, and the neighbours also, must possess
a very limited share of enjoyment. Facts, however, refute this
conclusion. For aught, that we could discern, they were as
cheerful, and appeared to enjoy life as well, as any equal number
of their countrymen. This, indeed, is easily explicable. Food,
and clothing, houses, lodging, and fuel, they possess of such a
quality, and with so much ease in the acquisition, as to satisfy all
the demands of that middle state in life, which wise men of every
age have dignified by the name of golden. Nature and habit en-
dear to them the place, in which they were born, and live; and
prevent them from feeling what would be serious inconveniences
to a stranger. Their mode of life is naturally not less pleasing,
than that of the farmer or mechanic : for no people are more at-
tached to their employment than seamen. The enterprise, which
this life requires, and the energy which it supplies, render it less
even and dull, and are probably as well suited to the natural taste
of man, as arts or agriculture. The situations of others they rare-
ly see, and are therefore rarely led to make irksome comparisons.
The lawn, the meadow, the orchard, and the harvest, excite in
their minds, neither wishes nor thoughts. The draught of her-
rings, the fare of codfish, the conquest of a shark, and the capture
of a whale, prompt their ambition, engross their care, and furnish
pleasures, as entirely unknown te the farmer, as the joy of bar-
vest is to them. To solitude they are strangers. An active, en-
terprising life is scarcely molested by ennui. Almost every day
strangers visit Province Town from different parts of the world :
for there is hardly any spot, except great trading cities, which is
more frequented by vessels of all descriptions, than this. By
these they are furnished with business and intelligence ; and with
not a few of those little varieties in thought and feeling, which
contribute so much to the cheerfulness of life. Nor do they fail
of enjoying a conscious, uninterrupted superiority over mere
landsmen. While most of their countrymen have been chained
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to a small spot of earth, they have traversed the Ocean. While
the husbandman has followed the plough, or brandished the sick-
le, the inhabitant of Province Town has coasted the shores of
Greenland, swept the Brazilian seas, or crossed the Pacific Ocean,
in chase of the whale. Who, that has circumnavigated the globe,
will not look down on him, who has scarcely travelled out of his
native county, or spent life on his own farm ?

The truth is ; a great part of human happiness or misery arises
from comparisori merely. Our misfortunes spring not from our
poverty ; for we are rarely poor in such a sense as to suffer ; but
from a perception, that we are not so rich as others. To this
spirit there are no bounds. Alexander would have been content-
ed with Macedon, had there been no Persia, with Prsia had the
Indus and the Ocean limited the Asiatic continent, and with the
station of a man, had there been in his apprehension no Gods.
Where objects of superiority and comparison do not exist, the
pain arising from this source, is not felt. Such, in a good degree,
is the situation of these people. Their lot is the lot of all around
them. They have little to covet, because they possess most of
what is seen and known. Happily, Providence has, in cases of
real importance, conciliated us, partially at least, to the sources of
our enjoyment. Were we naturally, and generally, prompted to
an universal comparison of our condition with that of others, how
many who are now satisfied, would make themselves miserable,
because they were not seated on thrones, and wielding sceptres.
How many would pine, that they were not to glitter on the page
of the historian and the poet. How many would spend life in
sighing for the fine enthusiasm of Spencer and Beattie, the exquis-
ite elegance of Addison and Virgil, or the sublime raptures, which
thrilled in the bosom of Homer, Milton, or Isaiah.

Province Town, in 1790, contained 434 inhabitants ; in 1800,
812; in 1802, there were 198 families, and, by a proportional cal-
culation, 946 persons ; rather less than five to a family; and, in
1810, 936.

Wednesday, September 30th, we left our hospitable and friend-
ly inn; and rode to Harwich: thirty-five miles. We began our
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journey at an early hour, in order to take the benefit of a hard
path, furnished by that part of thie beach, which is covered by
the tide at high-water. For several miles we were presented with
a fine view of the Atlantic, now rolling against the shore under
the pressure of a strong wind with inexpressible grandeur. ~ After
we had ascended the high ground on which stands the church of
Truro, I was struck with the resemblance between this spot and
some parts of Scotland, as they are often exhibited in description.
“ Bleak and barren,” like * Scotia’s Hills,”* the country seemed
to forbid the cultivation and the hopes of man. Providence ap-
peared, in the very formation of the ground, to have destined it to
accidental visitation, or eternal solitude. In spite of facts the im-
agination irresistibly asked, who, that could make his retreat,
would fix his residence here.

On this ground there is a handsome light-house, stationed upon
a mass of clay remarkable for its firmness, and not less so for be-
- ing found here. General Lincoln, a gentleman to whom his coun-
try is indebted for many important services, superintended its
erection : and it is said to be contrived in a manner uncommonly
useful.

On our way we passed through the town of Wellfleet; and
found the houses generally like those heretofore described, but
with more appearances of attention and taste.

Here we saw a collection of sand-hills, surrounding the har-
bour. They were of different sizes, and, in some degree, of dif-
ferent figures; but were all obtuse cones, smooth, regular, and
elegant. Such a number, adorning a handsome piece of water,
winding beautifully until it opened with a vista-like passage into
the bay, were, after all the similar objects which we had seen,
new and interesting. No mass of earth is comparable to these
hills for regularity and elegance of figurc, and surface. Were
they as cheerful as they are regular, were they dressed with the
verdure which so generally adorns New-England, they would be
among the most beautiful objects in nature.

* Beattie’s Minstrel.
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At Wellfleet formerly lived Colonel Elisha Doane, who amass- -
ed in this spot an estate of £120,000 sterling.

In 1790, Wellfleet contained 1,113.inhabitants ; in 1800, 1,207
and, in 1810, 1,402.

At Eastham we changed our road a few miles before we reach-
ed Orleans ; and, after passing by the church, an ordinary build-
ing in indifferent repair, cntered a large sandy waste, lying to-
wards the bay. Here, about one thousand acres were entirely
blown away to the depth, in many places, of ten feet. Nothing
can exceed the dreariness and desolation of this scene. Not a liv-
ing creature was visible ; not a house; nor cven a green thing,
except the whortleberries, which tufted a few lonely hillocks, ri-
sing to the height of the original surface, and prevented by this de-
fence from being blown away also. These, although they varied
the prospect, added to the gloom by their strongly picturesque
appearance, by marking exactly the original level of the plain,
and by shewing us in this manner the immensity of the mass,
which had thus been carried away by the wind. The beach grass
had been planted here, and the ground had been formerly enclo-
sed; but the gates had been left open, and the cattle had destroy-
ed this invaluable plant. The inhabitants were, I presume, dis-
couraged, and yielded up their possessions to ruin. When and
where this evil will stop, cannot easily be calculated ; for the sand
spreads a perfect sterility in its progress, and entirely desolates
the ground, on which it falls. The impression, made by this land-
scape, cannot be realized without experience. It was a compound
of wildness, gloom, and solitude. I felt myself transported to the
borders of Nubia, and was well prepared to meet the sandy col-
umas, so forcibly described by Bruce, and after him by Darwin.
A troop of Bedouins would have finished the picture, banished ev-
ery thought of our own country, and set us down in an African
waste. :

The day had now become very warm ; the wind blew from be-
hind us; the sand was very deep ; and our horses were obliged to
move slowly, and with extreme difficulty. Nothing could better .

Vor. I1I. 14
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elucidate the strength and beauty of that fine image of Isaiah ; “ A
weary land;” and to us *the shadow of a great rock” would have
been inexpressibly delightful.

The rocks on this peninsula terminated upon our road, in Or-
leans. They are the common, grey granite of the country.

We lodged at Harwich with a Captain A. This man had been
thirty years at sea, and, as he informed us with emphasis, had seen
the world. Now he was the principal farmer in Harwich, and cut
annually from four to eight loads of English hay;* a greater quan-
tity, as he told us, than was cut by any single farmer further down
the Cape. A farmer in the interiour, who cuts annually from
one to two hundred tons, may perhaps smile at this story.

e I am, Sir, yours, &c.

T v v,

* Spear grass.
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Return to Sandwich—Mission among the Indians at Massapee—Visit to the Rev.
Gideon Hawley, the missionary—Description of the peninsula of Cape Cod—Ifs
soil, po; nlation, &c. -

Dear Sir, N

THae next morning, Thursday, October 1st we rode to Yar-
mouth, nine miles, to breakfast; and spent a considerable time
in examining the salt works of Peter Thatcher, Esq. Hence we
proceeded to Marshpee, or Massapee ; fifteen, to dinner. In the
evening we returned to Sandwich; twelve: in all thirty-six
miles. Our road was better than on the three preceding days.

Massapee is one of the few tracts in the populous parts of New-
England, which are still occupied by the Aborigines. A mission-
ary has been regularly supported here, with small interruptions,
from the establishment of this Indian colony by the efforts of Mr.
Richard Bourne, the first missionary. This gentleman, with a
disinterestedness, and piety, highly honourable to him, obtained,
in the year 1660, a deed from an Indian, named Quachatisset, and
others, to the Indians of Massapee, or, as they were then called
the South Sea Indians, covering the tract which bears this name.
The instrument was so drawn, that the land could never be sold
without the consent of every Indian, belonging to the settlement.
On this foundation he began a mission to this place ; and was or-
dained as a missionary in 1670, In 1685, he died; and was suc-
ceded by an Indian preacher, named Simon Popmonet, who liv-
ed in this character about forty ycars; and was succeeded, in
1729, by Mr. Joseph Bourne, a descendant of Richard. This
gentleman resigned the office in 1742; and was followed by a
second Indian Missionary, a regular minister, and a good, sensible
- preacher. During his life two gentlemen were successively can-
didates for the office ; but, being powerfully opposed, neither of
them was inducted. In 1758, the Rev. Gideon Hawley was in-
* stalled as the pastor of these people.
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Massapee is peculiarly fitted to be an Indian residence. It lies
on the Sound ; is indented by two bays ; and shoots into it sever-
al necks, or points, of land. It is also watered by several streams,
and ponds. From these circumstances the inhabitants derive
abundant opportunities of supplying themselves with fish. It is
well covered with a forest; and, therefore, has long retained the
game, which was the second source of their subsistence. It is,
also, sequestered in a great measure from that correspondence
with the whites, which has been usually fatal to Indian settle-
ments in this country. .

The face of this tract is not unpleasant. It is composed of
plains, vallies, and hills, but is less unequal than Sandwich, or
Barnstable. On our road we saw several English houses; all of
which were good buildings, and exhibited proofs of prosperity. I
have no where seen quinces in such abundance.

The Inn, at which we dined, was kept hy a respectable family,
who entertained us with great civility and kindness. After din-
ner one of my fellow-travellers accompanied me to the house of
Mr. Hawley ; with whom we had an interview, more interesting
than words can describe.

This gentleman was a most intimate friend of my parents.
From his youth he had sustained as amiable and unexceptionable
a character, as can perhaps be found among uninspired men. He
was pious and benevolent, zealous and candid, firm and gentle,
sedate and cheerful, with a harmony of character equally uncom-
mon and delightful. Naturally, I believe, his disposition was ar-
dent, his conceptions strong, and his susceptibility exquisite. The.
points, however, were worn down, and smoothed, by an excel-
lent understanding, and a peculiar self-gove.rnment. Equally re-
moved from the phlegm of insensibility, and the vehemence of
passion, his feelings were warm, and yet temperate. Me, whom
he had not seen since I was a youth of eighteen, he regarded with
personal affection. To this he added the peculiar attachment,
which he was prepared to place on me as a representative of my
parents and my grand parents on both sides ; all of whom he re-
membered with the strongest emotions of friendship, whom he had
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not seen for thirty years, and whom he expected never to see on
this side of the grave. The expressions of genuine and virtuous
attachment paint the heart at once, in a manner perfectly under-
stood, and exquisitely felt ; but they cannot be copied. Perhaps
they were never more happily exhibited, nor by a mind which
felt more, or in a manner more amiable and dignified.

Mr. Hawley had a favourite son; a young gentleman of the
greatest hopes, possessed of superiour talents and learning, of el-
egant manners, distinguished piety, and the best reputation. He
had lately come from the tutorship in Cambridge ; and had been
just ordained to the Ministry. .

By all, who knew him, he was beloved and honoured ; and
most by those who knew him best. In the room over our heads
he lay on his dying bed; and had been expected to expire the
preceding night. Fer death he was, however, eminently prepar-
ed ; and looked forward through the curtains, which hide the in-
visible world, to scenes of a higher and more refined nature,
scenes suited to the elevated taste of an enlighted christian, with
a serenity, and confidence, more dignified than the loftiest con-
ceptions of proud philosophy, and the sublimest dreams of scep-
tered ambition.

The pleasure, with which the father of this good man received
me; the sympathy, with which he recalled the friends of his
youth ; the sorrow, awakened by the situation of his expiring
son; and the setting of his fond, luminous hopes in the night of
the grave ; the lustre, which played, and trembled over this mel-
ancholy scene from the mind of that son, brilliant with lucid
" hopes of immortal glory; exhibited in their union, and their al-
ternations, a picture', wholly singular, beautiful, solemn, and sub-
lime. I beheld it with a mixture of wonder and dclight. To
describe it, is beyond my power. Into all these subjects he en-
tered familiarly, and at once; and appeared equally ready to go
with his son, or stay behind with his remaining friends; to pro-
tract his toil a little longer, or to be summoned to his account,
and the reward of his labours; as it should please his Employer.
He felt deeply; but with a serene submission. He knew, that
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he was chastened; but found high, and sufficient consolation for
his sufferings in the character of Him, from whom the stroke
came. To me he shewed, in such a manner as to put suspicion
out of countenance, the affection of a father; and when we part-
ed he gave me a father’s blessing.

If I may be permitted to judge, the emotions which he discov-
ed, and even those which he excited, were such, as an infidel,
or any other worldling, if he could enjoy, or understand them,
would deeply envy. They were such, as he would of necessity
confess to be as much brighter, nobler, and better, than any thing
which he had ever imagined before, as the golden visions of en-
raptured poetry are superiour to the dull, cold realities of this un-
toward life.

The young gentleman, who accompamed me on this visit, was
educated in the gay world, and, as himself declared, sufficiently
addicted to its enjoyments; but he was entirely overcome by the
scenes of this interview. After we had left the house, he burst into
a flood of tears, which he had with great difficulty suppressed un-
til that time ; and was unable to utter a word, until we had almost
reached the inn. In broken accents he then declared, that he
had never been so deeply affected in his life; that although he
had not before been accustomed to think lightly of Christianity,
he had now acquired new ideas of its excellence ; and that, should
he ever lose them afterwards, he should esteem himself guilty,
as well as unhappy Yet the whole conversation had been rather -
cheerful ; and every thing which it involved, of a melancholy na-
ture, had been gilded, and burnished, by serenity and hope.*

* As this excellent man died a few years after the time here mentioned, I willadd
those particulars concerning him, which I have been able to collect.

In a letter to the author, dated April 29, 1801, Mr. Hawley observes :

¢ When you honoured me with a visit on the 2d of October ult. my son, my soun
James, the son of my old age, the hope of my declining years, was in the last stage
of life; and he only survived until the 8th at evening, when he expired. May my
other children live as he lived, and when they come to die, may they die as he died.
A number of his church and congregation, came forty miles, to be present at his fu-
neral, which was attended by all the vicinity of ministers. The Rev. Mr. L. of
Falmouth kept Sabbath with us on the day after his funeral, and delivered a very
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When we arrived at the inn, we found two of our companions
had set out for Sandwich soon after dinner. It was near sun-set
when we followed them. The evening was calm and beautiful ;
the country, through which we passed, was a forest, still and soli-
tary ; and the moon, whose unclouded beams darted, at momen-
tary intervals, through the pines, bordering our road, prolonged
the serene solemnity, awakened in our minds during the after-
noon, and formed a happy conclusion of the affecting scenes,
which I have described. After a delightful ride of twelve miles,
we arrived at Mr. B.’s, and were received with every proof of
politeness and affection. .

suitable discourse on the occasion.—James died at a time of life when men are gen-
erally lamented, in case their characters are good.”’

In a letter of September 2, 1802, he says :

“ [ have rather declined since [ had the honour and satisfaction to see you at my
house, in October 1800, a few days before my late James’ death.—J am yet upon du-
ty—may I be faithful unto the death—the time'is short; and the time of my de-
parture isat hand. My coevals are dead.

“ For a man of seventy-five | have very few complaints. In the early part of life,
my labours and sufferings were many and hard, and [ did but just survive my ser-
vices (among the Indians and in the army) in the year 1756. 1 came down to this
place in 1757, expecting soon to end my days; but was so far recovered, as to be on
my Western mission in 1761—and as far as Chenango.

“ [ have lately written to your kinsman, the only surviving son of your late un-
cle, the President of Union Collcge, deceased, concerning his father iu his puerile
years, when with me in the Indian country; and how we came off in the dead of
winter. | was six days in passing from Onecho Yunghe to Cherry Valley, with my
two boys ; and the four last days with only ourselves, my Indians (not through dis-
affection, but fatigue) having given out by the way. An Indian will bardly endure
three days fatigue in succession.”’

This eminent and faithful servant of the Lord died on the 3d of October 1807, in
the 81st year of his age, and 56th of his Missionary labours, ¢ *On his death bed,
he appeared perfectly rational and tranquil. Speaking of his approaching dissolu-
tion, and his prospects of futurity, he observed, I have hope of acceptance, but it is
founded wholly on free and sovereign grace, and not at all on my own works. Itis
true my labours have been many, but they have been so very imperfect, attended
with so greata want of charity, humility, &c. that I have no hope in them as the
ground of my acceptance.’’—Pub.

* See Panoplist, 1807.
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On the afternoon of the succeeding day, Friday, October 2d,
we left this hospitable family ; and, accompanied by Mr. D. rode
to Plymouth : eighteen miles. At the house of Mr. H. the same
polite and friendly reception, which we had experienced at Sand-
wich, was repeated.

As I have now bidden adieu to the peninsula of Cape Cod, I
will close my account of it with a few general observations.

This singular piece of land extends from the isthmus, which con-
nects it with the Main, to Race Point, as measured on the road,
sixty-eight miles. About half this distance, it runs Eastward ; and
the remaining half, principally North-Westward. At Sandwich,
where it is widest, it is about seventeen miles in breadth, or if
measured to the South-Western extremity of Falmouth, about
twenty. At Harwich it is about eleven, or, if measured to the
Southern point of Cape Malabar, about nineteen. The basis of
this peninsula, constituting almost the whole mass, is a body of
fine, yellow sand. Above this is a thin layer of coarser, white
sand ; and above this another layer of soil, gradually declining
from Barnstable to Truro, where it vanishes. A considerable
part of the peninsula is still forested. Many of the inhabitants,
within the Elbow, are seamen ; beyond it, almost all. They are,
generally, perhaps as generally as in any other part of the United.
States, in comfortable, and even in thrifty, circumstances. Few
decayed, or unrepaired houses were visible to us ; and no pecul-
iar marks of poverty. The inhabitants are industrious and or-
derly. The vice, principally complained of to us, was intempe-
rance ; and this chiefly in the Western division. Every town has
at least one church ; and, so far as I was able to learn, divine ser-
vice is, with few exceptions, generally, and respectfully, attend-
ed. Their intercourse with each other by land, is confined.
There are no more enterprising, active, skilful seamen, perhaps,
in the world. Upon the whole, this unpromising tract sustains
more inhabitants,and furnishes them with more comfortable means
of subsistence, than a stranger would be easily induced to imag-
ine. In 1790, the County of Barnstable contained 17,354 peo-
ple; in 1800, 19,293 ; and,in 1810, 22,211: a great part of whom
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are like beavers, gaining their subsistence from the water, and
making use of the land chiefly as a residence. Those who live
beyond the Elbow, have been heretofore accused of plundering
the vessels wrecked on their coast, and treating the seamen who
escaped with inhumanity. Instances of this nature may have hap-
pened. I am well assured, that the contrary character is to be
attributed to them generally ; and that they have often exhibited
the most humane, as well as undaunted spirit, in relieving their
suffering countrymen, and in aiding them to preserve the remains
of their shipwrecked property.

The country from Sandwich to Plymouth is a continued forest,
with a few solitary settlements in its bosom. The surface is, prin-
cipally, a plain ; but at times swelling into hills. Wherever the
road lies on the shore the prospects are romantic; but wild and
solitary. The forest is, generally, composed of yellow pines ;
the soil is barren; and the road almost universally sandy ; but
less deep than that, which has been heretofore described.

We passed several places, which, in this region have been
kept in particular remembrance from an early period. Among
them is a rock, called Sacrifice Rock ; and a piece of water, nam-
ed Clam-pudding Pond. On the former of these the Indians were
accustomed to gather sticks, some of which we saw lying upon it,
as a religious service, now inexplicable.* On the shore of the
latter the early Colonists of Plymonth held an annual festival, and
made this food a part of their entertainment. A great part of the
tract is in the township of Plymouth, .

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

* This seems to have been customary among the Aborigines of New-England.

Vou. I11, 15
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Plymouth; the first town settled in New-England—Rock on which the Colonists
first landed—Their Cemetery—Reflections on the care of Divine Providence
over them—Fisheries and Commerce of Plymonth.

Dear Sir,

PryxouTn, the cradle of New-England, is situated at the bot-
tom of a harbour, on the South-Western part of Massachusetts
Bay, forty-two miles South-East of Boston, and thirty North-East
from Barnstable. It is built on the shore, upon an easy declivity,
beneath the brow of an extensive pine plain. The declivity is
about a fourth of a mile in breadth, and from a mile and a half to
{wo miles in length. Its surface is generally handsome; and its
soil excellent. The soil of the plain is of little value. Main-
street runs irregularly on the rear of the declivity, parallel with
* the shore. Several others have the same direction ; and these are
irregularly crossed by others nearly at right-angles. The houses
are in many instances ordihary,in many decent; and a considerable
" number are of a still better appearance. The town is compactly
built, and has an air of respectability ; but cannot be called hand-
some. I found it improved in its appearance ; and still more so,
when I visited it in 1807. The public buildings are two churches,
a Court-house, and a gaol : neither of them distinguished for beau-
ty, :

Plymoéuth was the first town built in New-England by civilized
men ; and those by whom it was built, were inferiour in worth to
no body of men, whose names are recorded in history during the
last seventeen hundred ycars. A kind of venerableness, arising
from these facts, attaches to this town, which may be termed a
prejudice. Still it has its foundation in the nature of man, and
will never be eradicated either by philosophy or ridicule. No
New-Englander, who is willing to indulge his native feelings, can
stand upon the rock, where our ancestors set the first foot after
their arrival on the American shore, without experiencing emo-
tions. entirely different from those, which are excited by any

3
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common object of the same nature. No New-Englander could
be willing to have that rock buried and forgotten. Let him rea-
son as much, as coldly, and as ingeniously, as he pleases, he will
still regard this spot with emotions, wholly different from those,
which are excited by other places of equal, or even superiour im-
portance.

For myself T cannot wish this trait in the human character ob-
literated. In a higher state of being, where truth is universally
as well as cordially embraced, and virtue controls without a rival,
this prejudice, if it must be called by that name, will probably be-
come useless, and may, therefore, be safely discarded. But in
our present condition every attachment, which is tnnocent, has its
use, and contributes both to fix, and to soften man. The fierce,
and the roving, spirit of our race, are alike dangerous; and where
a ruling principle of a higher nature cannot be certainly establish-
ed, nor its efficacy safely relied on, a wise man will press into
the public service every harmless emotion, every useful tenden-
cy of the human heart, and secure to himself, and to the world,
the benefits, which, experience assures him, will be derived from
its influence. Nor will he foolishly lessen the attachment to
country, nor discourage its desirable exertions, by coldly scruti-
nizing its metaphysical nature, doubting its propriety, or stigma-
tizing it with the names of prejudice and weakness.

An Admiral would be ill employed on the eve of a naval en-
. gagement, in teaching his sailors, that the enthusiasm, with which
they felt the honour of their country, was contrary to good sense,
and founded only in the foolish prejudices of a narrow education.
A parent would be miserably occupied, in persuading his child, if
he could persuade him, that the house, in which he was born, had
nothing which recommended it to his attachment, beyond any
other house in the neighbourhood, except the feelings, which were
produced, as well as cherished, by weakness and errour. Proba-
bly there is not a Christian in the world, however ardent, refincd,
or sublime, may be his emotions, to whom heaven is not addition-
ally endeared, whenever he thinks of it in the character, or gives
it the appellation, of his final home. Such prejudices are more

4
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honourable to the heart, and more useful to the interests of man,
than all the frosty feelings, and all the wire-drawn disquisitions,
with which a false Philosophy has benumbed, and perplexed, the
world.

. On Saturday morning, accompanied by I. L. Esq. and Mr. H.
we visited the consecrated Rock, on which the first Fathers of
New-England landed. Hence we proceeded to the original bu-
rying ground, where several of the first Colonists, whose names
are now unknown, were interred. Two of the cannon, originally
brought hither, lie on this ground. From this place we proceeded
to the spot, where the first English dwelling-house was erected :
and saw the first well, which was dug in New-England.

We next proceeded to the common cemetery and examined the
names on a great number of the monuments ; many of which had
already been rendered familiar to us by history.

Had the persons, anciently buried here, been distinguished for
nothing but being the first planters of New-England, they would,
according to the dictates of my own mind, have been entitled toa
consideration, in some respects peculiar; and could not have
been blended by memory with the herd of those, who are gone.
But when I call to mind the history of their sufferings on both
sides of the Atlantic ; when I remember their pre-eminent pa-
tience, their unspotted piety, theirimmoveable fortitude, their un-
daunted resolution, their love to each other, their justice and hu-
manity to the savages, and their freedom from all those stains,
which elsewhere spotted the character even of their companions
in affliction ; I cannot but view them as a singular band of illus-
trious brothers, claiming the veneration and applause of all their
posterity. By me the names of Carver, Bradford, Cushman, and
Standish, will never be forgotten, until I lose the power of recol-
lection. .

On this ground stood the first fort, ever erected in this country.
The figure of the work is still distinctly visible. It was a round,
irregular structure, conformed to the shape of the ground. No
other place could have been so well chosen, either for discoygr-
ing the approach of savages, or for defending the town ag‘é:t
their incursions. ’

Fadd
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A noble prospect is presented to the eye on this spot. Imme-
diately beneath it lies the town ; and beyond this the harbour,
and its shipping. The harbour is a beautiful piece of water, bound-
ed on the South by Plymouth Point, a long arched beach, and on
the North by that of Duxborough; the end of which is called the.
Gurnet, and sustains the light-house. These Points, together with
the opposite shores, completely enclose the harbour. Between
them is seen Clark’s Island: named from the mate of the vessel,
which brought the first settlers, and the first white man' that land-
ed on this ground. Over these Points opens the great bay of
Massachusetts ; limited at the Southern extremity by the penin-
sula of Cape Cod, with its finely gilded shore of yellow sand, ex-
tending more than sixty miles; and spreading boundlessly to the
North-East. On the North appears the town of Duxborough,*
shooting far into the Bay its beautiful shore, ornamented by a
handsome conical hill, called Captain’s Mount, the property, and
the residence, of the gallant Standish. A more magnificent as-
semblage is not often seen ; and none is so endeared to a New-
Englander, by the remembrance of what has passed in former pe-
riods of time.

Governour Carver was buried in the first burying ground ; and
is' without a monument. This is dishonourable to the citizens of
Plymouth; but will, [ hope, not long remain so. The true char-
acter of their ancestors is becoming better and better understood
by the people of New-England ; and their attention to the persons
and facts, mentioned in the early history of their country, is con-
tinually increasing. The inhabitants of Plymouth, who, in this
respect, hold the first station among their countrymen, will, I
trust, feel the propriety of honouring, with so becoming a tribute,
the memory of a man, to whom they are so greatly indebted.
The remains of Governour Bradford were interred, without a
doubt, in the other burying ground, near those of his son ;

But ““not a stone
Tells where he lies,”’

* This town was named in honour of Captain Standish, the duz, or military Lead- -
er of the Colony.
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Bradford and Carver were the Fathers of the Colony ata
time, and in circumstances, when few of our race would have
hazarded, or suffered, so much, even for the promotion of Reli-
gion itself. Their patience and constancy were primitive ; and
their piety and benevolence would not have dishonoured an
Apostle.

I could not but feel, with great force, the peculiar care of di-
vine Providence over these Colonists, in conducting them to this
spot. The savages in the neighbourhood had, during the prece-
ding year, been entirely destroyed by an epidemic ;* and the
country was, therefore, become, throughout a considerable ex-
tent, entirely useless to its owners. Hence they were willing to
sell it to the Colonists. Besides, the disease had 20 much redu-
ced their numbers, that they were endangered by the formidable
power of their neighbours, the Narrhagansets. Instead of regard-
ing the English, therefore, with that jealousy, which is so univer-
sal, and so important, a characteristic of savages, they considered
them as seasonable allies, by whom they might be secured from
the hostilities of their neighbours. Hence they welcomed the
English with kindness and hospitality. The friendship, begun
between Massasoit and the Colonists, continued through his life ;
and although at times, and in small degrees, weakened by the arts
of his neighbours, was in full strength at his dcath.

The place, where they landed, was furnished with a safe har-
bour, of sufficient depth to admit their own commercial vessels,
and yet too shallow to receive vessels of force. The soil, on
which they planted themsclves, was, to an extent sufficient for all
their purposes, excellent. This ground bordered the ocean, and
on that side, therefore, was safe. On the land side it was easily,
and entircly, defended by a single fort. The barrenness of the
interiour prevented them from wandering, to which almost all
Colonists have a strong propensity. Excursions into the country

* Gookin says,. ¢ doubtless it was some pestilential disease. I have discoursed
with some old Indians, that were then youths; who say, that the bodies all over
were exceeding yellow, describiug it by a yellow garment they showed me, both
hefore they died, and afterward.””
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would have awakened the jealousy of their neighbours, and sub-
jected the Colonists to a most capricious hostility, from individu-
als at least, if not from the tribe ; a hostility against which savage
principles could furnish no security, and Savage Government no
protection. The settlers of Plymouth were by this fact retained
in a cluster ; and were thus preserved from probable destruction.
Here also, they found water at their doors in springs, aud in a fine
mill-stream, of the best quality.

The climate, notwithstanding the mortality experienced the
first year, was eminently healthy. The Bay furnished them with
fish in abundance for food and for commerce, both at the time in-
dispensable ; and opened an extensive trade with the Indians of
the coast for articles, of great demand in their native country.
In this manner they were enabled to pay their debts, and supply
many future wants. Here they found, what was of incalculable
importance to them at the comnmencement of their settlement, an
Indian, named Tisquantum, or Squanto; who by accident had
contracted a friendship for the English, and became at once, and
throughout his life continued to be, their friend. This man, more
mild and generous than most of his countrymen, was very useful
to them in many particulars of great importance. He became
their interpreter. He taught them how to plant, to manure with
fish, and to preserve maize : a plant, indispensable to their sub-
sistence, and the means of their preservation, at various times,
from famine and death. He also conciliated to themn the good
will of his brethren ; and gave them repeated and timely, infor-
mation of danger from the Savages, even at the hazard of his life.

In no other place could these advantages have been found : but
all these they enjoyed here, until their numbers, wealth, and
knowledge of the country enabled them to extend their settle-
ments with safety and success.

They were originally destined to Hudson’s river ; but the Cap-
tain, bribed by the Dutch Government, conducted them to New-
England. Notwithstanding the baseness of this conduct, and not-
withstanding the superiour advantages, possessed by the city,
and State, of New-York at the present time, it is, I thiuk, clearly
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evident, that they landed in a place, incomparably beiter suited
to the nature of their enterprise, their wants, and their welfare.
The Dutch settlers were aided by their own Government in Eu-
rope, and were yet hardly able to preserve themsclves from ruin.
The Colonists of Plymouth had no such aid ; and would probably
have perished hy famine, or been cut off by war, soon after they
had reached the shore.

The Institutions, civil, literary, and religious, by which New-
England is distinguished on this side of the Atlantic, began here.
Here the manner of holding lands in free socage, now universal
in this country, commenced. Here the right of suffrage was im-
parted to every citizen, to every inhabitant, not disqualified by
poverty, or vice. Here was formed the first establishment of
towns ; of the local Legislature, which is called a Town meeting;
and of the peculiar town executive, styled the Select Men. Here
the first parochial school was set up; and the system originated,
for communicating to every child in the community the knowl-
edge of reading, writing, and arithmetic. Here, also, the first
building was erected for the worship of God; the first Religious
assembly gathered; and the first minister called, and settled, by
the voice of the church and congregation. On these simple foun-
dations has since been erected a structure of good order, peace,
liberty, knowledge, morals, and religion, to which nothing, on this
side of the Atlantic, can bear a remote comparison.

The genteel people in Plymouth have the same characteris-
tics, with those of the same class along this coast. The middle
class, composed of fishermen and mechanics, are respectable for
good morals, and civility of deportment. To the inhabitants the
fishery is an object of primary importance. To some it is a
source of wealth, and to multitudes of a comfortable, cheerful
living. The most valuable branch of it is the cod fishery: the
next, those of mackarel and herrings. All these are sold in Spain,
and Portugal, or on the islands belonging to these countries. For-
merly, they were carried to the Boston market. Mr. H. com-
menced the business of exporting them to foreign countries in his
own vessels. His fellow citizens have followed this profitable ex-
ample.
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The commerce of Plymouth may be estimated from the follow-

ing abstract of duties.
Years. * Duties. | Years. Daties.
1801 - - $21,754 | 1806 - - $98,511
1802 - - 19,223 | 1807 - - 62,592
1803 - - '30,305 | 1808 - - 21,994
1804 - - 34,417 | 1809 - - 32,575
1805 - - 63,411 | 1810 - - 29,224

The mode of curing fish on the flakes is a curiosity to a stran-
ger. A fish flake is a platform, made in this manner. Posts are
set upright in the ground, about two and a half feet high. A rail,
inserted in holes made in these posts, connects them as in field
fences. These are multiplied to such an extent as the business
demands ; and are covered with a-matting of alders, woven so
closely, as to support the fish. In a field, belonging to Mr. H,
about three acres were covered with these flakes. The level
margin of the ocean for about two miles above and below the
town is, during the proper season, wholly devoted to this busi-
ness. ‘ )

When the codfish are opened, and cleansed, which is done in
sea-water, they are salted, packed, and suffered to lie a short
time. They are then carried to the flakes, where they are spread
in the sun to dry. When rain is approaching, they are always
housed ; and in cloudy days are not carried out. After they are
sufficiently dry, they are lodged in stores, and packed for expor-
tation. The present year has been propitious to the fishermen.
The number caught is great, and the market good.

On the mill-stream, mentioned above, which is called Town
Brook, and has its source in a small lake, named Billington’s sea,
there is erected a rolling and slitting mill, together with several
other water works. The mill is said to be very productive
property, and is plentifully supplied with water round the year.

In the town clerk’s office we saw the earliest records of the
Colony ; and its original Charter, in the box, in which it has been
kept from the beginning.

Vou. II. . 16
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On Sunday we found a large and very decent congregation in
the old church. A singular custom was here exhibited to us.
More than fifty bills were read by the Clergyman, desiring the
prayers of the congregation for families in affliction. They were
principally occasioned by the death of nine inhabitants, almost all
of them at sea, which had either happened. or been first heard
of, during the preceding week. In such a case, it seems, a bill
is presented for every branch of a family, which is particularly in-
terested in the melancholy event.

The township of Plymouth includes three Presbyterian congre-
gations. In 1790, it contained 2,995 inhabitants ; in 1800, 3,524 ;
and, in 1810, 4,228. 1 am, Sir, yours, &c.
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Kingston—-Marshfield—Scituate—Hingham—W eymouth-—Braintree—Quiney—
Milton—Dorchester—Its early settlement—-Fortifications erected by Gen. Wash-
ington—Roxbury—Rev. John Elliot the Apostle of the Indiane.

Dear Sir,

O~ Monday, Oct 5th, I set out with one of my companions for
Boston; the other two having gone forward on Saturday. A rain,
which fell on Sunday evening, left us a delightful day. We rode
through Kingstown, four miles; Marshfield, six; Scituate, twelve ;
Hingham, six; to Weymouth, four: thirty-two. During an ear-
ly part of our journcy we lost our way in consequence of the re-
moval of a post-guide.

I ought to have mentioned, that on the mill stream which runs
through Plymouth are erected two grist-mills, an oil-mill, a roll-
ing-mill, a slitting-mill, and a mill for plating iron shovels. The
stream, which originates in a large pond, descends rapidly, and
furnishes always an abundance of water.

The road from Plymouth to Kingston is generally sandy but
tolerable. Near Kingston it becomes hard ; on a loam mixed
with gravel. The soil, here, is fertile ; and the surface, pleas-
ant. The town contains several well-appearing houses ; and the
whole aspect of the country is sprightly and agreeable. Among
the pleasing objects, which it presented, the re-appearance of
thrifty New-England forest trees, was not the least inviting.

Kingston contained, in 1790, 1,004 inhabitants ; in 1800, 1,037 ;
and, in 1810, 1,137.

In this town lived the Hon. William Seaver, one of the most
respectable men whom I ever knew.

From Kingston to Scituate the road was better and harder than
any we had seen since we had left Rochester.

We passed through the Western parish of Marshfield, which
contains a village of moderate size, compactly and tolerably well
built, but with few marks either of thrift or poverty. The houses
werce of long standing, and imperfectly repaired.
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In 1790, Marshfield contained 1,269 inhabitants; in 1801, 1,256;
and, in 1810, 1,364.

As we came near Oakman’s ferry, where we crossed North
river, we were gratified by a succession of undulating grounds,
covered with an excellent soil, and exhibiting the full New-Eng-
land verdure, for the first time since we had left Rhode-Island.
Several well-looking houses shewed, that the inhabitants had
availed themselves of their advantages ; and, together with a col-
lection of thrifty groves, yiclded a prospect very pleasing to us.

We crossed the river in a small, clumsy boat, rowed by a little
boy ; and, although it was no more than forty or fifty yards wide,

- experienced very serious anxiety. This stream rises in Pembroke ;
and, although it runs only between twenty and thirty miles, is so
deep as to permit ships of three hundred tons, to descend into
Massachusetts Bay, eighteen miles distant.

Scituate, where we dined, is a collection of scattercd planta-
tions. The houses are generally decent ; but the whole region
wears remarkably the appearance of stillness and retirement ;
and the inhabitants seem to be separated, in a great measure from
all active intercourse with their country.

Scituate contains three Congregations ; two Presbyterian, and
one Episcopal. The number of its inhabitants in 1790, was 2,856 ;
in 1800, 2,728 ; and, in 1810, 2,969.

Hingham is a pretty village, neatly built around a bandsomec
church, and exhibiting proofs of wealth and taste. The ground,
on which it stands, is, however, unpleasantly bhroken by several
small elevations, formed by collections of rocks; some of them
very large and unsightly ; thrown together in a disagreeable con-
fusion. It is built at the head of a bay, which is an arm of the
great bay of Massachusetts. The -township is about four miles
square ; and includes two parishes, and three cc'mgregations. In
1790, it contained 337 houses, and 2,085 inhabitants: in 1800 the
number of inhabitants was 2,112 ; and, in 1810, 2,382.

We arrived at Weymouth a little after sunset ; and found tol-
erable accommodations, at a very handsome price. - At the inn,
where we lodged, a considerable number of men and women, of
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different ages, from the neighbourhood, had assembled around a
table, and were employed in playing at cards. Our first parents
themselves; with all the advantages of innocence and solitude,
were scarcely less anxious to be concealed from inspection, or
more perfectly at their ease, while pursuing the employments of
Paradise. The prospect, however, was, I presume, singular: for,
in the numerous inns, at which I have had occasion to lodge,
while travelling more than fifteen thousand miles, 1 have never
in any other instance, seen such a collection, so employed.

Weymouth, originally named Wessagusset, was fir8t planted by
Mr. Weston, an English merchant, in 1622 ; but the settlement
being soon broken up, it was not incorporated ’till 1685. The
surface is undulating and stony, and the soil pretty good. Excel-
lent cheese is wmade here, and a little commerce carried on.

The township includes two parishes. In 1790, it contained
1,469 inhabitants ; in 1800, 1,803 ; and, in 1810, 1,889.

The next morning we rode to Charlestown to dinner; through
Braintrece, Quincy, Milton, Dorchester, Roxbury, and Boston,
seventeen miles. ‘

At Weymouth the land begins to be uninterruptedly good, and
‘the agriculture to assume a higher character. The houses, also,
make a better appearance; are generally neat, and sometimes
approach towards elegance. The country every where exhibits
the aspect of thrift, and often of wealth. The surface is undula-
ting and pleasant. The groves of oak and hickory, being tall and
spiry, make, together with many beautiful single trees, a most
pleasing impression on the traveller. At the same time there is a
succession, at different intervals, of rocky protubcrances, which
" are remarkably ragged, and follow each other so frequently, as
materially to disfigure the prospect.

The beauty of this country, both natural and artificial, increas-
ed as we approached towards Boston. The surface became more
goft and smiling ; the houses more brilliant, and more numerous;
their appendages more beautiful ; and the wealth, and the taste,
displayed, superiour. Indeed, from Weymouth the country may,
with little extravagance, be considered as one continued village,
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raiscd up by the commerce of Boston, and forming a kind of sub-
urb to that capital.

Quincy is a pretty town, built on a handsome plain, arounda
neat church. This is the residence of Mr. Adams, lately Presi-
dent of the United States. We called on this gentleman, and
had every reason to be gratified with our reception. He has, in
the litcral sense, become a farmer, and pursues the business with
much spirit. . This employment, originally destined for man, and
therefore so well adapted to his nature, is undoubtedly the hap-
piest resort for a gentleman, retiring from the bustle of life ; and
is perhaps the only one, which will supply the chasm, left in an
active mind, when separated from a long course of vigorous cx-
ertion. Every mind must have some engagement, or it will be
unbappy. This to a man of sense must be ratiopal, and useful;
to a man of curiosity, instructive ; to a man of dignity, honoura-
ble. I know not how *otium cum dignitate” can well be found,
particularly in this country, by such a man, when declining in
age, in any scenes except those of agriculture. In a counting
room his appearance will be awkward and troublesome. From
the bar he will be almost pushed away. In the Legislature he
will pine under the visible loss of reputation and influence. Ar
office will weary him with fatigue and perplexity. Besides, de-
cency demands, that he, who is seen to stand immediately before
the gates of eternity, should not spend the little period which is
left him, in the scramble of the present world. The very heathen
seem to have felt this : it certainly ought to be felt by those, who
call themselves Christians.

Quincy was, till lately, a part of Braintree, and is the most
beautiful part. The present Braintrec is a collection of farms,
distinguished from the rest of this region by nothing uncommon.
The original township was scttled in 1625, by a Captain Wollas-
ton, and from him was named Mount Wollaston. The next ycar
he became discouraged, and went to Virginia, appointing a Mr.
Fitcher his agent. Thomas Morton, who, as Mr. Prince says,
had been a kind of pettifogger at Furnivals’ inn, and was one of
the company, excited a sedition against Fitcher, and compelled



LETTER XIH. 123

him to flee. Morton then assumed the control of the plantation ;
and, having reccived some goods from England, began to trade.
with the natives. The trade was lucrative ; and the company de-
voted their gains to rioting and drunkenness, and changed the
name of the place to Merry Mount. Soon after, they began to sell
arms to the savages. This alarmed the other plantations. The
Colony of Plymouth wrote to him very civilly, and repeatedly, re-
questing him to desist from this commerce ; but Morton treated
the proposition with contempt. Upon which Captain Standish,
with a small force, came to Mount Wollaston; dispersed the riot-
ers, leaving a few of the more sober and industrious planters;
took Morton, and carried him to Plymouth. The next year he
was sent back to England.

Braintree was incorporated in 1640, and Qumcy in 1792. Each
of these townships includes a single parish. The original township
of Braintree contained, in 1790, 420 dwelling-houses, and 2,771
inhabitants. In 1800, Braintree contained 1,285 inhabitants, and
Quincy 1,081: 2,366. In 1810, Braintree contained 1,351, and
Quincy 1,281: 2,632. Whether any part of the inhabitants have
been annexed to any other township, I am ignorant.

+ Milton lies immediately North of Quincy. It was anciently
known by the name of Uncataquisset ; and was incorporated in the
year. 1662, The prospects from Milton are remarkably fine.
Much of the surface is elevated, and overlooks a great part of the
surrounding region. A range of hills particularly, known here
by the name of the Blue Hills, preseats, in full view, Boston, and
its environs, its harbour, Massachusetts Bay, together with the
peninsula of Cape Cod, and the mountain Watchuset in the in-

teriour. '

Milton was the summer residence of Mr. Hutchinson, the author
of the History of Massachusetts Bay, and the last royal governour
but one of that Province. The letters of this gentleman concerning
the political affairs of America, particularly of Massachusetts Bay,
which have made so much noise in the world, were found in his
house by Samuel Henshaw, Esq. who then occupied it. These
letters have been generally supposed seriously to affect the chigr-
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acter of Mr. Hutchinson. If I have not been misinformed, the
first paper-mill, built in America, was erected here.

In 1790, Milton contained 153 houses, and 1,039 inhabitants ;

in 1800, 1,143 inhabitants ; and ia 1810, 1,264,
- Dorchester is separated from Milton by the river Neponset,
navigable for vessels of 150 tons, and eminently useful for the
mi[lxééats which it furnishes. The surface is a succession of hills
anid vallies ; and the landscape various and pleasant. A conside-
rable quantity of mechanical and manufacturing business is car-
ried on in this and the two last mentioned townships ; particular-
ly of leather, paper, shoes, snuff, chocolate &c.

Dorchester was incorporated in the year 1730, and was settled
a short time before Boston : being the oldest town, except Salem
and Charlestown, in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay. It has
given birth to several persons of eminence in this country. The
late Rev. Thomas Clap, President of Yale College, was of the
number.

Dorchester may be considered as the cradle of Connecticut.
John Oldham afterwards murdered by the Pequods, and Samuel
Hall, two of its inhabitants, had the honour of first exploring the
country on Connecticut river, about Hartford, in the year 1633 ;
and in 1636, about one hundred persons, chiefly inhabitants of
Dorchester, the rest from Cambridge and Watertown, with the
Rev. Mr. Hooker at their head planted themselves in Windsor,
Hartford, and Wethersfield. A considerable part of the first set-
tlers in Suffolk County on Long-Island were also inhabitants of
Dorchester.

A beautiful neck of land, commonly known by the name of
Dorchester Heights, on the South side of the basin which borders
the South Eastern shore of Boston, is celebrated for being the
spot, whence Gen. Washington by the erection of two batteries
compelled the British army to quit Boston. The sight of these
works, thrown up in a single night, astonished the British Com-
mander; and threw his army into confusion. When he first beheld
them, in the morning of March 5th, 1776, he is said to have ex-
claimed, “The rebels have done more in one night, than my ar-
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my would do in a fortnight.”” The importance of these batteries
he perfectly understood ; and knew, that it would be impossible
for him to keep his post a single day after they should be opened
on the town. He therefore made vigorous preparations for at-
tacking the works the next morning ; but was prevented by a vio-
lent storm from carrying the design into execution. Had he
made the attempt, he would, not improbably, have failed of suc-
cess. By an order of the American General, a great number of
barrels had been filled with sand, and were to be rolled down
upon the British ranks, ‘whenever they should approach within
the proper distance. As the declivity is every where sufficiently
steep, and remarkably smooth, this singular attack must have been
made with every advantage, and could not, I think, have failed
of destroying many of the assailants, nor of throwing. the rest into
confusion. A general discharge of cannon and musketry was
then to have been opened upon them ; and must, it would seem,
at such a crisis, have completed their overthrow. In 1776 [ ex-
amined the ground with attention; and was entirely convinced,
that the storm was propitious to the real interests of the British
army.

After the storm was ended, the works, were so far advanced, as
to render the prospect of success, in the opinion of Gen. Howe
himself, too improbable to permit the intended attack. He there-
fore began immediately the necessary preparations for leaving
Boston.

Dorchester originally included the townships of Milton, Stough-
ton, Sharon, Canton, and Foxborough. In 1792 it contained
within its present limits 256 houses, and 1722 inhabitants; in
1800, 305 houses, and 2,347 inhabitants: and in 1810, 2,930.*

® The following specimen of female prowess deserves to be recorded. It is abridg-
ed from a Kaatskill paper, July 1804.

A party of Narrhaganset Indiaus hunting on the borders of Dorchester, stopped at
the house of Mr. Minot, and demanded food and drink, Being refused, they went
away with evident marks of resentment, and Ohquammehend, the Sachem, swore
that he would be revenged. For this end, he left in the bushes, near the house, an
Indian named Chicataubutt to seize the first opportunity of executing his purpose.
The next morning, Mr. and Mre. Minot went as is supposed to Boston. The Indian

Vor. L. 17
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Roxbury lies between Dorchester and Boston, nearly at an
equal distance from both; and is connected with the latter of
these towns by the isthmus, which is called Boston neck.

The town of Roxbury is compactly built, the houses being in
many places contiguous ; and has the appearance of a pretty sub-
urb of a large city. Many of the houses are good, and the
church is handsome. The period is not very distant, when these
towns may be united to the eye of a traveller; as the buildings on
-the Neck are fast increasing.

The rest of the township is a collection of farms, of a prosper-
ous appearance.

Roxbury is one of the oldest towns in this State ; having been
incorporated Sept. 28th, 1630, three weeks after Boston, Dor-

. chester, and Watertown. I know of nothing remarkable in its
history, except that the celebrated John Elliot, commonly styled
the ¢ Apostle Elliot,”” and the *“ Apostle of the Indians,” was its
minister. This distinguished man was born in England in 1604 ;
arrived in New-England in 1631 ; and was inducted into the min-
istry at Roxbury in 1632. He was naturally qualified, beyond
almost any other man, for the business of a missionary ; possessed
a sound understanding, singular patience, fortitude, and zeal, at-

observed them, and prepared himself for mischief. Mr. Minot, apprehensive of
danger, had given his maid servant a strict charge to confine herself with the'r two
children to the house, and to open the door to no person until he should return. She
obeyed the orders exactly. Soon after, she saw Chicataabutt cross the ferry and
proceed towards the house. After looking about him with the greatest caution he
rushed to the door, and finding it barred, attempted to get in through the window.
The young woman had placed her master’s children under two brass kettles, direct-
ing them not to stir nor to make the least noise, and then loaded a musket belonging
to the house and stood upon her defence. The Indian probably perceiving her de-
sign, fired at her, but missed his mark. She then shot him through the shoulder.
Still he persisted in his design; but as he was entering the window she threw a shov-
el full of live coals into his face, and lodged them in his blanket. The pain which
they created, was too great even for a savage to endure. Chicataubutt fled, and
the next day was found dead in a wood on the borders of the town.

The adventure being made known to the government of Massachusetts Bay, this
¢ fortissima Tyndaridarum’’ was by their order presented with a silver wristband,
on which her name was engraved with this motto, ¢ She slew the Narrhaganset
hunter,”’
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tempered with the gentlest affections ; was ardent in his benevo-
lence ; sufficiently vigorous to endure almost any fatigue ; and
sufficiently persevering to surmount almost any difficulty. He
was not only apt to teach, but peculiarly fitted to instruct, such,
as were slow of apprehension, and biassed by prejudice. His ad-
dresses were plain, and remarkably intelligible. They were the
Janguage of the heart ; the spontaneous effusions of evangelical
good-will ; and were therefore deeply felt by all who heard them.
His treatment of the Indians was that of a sincere, upright, affec-
tionate parent. In providing for their wants ; in adjusting their
. differences ; in securing them permanent settlements ; in defend-
ing their rights; in preserving them from the depredations of
their Savage neighbours, on the one hand, and those of the Colo-
nists, especially about the time of Philip’s war, on the other; in
promoting among them agriculture, health, morals, and Religion;
and in translating the Bible into their language ; this great and
good man laboured with a constancy, faithfulness, and benevo-
lence, which place his name, not unworthily, among those, who
are arranged immediately after the Apostles of our divine Re-
deemer. '

He began his ministerial labours among these unhappy people
in 1646 ; and continued them as long as the vigour of life permit-
ted ; successful beyond every hope, and against every discour-
agement. He died in 1690, aged 86 ; and undoubtedly went to
receive the benedictions of multjtudes, who, but for him, had
finally perished. To his own people he was, as you will easily
believe, a pastor pre-eminently excellent and useful. Few men
have ever seen Religion so prosperous under their labours. Of
his charitable disposition the following story is a sufficient proof.
The parish Treasurer, having paid him his salary, put it into a
bandkerchief, and tied it into as many hard knots, as he could
make, to prevent him from giving it away before he reached his
own house. On his way he called upon a poor family, and told
them, that he had brought them some relief. He then began to
untie the knots ; but finding it a work of great difficulty, gave the
handkerchief to the mistress of the house ; saying, “ Here, my
dear, take it; I believe the Lord designs it all for you.”
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Mrs. Elliot, however, was an excellent economist. By her pru-
dent attention to his affairs he was enabled, notwithstanding his
liberality, to educate four sons at Harvard College ; two of whom
were ministers of the Gospel, and, as preachers, inferiour to none
of the age, in which they lived. ‘

The attachment of the people of Roxbury to Mr. Elliot may be
understood from this fact. When by the encroachments of age
he had become unable to preach, he proposed to his people to
relinquish his salary. To their immortal honour they answered,
that they thought his presence among them amply worth the mon-
ey. Who would not rather be such a man than a conqueror ?

Roxbury is distributed into three parishes ; and contained, in
the year 1790, 287 houses, and 2,226 inhabitants ; in 1800, 2,765
inhabitants ; and, in 1810, 3,669.

. I am, Sir, yours, &c.
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Dedham—Hon. Mr. Ames—Medfield : attacked by the Indians—Medway—Belling-
ham—Mendon—Peculiar kind of sheep—Uxbridge—Douglas—Forests—Thomp-
son—The Quinibaug and country on its borders—Pomfret— Ashford—Mansfield —
Coventry—Bolton—Willington—Gap in the Bolton Hills,

Dear Sir,

WE continued at Charlestown a week, and spent our time very
pleasantly among the interesting objects there, and in the vicini-
ty. On Tuesday, October 13th, we commenced our journey
homeward ; and passing through Boston, Roxbury, Dedham,
Medfield, and Medway, reached Mendon in the evening : thirty-
eight miles. .

Dedham is a neat town, situated pleasantly on a plain, the
South side of Charles River, eleven miles South-West of the
Capital. It is compactly built ; the houses are generally good,
and several of them are handsome.

Dedham is the shire town of the County of Norfolk ; and con-
tains three Congregational and one Episcopal churches, a court-
house, and a gaol. Its aspect is that of sprightliness and pros-
perity.  Several productive intervals, forming the margin of
Charles river, add not a little to its beauty.

In Dedham lived the Hon. Fisher Ames, several years a mem-
ber of the American Congress. This gentleman was born here,
April 9th, 1758, of respectable parents; and was cducated at
Harvard College, where he took the degree of A. B. in 1774. He
then commenced the study of the law ; and, soon after he began
the practice, was regarded as an advocate of distinguished tal-
ents. In 1788, he was chosen a member of the Convention,
summoned for the purpose of ratifying the Federal Constitution,
and a member of the House of Representatives in the State Le-
gislature the same year. The following year he was elected a
Representative from the District of Suffolk to the National Le-
gislature ; and was regularly re-elected during the Presidency of
General Washington. In all these situations, particularly the
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last, he distinguished himself by sound wisdom, most impressive
eloquence, immovable integrity, and exalted patriotism. After
his speech on the necessity of making appropriations for carrying
into effect the treaty with Great Britain, delivered April 28th,
1796, one of his antagonists objected to taking the vote, which
was to decide the question, at that time ; because the House was
borne away by the power of his eloquence. From this period he
generally declined public business on account of the imperfect
state of his health; yet he several times accepted a seat at the
Council Board. This, however, was evidently done to serve his
country ; not to gratify himself. He loved retirement ; and de-
lighted in his family. For public life, at the same time, he had
little relish ; and although for political science he felt an attach-
ment, which approximated to enthusiasm, yet he regarded active
politics with disgust. The state of his health, also, continued to
be such while he lived, as in a great measure to forbid his enter-
ing anew into the field of political controversy. During his re-
tirement, however, he never forgot the interests, or the dangers,
of his country. -Feeble as he was, he published within a few
years before his death a series of political essays, which were
then highly esteemed as specimens of original thought, and supe-
riour wisdom. Few men have so much good sense, as Mr. Ames
possessed ; and none, with whom I have conversed, a mind so
ready to furnish, at every call, the facts, which should be remem-
bered ; the truths, which should bec declared ; the arguments,
which should be urged ; language, in which they might be clearly
and forcibly expressed ; and images, with which they might be
beautifully adorned. His imagination was perhaps too brilliant,
and too rich. It could hardly be said, that any of the pictures,
which it drew, were ill-drawn, or out of place; yet it might, I
think, be truly said, that the gallery was crowded. The excess
was not, however, the consequence, either of a defective taste, or
a solicitude to shine ; but the produce of a fancy ever creative,
always exuberant, and exerting its powers more easily in this
manner, than in any other. To speak and write, as he actually
spoke and wrote, was only to permit the thoughts and images,
which first offered themselves, to flow from his lips or his pen.
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Mr.. Ames was distinguished by a remarkable, and very amia-
ble, simplicity of character. In circles, where any man would
have thought it an honour to shine, and where he always shone
with superiour lustre, he appeared entirely to forget himself, and
to direct all his observations to the entertainment of the compa-
ny ; and the elucidation of the su1)ject. Wherever he convers-
ed, it was impossible to fail of receiving both instruction and de-
light. But the instruction flowed not from the pride of talents, or
the ambition of being brilliant. Whatever was the field of thought,
he expanded it ; whatever was the theme of discussion, he gave
it new splendour : but the manner, in which he did both, shewed
irresistibly, that they were the most obvious, and the least labori-
ous, employments of such an understanding, and such a fancy.

His moral character was still more estimable. His integrity
appeared to be direct without cffort, and even without delibera-
tion ; it appeared to be straight, because it had never been warp-
ed ; to dictate what was right, because it bad not yet learned to
do what was wrong. His sense of rectitude, both public and per-
sonal, was not only exact, but delicate, and exquisite. His patri-
otism was glowing. »

As a public man, Mr. Ames was a distinguished object, both of
envy and praise. But eminent as he was among those who were
eminent, I should more strongly covet his private character. In
the several relations of life, which most endear, refine, and exalt,
human nature, he appeared with singular advantage.

Of the inspiration of the Scriptures he was firmly satisfied. It
ought to be observed, that although he had read extensively the
ablest works on the external evidences of Revelation, yet the di-
vine origin of the Scriptures was most deeply impressed on his
mind by their contents, ¢ No man,” said he, “ ever did, or ever
will, become truly eloquent, without being a constant reader of
the Bible, and an admirer of the purity and simplicity of its lan-
guage.” To a mind, like his, it was impossible, that the dictates
of a book, thus regarded, should be indifferent. Accordingly, he
professed publicly, the religion, which it enjoins, and adorned his
profession with a life irreproachable. :I'hrough the great and the
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gay world he passed without a stain. On its follics he looked
with pity ; on its splendours, with self-possession. No opinion,
no practice, was adopted by him, because it was fashionable. In
the devotions of his closet, and in the duties of Christian benevo-
lence, he found a satisfaction, which grandeur rarely knows, and
applause can never confer. Humble, sincere, and submissive, he
often shed, in intimate religious conversation, the tear of contri-
tion, and Jamented his want of fervour in his addresses to God.
When his end was approaching, with a consciousness that it was
near, he said, “ | have peace of mind. It may arise from stupid-
ity ; but I believe it is founded on a belief of the Gospel. My
hope is in the mercy of God through Jesus Christ.”” The Divin-
ity of the Saviour he admitted without a question, and, it would
seem, from a minule investigation of the subject.

The lofidel, and the worldly Christian, if I may be permitted
to use this phraseology, will regard the last part of his character
with feelings of contemptuous superiority. You, I am persuaded,
will rejoice to learn, that he was thus divinely wise; and will
contemplate, with exquisite satisfaction, his glorious destiny,
which, commencing in this manner here, will hereafter become
brighter and brighter forever.

Mr. Ames was married, in the year 1792, to Frances, the third
daughter of the Hon. John Worthington, formerly mentioned in
my account of Spriggfield. By this lady he had six sons, and one
daughter; all of them still living.

A volume of his works was published at Boston in the year
1809.

Dedham is divided into three parishes; and contained, in 1790,
255 houses, and 1,659 inhabitants; in 1800, 1,973 inhabitants;
and, in 1810, 2,172.

In the first parish there died, in forty years, viz. between 1756
and 1796, 529 persons.

Of these 529 persons

9 lived above 90,
42 above 80, and
74 ahove 70.
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Of the whole number, therefore, there lived above
90, 1 in 59
80,almost 1 in 10
70, almost 1 in 4.

From Dedham to Medficld the country is chiefly a forest; dull
in its appearance, and in some places rough and stony. The soil
is poor ; and the road indifferent.

Medfield is a small, but pleasant township, bounded on the
West by Charles River, and on the East by Dedham. The sur-
face is formed of easy, graceful hills, and open vallies. On the
borders of the river is a chain of handsome intervals; and at a
small distance from the road, is built the town, a decent village.

Medway was formerly a part of Medfield ; but was incorporated
as a township in 1713; and now contains two parishes. Its ap-
pearance is not unlike that of Medfield, except that we saw noth-
ing, which could be called a village. The inhabitants of both
these townships appear to be in good circumstances.

In the early part of Philip’s war the savages, after they had de-
stroyed Lancaster, attacked this town also. On the night prece-
ding the 21st of February 1765, they formed an ambush in the for-
ests, which surrounded it ; and at day-break fell unexpectedly up-
on several of the houscs. The inhabitants immediately fled to-
ward the garrisons for shelter, i. e. houses encircled by palisadoes.
Several of them were killed in their flight; one, a very aged
man, was taken prisoner, and burnt alive. About eighteen per-
sons were slain ; a considerable number of cattle destroyed ; and
from forty to fifty buildings consumed. Fortunately the inhabit-
ants had a field piece in the town, at the second or third discharge
of which, the Indians fled. Hubbard informs us, that they left on
the bridge a written note, declaring their determination to carry
on the war for twenty years to come ; and subjoining, that ¢ they
had nothing to lose ; whereas the English had corn, barns, and
houses.”  This asseult was, I think, made upon what is now cal-
led the town of Medfield.

Medfield contained, in 1790, 731 ; in 1800, 745: and, in 1810,
786 inhabitants. Medway contained, in 1790, 1,035; in 1800,
1,050; and, in 1810, 1,213 inhabitants.

Vou. III. 18
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Medfield was incorporated in 1650 ; and Medway in 1713,

Bellingham, so far as it is visible on the road, differs little from
Medway ; except that the soil is more sandy, and the surface less
pleasant. It contained, in 1790, 735 inhabitants; in 1800, 704 ;
and, in 1810, 766.

Mendon is situated on and between several ridges, running
Northand South. The highest of these grounds furnishes exten-
sive prospects; possessed, however, of little variety or beauty,
and of no other grandeur, except that which consists in mere am-
plitude. Two or three lively mill-streams murmur at the foot of
these ridges, and, while they enliven the scencry, furnish seats for
a considerable number of mills. The soil is either sandy, or,
where it is richer, encumbered with rocks. The manners of such
inhabitants, as we saw, were rather coarse and unpromising. A
thinly built village of decent houses surrounds the church.

Mendon was incorporated in 1767 ; is divided into two parish-
es; and, in 1790, contained 222 houses, and 1,555 inhabitants ;
in 1800, 228 houses, and 1,628 inhabitants ; and, in 1810, 1,819.

In this township, if I have been correctly informed, an ewe, be-
longing to one of the farmers, had twins, which he observed to
differ in their structure from any other sheep in this part of the
country ; particularly the fore legs were much shorter, and were
bent inward, so as distantly to resemble what are called club-feet.
Their bodies were, at the same time, thicker, and more clumsy.
During their growth they were observed to be more gentle, less
active, less inclined to wander, than other sheep, and unable to
climb the stone walls, with which this region abounds. They
were of different sexes. The proprietor, therefore, determined
on an attempt to produce a breed of the same kind. The attempt
was successful. The progeny had all the characteristics of the
parents, and, although they have since multiplied to many thou-
sands, have exhibited no material variation. Iam further inform-
ed, that the breed has been crossed with a breed of a sheep com-
mon in this country ; and in all instances to the date of my last
information, the lambs have entirely resembled cither the sire, or
the dam ; and have never exhibited the least disceruible mixture.
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These sheep are called the Otter breed, from a resemblance in
their structure to the animal of that name. Their flesh is said to
be good mutton ; and their wool not inferiour to that of common
sheep, either in quantity, length, or fineness. But their peculiar
value cousists in the quietness, with which they continue in any
enclosure. In a country, where stone walls are so general as in
many parts of New-England, it would seem, that sheep of this de-
scription must be almost invaluable.

We left Mendon the next morning; Oct. 14th; and rode to
Pomfret to dinner ; through Uxbridge, Douglas, and Thompson :
twenty-two miles. A turnpike road has been laid from Boston to
Hartford, in the course, which 1 have thus far described. We
found it finished in parts. It has since been completed, and is
sufficiently well made ; but throughout most of the distance it
winds disagreeably over hills and vallies, which make the travel-
ling laborious and uncomfortable.

Uxbridge is possessed of a rich soil, and a surface not unpleas-
ant. The agriculture is superiour to that of any township through
which we had passed. The inhabitants are accordingly wealthy
and prosperous ; as a traveller may easily discern by the appeas-
ance of their buildings and enclosures.

Doctor Levi Willard, an inhabitant of Uxbridge, has, for a se-
ries of years, been engaged to a considerable extent in the mel-
ancholy, but useful business, of restoring persons afflicted with
delirium. In this employment he has had considerable success.
One. or more hospitals, for the reception of such unhappy be-
ings, would be a valuable acquisition to New-England.

Uxbridge was originally a part of Mendon ; and was incorpo-
rated in 1727. In 1760, it contained 179 houses,'and 1,308 in-
habitants ; in 1800, 1,404 inhabitants: and in 1810, 1,404.

An iron mine of some value is wrought near its South-Western
border.

Douglas is an unusually rocky, unpleasant spot of ground ; on
which, however, a considerable number of people appear to gain
a comfortable living. Man must, indeed, earn his bread bere
with the sweat of his brow. The inhabitants must, I think, be
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eminently industrious; for neither their houses, nor their church,
wear the marks of penury.

In the South-Western part of this township is a large tract of
forest known by the name of the Douglas Woods. The trees,
which are of oak, chesnut, &c. are of moderate size, and prove
the soil to be indifferent. In the year 1805, when I passed through
this region again, I perceived, that the inhabitants had begun to
make serious depredations on this tract. European travellers
frequently express their dissatisfaction, at seeing so considerable a
part of this country, even where we think it populous, covered
with groves and forests. This, undoubtedly, is the result of their
habits ; in other words, the countries, in which they have lived,
are in a less degree covered with wood. My own taste, and wish-
es, are directly opposed to theirs; for in our ancient settlements
I never see a grove cut down, nor a forest converted into fields,
without regret. The tracts on the Eastern coast of Massachu-
setts are, to my eye, sensibly less pleasant, on account of their
naked appearance. Many groves, and those of considerable size,
might be planted between Boston and Newburyport, with not a
little advantage to the aspect of the country.

Douglas was incorporated in 1746 ; and contained, in 1790,
165 houses, and 1,079 inhabitants ; in 1800, 164 houses, and 1,083
inhabitants ; and, in 1810, 1,142.

The three last mentioned towns are in the County of Worces-
ter. All those, which I have mentioned after Hingham, and which
have been described on this journey, are in the County of Nor-
folk.

Douglas borders Southward, and Westward, on the State of
Connecticut; and is also partly bounded on the South, together
with the two preceding townships, by the State of Rhode-Island.

Thompson is the North-Eastern corner of Connecticut. The
Eastern part of this township has a light soil. The native growth
is composed of pines. The surface is alternated with plains and
hills, which are small, round knolls. These are replenished with
stones, from the size of pebbles to the diameter of a foot ; al of
them rounded, as if heretofore washcd for a long time by a mass
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_of superincumbent water. Wherever I have found a surface,
formed of such knolls, the stones, so far as I remember, have uni-
formly answered this description. I do not recollect, that T ever
met with an angular stone on such grounds, unless when it had
been recently broken.

As we advanced farther Westward, the hills, the soil, and the
forests, in this township, were speedily, and essentially, changed.
The soil became a rich loam ; the groves a collection of fine thrif-
ty oaks, &c. ; the hills were lofticr and more irregular; and a gen-
cral appearance of prosperity overspread the country. The
houses in the Eastern division are small, and of one story; but
generally neat: appearing as if the inhabitants had made the best
of their circumstances. With the change of the soil, the houses
were changed, proportionally in their size, and appearance.

There are three churches in Thompson : a Methodist, which is
small ; a Baptist, small also; and a Presbyterian, large, decent,
and surrounded by a well-built village. The rest of the township
is distributed into farms. In the year 1790, Thompson contained
2,267 inhabitants ; in 1800, 2,341 ; and, in 1810, 2,467.

Pomfret is a beautiful township, lying principally on the West

side of the Quinibaug, South of Woodstock, South-West of Thomp-
son, and West of Killingly.
" This river rises in Sturbridge, in the County of Worcester, ina
small lake, called Lead Ore Pond. Thence it passes through
Holland, the South-East corner of the County of Hampshire ; and
enters Union, in the State of Connecticut. Here, with an accu-
mulation of waters, it commences a North-Western course ; and,
entering Massachusetts again, passes through a part of Brimfield;
whence it recrosses Holland, and Sturbridge, coming within a little
more than a mile of its head waters. From Sturbridge it proceeds
to Woodstock in Connecticut ; thence to Thompson ; and, sepa-
rating Pomfret, Brooklyn, Canterbury, Lisbon, Norwich, Mont-
ville, and New-London, on the West, from Killingly, Plainfield,
Preston, and Groton, on the East, enters the Sound, at New-
London. Its whole length is from ninety to one hundred miles.
I have mentioned, that at Norwich it joins the Shetucket; and
that the united stream is called the Thames.
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This is a beautiful stream. Its waters are every where pure,
sweet, salubrious, and well stocked with fish ; and its bed is clean
sand, or gravel.

It is supposed to be capable of being rendered navigable for
boats, as far as Woodstock, with no other serious difficulty, ex-
cept what arises from its length. " A project for this purpose has
been formed; and will hereafter, perhaps, be carried into execution.

The Quinibaug, from Lisbon almost to its source, is generally
lined with handsome intervals. From these the country rises on
both sides, with ever-varying gradations, into hills of every form,
and of heights, changing from the small knoll to the lofty emi-
nence. No country of any considerable extent, which has fallen
under my cye, when unaided by mountains, large rivers, lakes, or
the ocean, can be compared with this for the beauty of its scenery.

The verdure, which here overspreads a great part of the whole
region, is of the finest tint; and produces the most cheerful sense
of fruitfulness, plenty, and prosperity. Trees, remarkable for
the straitness and thriftiness of their stems, the length and beauty
of their boughs and branches, and, wherever of sufficient age, for
their height also, whether standing single, in groves, or in exten-
sive forests, variegate the slopes and vallies ; and cover the sum-
mits of the hills. Handsomer groves, it is presumed, cannot be
found. Orchards also, every where mect the eye. Herds of
cattle, are seen grazing the rich pastures, or quietly ruminating
in the shade. Neat farm-houses, standing on the hills ; a succes-
sion of pretty villages, with their churches ornamented with stee-
ples, most of them white, and therefore cheerful and brilliant;
lend the last touches of art to a picture, so finely drawn by the
hand of nature.

From many eminences, bordering the valley of the Quinibaug,
extensive, and very inviting views may be taken of this country.
In a few instances the summits of the hills are rude, rocky, and of
a steep ascent; a circumstance, which adds a suitable variety to
the scenery, so generally soft and elegant. The river, it ought
to be added, winds its course between the intervals which form
its banks, fringed with willow shrubbery, and at times ornament-
ed with stately trees. :
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The farmers, throughout this tract, are more generally wealthy,
than those of any other part of Connecticut. Their farms are
chiefly devoted to grazing; and their dairies, it is believed, are
superiour to any others spreading over the same extent of coun-
try in the United States. The largest dairy, within my knowl-
edge is that of Major Daniel Putnam, son of the late Major Gen-
eral Putnam, so distinguished in American history for his military
character, and achievements. This gentleman lives in Brooklyn.
The cheese made in this region is not excelled by any on this
side of the Atlantic ; and not often by the best English cheese,
imported into this country. Mr. Matthewson, who received in
Philadelphia a gold medal, for producing in the market five hun-
dred weight of cheese, equal to the very best English cheese, ac-
cording to a proposal published by the Society for the encourage-
ment of arts and agriculture in that city, is an inhabitant of Brook-
lyn; and may be considered justly, as having malerially impro-
ved the art of cheese-making among his neighbours.

Of the townships in this region, Pomfret is to my eye, one of
the most beautiful. The hills, are universally arched obtusely
from North to South, with a narrower arch from East to West,
and in both cases remarkably cxact, and regularly elegant.

Enclosures of stone, which in many instances are very good,
especially those lately made, often describe, as they bend over
the hills, what appears to the eye, the perfect arch of a circle.

Pomfret contains a pretty village, lying partly on this road,
and partly on the Norwich road, which joins it at right-angles.
The inhabitants are principally a collection of sober, industrious

farmers. The township is divided into two parishes ; Pomfret
and Abington. In 1756, whef it included Thompson, the num-
ber of its inhabitants was 1,727 : blacks 50; in 1774, 2,306 :
blacks 65 ; in 1790, 1,768; in 1800, Pomfret contained 1,802 ;
and, in 1810, 1,905, .

We were detained at Pomfret by rain until Friday, October
16th, when we set out for Hartford, and passing through Ashford,
the skirts of Mansfield, Willington, and Coventry, and then
through Bolton, and East-Hartford, we arrived at Hartford in
the evening : forty-two miles.
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The country, after we left Pomfret, wore one general aspect,
until we descended the hills of Bolton into the Connecticut Val-
ley. The hills are the Lyme Range ; and are every where
high ; and together with the vallies, are rough and rocky : with
the exception, however, of some softer scenery along Williman-
tic river ; which crosses the road on the Eastern boundary of the
County of Tolland, and on the Western boundary of Mansfield.
The road passes through the centre of Ashford, and of Bolton.
In each of these townships there is a decent village. The soil
of the region betwecn Pomfret and Bolton is generally cold ; but
is tolerably good grazing ground. That of Bolton is better. Many
of the houses on this road are good farmers’ dwellings. The
prospects from the high grounds are extensive, but neither diver-
sified nor handsome. There is, however, a noble view from the
Western declivity of the Bolton hills, over the second great ex-
pansion of the Connecticut Valley, substantially the same with
that from the hills in Tolland, formerly described.

Ashford contained, in 1756, 1,245; in 1774, 2,243; in 1790,
2,583 ; in 1800, 2,445; and in 1810, 2,532 inhabitants. Mans-
field contained in 1756, 1,614; in 1774, 2,466; in 1790, 2,635 ;
in 1800, 2,560 ; and, in 1810, 2,570 inhabitants. Coventry con-
tained, in 1756, 1,635 ; in 1774, 2,056 ; in 1790, 2,130 ; in 1800,
2,130; and, in 1810, 1,938 inhabitants. Bolton contained, in
1756, 766 ; in 1774, 1,001 ; in 1790, 1,293 ; in 1800, 1,452 ; and.
in 1810, 700 inhabitants. Willington contained, in 1756, 650
in 1774, 1,001 ; in 1790, 1,212; in 1800, 1,278; and, in 1810,
1,161 inhabitants. '

Between the two last periods Vernon was taken from Bolton.

Ashford and Mansfield are in th® County of Windham ; Bolton.
Coventry, and Willington, in the County of Tolland.

Willington contains one parish; Coventry three ; Bolton two;
Mansfield two; and Ashford three, and two Baptist Congregations.

In Mansfield both wool and silk are manufactured in considera-
ble quantities. Silk is converted into sewing silk, and in this state
is carried to the market. It is inferiour to none which is import-
ed. The wool is made into flannel.
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'The passage from the Bolton hills into the Conunecticut Valley,
1s a curiosity. A gap, formed perhaps at the deluge, or at some
subsequent convulsion, exhibits a sudden and violent separation of
the Westernmost ridge. In the Lyme Range, on the North side,
a perpendicular precipice almost immediately overhangs the road.
At the foot lies a collection of rocks, tumbled from the summit
and sides; some of them large, and, by the confusion in which
they were thrown together, strongly suggesting to the imagination,
that they were shaken off by an earthquake. Several others ap-
peared as if they were prepared to take the same leap. One,
particularly, juts out so far, and is so nearly dislodged from the
summit, as to seem waiting only for a signal to plunge, at any mo-
ment, into the valley beneath.

Few travellers fail to take notice of this passage. The descent
is easy, and, in this spot, highly romantic. The common people,
with that direct, good scnse, for which they are so often distin-
guished, familiarly remark, that Providence made this gap, on
purpose to furnish a passage from the hills into the country be-
low. It is extensively true, that the objects found in this world
were made with a particular reference to the most important pur-
poses, which they are seen to accomplish. For the Creator in-
tended not only to accomplish such purposes, but to make them
visible to us as proofs of his wisdom and goodness. The end, here
suggested, is of more importance than we are able to estimate.
Had not a passage been furnished by this gap between the coun-
tries Eastward and Westward, every traveller, to the number of
several thousands annually, would have been obliged to climb a
steep and difficult acclivity. Horses would have gained the sum-
mit with extreme difficulty, and carriages could scarcely have
gained it all. The descent would have been little more conven-
ient; while it would have been obviously less safe. The differ-
ence between these two cases, during a course of centuries, be-
comes incalculably great ; and presents an object of sufficient im-
portance to be considered, without any irreverence, as not beneath
the regard of that Bcing, by whom innumerable inferiour wants of
mankind are amply supplied. 1 am, Sir, yours, &c.

Vou. 1li. - 19
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Brooklyn—Major-General Putnam—Canterbury.
Dear Sir,

Iv the year 1805 I made a journey to Boston, accompanied by
Mr. M , of Norfolk, in Virginia. On our return we came
through Providence to Plainfield, and thence through Canterbury
to Brooklyn ; whence, returning to Canterbury again, we passed
Windham, and a skirt of Coventry, to Bolton.

Brooklyn is a beautiful township on the Western side of the
Quinibaug. The soil is excellent ; the cultivation good ; the hous-
es generally well-built ; and the inhabitants in prosperous circum-
stances. The town is neat and pretty, and its situation hand-
some.

In Brooklyn lived the Hon. Israel Putnam, for some years be-
fore his death the oldest Major-General in the armies of the Uni-
ted States. As General Humphreys has given the public a par-
ticular and interesting account of the life of this gentleman, I
shall pass over it with a few summary observations.

General Putnam was born at Salem, Massachusetts,January 7th,
1718. With only the advantages of a domestic education, in a
plain farmer’s family, and the usual instruction of a common par-
ish school, he raised himself from the management of a farm to
the command of a regiment, in the last Canadian war; and in the
Revolutionary war, to the second command in the armies of the
United States. To these stations he rose solely by his own ef-
forts, directed steadily to the benefit of his country, and with the
cheerful, as well as united, suffrages of his countrymen.

Every employment, in which he engaged, he filled with repu.
tation. In the private circles of life, as a husband, father, friend,
and companion, he was alike respected and beloved. In his man-
ners, though somewhat more direct and blunt, than most persons,
who have received an early polished education, he was gentle-
manly, and very agreeable. In his disposition he was sincere,.




LETTER XV. 143

tender-hearted, generous, and noble. It is not known, that the
passion of fear ever found a place in his breast. Hijs word was
regarded as an ample security for any thing; for which it was
pledged; and his uprightness commanded absolute confidence.
His intellect was vigorous ; and his wit pungent, yet pleasant and
sportive. The principal part of his improvements was, however.
derived from his own observation, and his correspondence with
the affairs of men. During the gayest and most thoughtless peri-
od of his life he still regarded Religion with profound reverence,
and read the Scriptures with the deepest veneration. On the
public worship of God he was a regular and very respectful at-
tendant. In the decline of life he publicly professed the religion
of the Gospel, and in the opinion of the respectable Clergyman of
Brooklyn, the Rev. Dr. Whitney, from whose mouth I received
the information, died hopefully a Christian.

It is not so extensively known, as it ought to be, that General
Putnam commanded the American forces at the battle of Breed’s
Hill; and that, to his courage and conduct, the United States are
particularly indebted for the advantages of that day ; one of the
most brilliant in the annals of this country.*

* The following is a note to the Rev. Dr. Whitney’s Sermon on the death of Gen-
eral Putnam. .

¢ The friends of the late General Putnam feel themselves not a little obliged to his
worthy and respectable biographer, for giving to the public the distinguishing fea-
tures in the General’s character, and the memorable actions of his life ; yet wish
that a more perfect and just account had been given of the battle on Bunker’s Hill,
so far as General Putnam was concerned in it. In page 107 of his life, are the fol-
lowing words, ¢ The provincial Generals having received advice that the British
Commander in Chief designed to take possession of the heights on the peninsula of
Charleston, detached a thousand men in the night of the 16th of June, under the or-
ders of General Warren to entrench themselves upon one of those eminences,”’ and
in page 110th “In this battle the presence and example of General Putnam who ar-
rived with the reinforcement, were not less conspicuous than useful.”’

From the first of these passages the reader is led to conclude, that the detachment
was first put under the orders of General Warren : From the second that General
. Putnam came to General Warren’s aid with a reinforcement. The true state of the
case was this. The detachment at first was put under the command of General
Putnam. With it he took possession of the hill, and ordered the battle from the be.
ginning to the end. General Warren, (one of the most illustrious patriots) arrived
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General Putnam was interred in the cemetery at Brooklyn.
On his monument is engraved, with some trifling alterations, made
merely to consult the capacity of the stone, the following inscrip-
tion.

- “ This Monument

Is erected to the memory

of
The Honourable IsraeL Purnan, Esq.
Major-General in the Armies
. of
The United States of America ;

Who was born at Salem,

In the Province of Massachusetts,
On the 7th day of January, 1718;
And died at Brooklyn,

In the State of Connecticut,

On the 29th day of May, A. D. 1790.
Passenger,

If thou art a Soldier,

Go not away
Till thou hast dropped a tear
Opver the dust of a Hero,

Who,

Ever tenderly attentive
To the lives and happiness of his men,
Dared to lead
Where any one dared to follow.

alone on the hill, and as a volunteer joined the Americans just as the action com-
menced ; and within half an hour received a mortal wound, while he was waxing
valiant in battle, and soon expired. These facts, General Putnam himself gave me
soon after the battle, and also repeated them to me after his life was printed. Colo~
nel Humphries in page 109th, justly observes, ¢ Few instances can be produced in
the annals of mankind where soldiers who had never before faced an enemy, or heard
the whistling of a ball, behaved with such deliberate and persevering valour.”” The
General, who encouraged and animated them by his words and example to prodi-
gies of bravery, is highly to be honoured, and the praise not given to another how-
ever meritorious in other respects. Other evidence to confirm what I have said here,
1 am able to produce if any should call for it.”
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If thou art a Patriot,
Remember with gratitude
How much thou and thy Country,
Owe to the disinterested and gallant exertions
Of the Patriot,
Who sleeps beneath this marble.

If thou art an honest, generous, and worthy man,
Render a sincere and cheerful tribute of respect
To a Man,

Whose generosity was singular ;

Whose honesty was proverbial ;

And
Who,

With a slender education,

With small advantages,

And without Powerful Friends,

Raised himself to universal esteem,

And to Offices of eminent distinction,

By Personal worth,

And by the diligent services
Of a
Useful Life.*

* The following account of General Putnam’s character, given by Dr. Whitney
w the sermon above mentioned, cannot fail of giving pleasure to his friends, and to
multitudes of others by whom he was unknown.

“He was eminently a person of a public spirit, an unshaken friend to liberty,
and was proof against attempts to induce him to betray and desert his country. The
baits to do so were rejected with the utmost abhorrence. He was of a kind, benevo-
lent disposition, pitiful to the distressed, charitable to the needy, and ready to assist
all who wanted his help. In his family he was the tender, affectionate husband, the
provident father, an example of industry and close application to business. He was
a constant attendant upon the public worship of God from his youth up. He brought
his family with him when he came to worship the Lord. He was not ashamed of
family religion : his house was a house of prayer. For many years he was a pro-
fessor of religion. In the last years of his life be often expressed a great regard for
Godand the things of God. There is one at least to whom he freely disclosed the
workings of his mind. His conviction of sin, his grief for it, his dependence on God
through the Redeemer for pardon, and his hope of a future happy existence when-
ever his strength and heart should fail him. This one makes mention of these things
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There are two Congregations in Brooklyn ; a Presbyterian, and
an Episcopal. The latter is small. In 1790 this township con-
tained 1,328 inhabitants ; in 1800, 1,202; and in 1810, 1,200.

Canterbury lies immediately South of Brooklyn. The town is
pretty and well-built, around a very neat church, and a hand-
some academy. Its situation is a pleasant, rising ground, on
the Western side of the Quinibaug ; but rather rough; and the
streets are very irregular.

The people of this town were long without a clergyman. It is
hardly necessary to add, that they experienced the usual conse-
quences of this misfortune ; the want of harmony, and the de-

* clension of morals. Possessed of a beautiful country, and of a
soil scarcely inferiour to any in"New-England, with all the boun-
ties of Providence emptied into their lap, they were still desti-
tute of some of the best blessings, and suffered some of the most
serious evils.*

Canterbury is divided into two parishes. The number of in-
habitants, in 1756, was 1,280 ; in 1774, 2,444 ; blacks 52; in 1790,
1,881; in 1800, 1,812 ; and in 1810, 1,812. A part of this town-
ship is supposed to have been taken off since the year 1774.

The Western parish of Canterbury, is both less beautiful, and
less fertile, but more united, peaceful, and happy.

Scotland, the Eastern parish of Windham, lies immediately
West of Canterbury, and is compowzd of an interchange of hills
and vallies. The hills are of considerable height, and handsome.
Every thing, here, wears the aspect of fertility and thrift, of in-
dustry, sobriety and good order. A strong image of peaceful, ag-
ricultural life, is presented by this parish to the eye of a traveller.
It is wholly made up of scattered plantations.
for the satisfaction and comfort of his children and friends, and can add that being
with the General a little before he died, he asked him, whether his hope of future
happiness as formerly expressed now attended him. His answer was in the affirma-

tive; with a declaration of his resignation to the will of God, and his willingness
even theu to die.”

#The inhabitants of Canterbury have within a few years settled a respectable
clergyman, and there is some reason to hope that his ministry in this town will be
continued.
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The township of Windham is bounded Eastward on Canterbu-
ry, Northward on Hampton, Southward on Lisbon and Lebanon,
and Westward on Mansfield. The first parish is composed, on
the East, of hills and vallies, and on the West, is an extensive
plain, bordering Shetucket river. The former division is excel-
lent land ; the latter is light, dry, and apparently fitted for the
production of grain ; but it is said has hitherto resisted the effica-
cy of culture, and disappointed the hopes of the husbandman.

The town of Windham is built partly on the Western side, and
partly at the foot of a hill. The houses are more clustered than
those of most New-England villages in the interiour. Some of
them are decent buildings ; but there are many marks of decay in
different parts of this town, and many proofs of the want of that
thrift, so common in this country, and of the industry and pru-
dence by which it is generated.

The public buildings are a church, an academy, a court house,
and a goal : all of them decent. The spot in which the first of
these is posited, bears not a little resemblance to a pound ; and
appears as if those, who pitched upon it, intended to shut the
church out of the town, and the inhabitants out of the church.

Windham was settled in 1686 by some planters from Norwich;
and was incorporated in 1702. In 1756 it contained 2,446 in-
habitants : blacks 40; in 1774, 3,528: blacks 91; in 1790, 2,765 ;
in 1800, 2,634; and in 1810, 2,416. Since 1774 the township of
Hampton, formerly one of its parishes, has been taken from it.
In 1800, both these townships contained 4,013 inhabitants : blacks
99; and in 1810, 3,690.

We dined at Windham; and in the afternoon pursued our
coursc along the Shetucket, and after crossing the Natchaug, onc
of its branches; in the Western part of this township, ascended
for several miles another branch of the same stream, viz. the
Willimantic, mentioned above. Then ascending the hills in Cov-
entry, we specdily rejoined our former road, near the borders of
Bolton. The country along these rivers is most of it pleasant.
The valley is prettily bottomed with intervals. The hills, on the
Eastern side, are rough, barren and dismal; but those on the
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Western present an extensive slope, covered with fine farms and
lofty groves, and set with a considerable number of good farmers’
houses, apparently the seats of comfort and prosperity.

We lodged at Bolton; and the next morning proceeded to
Hartford.

The lands below the gap, mentioned above, slope insensibly
for several miles, until they reach the plain. They are formed
to a great extent of earth, deeply red, and rather dry. Until
lately they were esteemed of very little value; and the proprie-
tors were poor, and unenterprising. The adoption of a better
husbandry has, however, totally changed both this opinion, and
the circumstances of the owners. By the use of gypsum, and
other manures, they have been covered with rich harvests, and
‘tonverted into beautiful meadows and pastures. Few farmers in
the sta'tle‘appear to be advancing more evidently or more rapidly,
towards the attainment of wealth. The rest of the country on
this road I have described elsewhere ; and shall only add, that
my companions and myself, in both of these journies, arrived at
New-Haven the day following that, on which we reached Hart-
ford. 1 am, Sir, yours, &c.



JOURNEY TO WHITESTOWN.
—
LETTER I
Journey to New-Lebanon—Shakers.

Dear Sir,

On Tuesday, September 19, 1799, I set out in company with
Mr. W.S. H , of Charleston, S. C. on a journey to the
- Western parts of the State of New-York ; and rode the same day
to Litchfield. The next day we proceeded, in company with the
Rev. Mr. Backus, of Bethlem, to Sheffield. Thursday we
reached Stockbridge. Here we continued until Friday morning ;
when Mr. Day, now Professor of Mathematics and Natural Phi-
losophy in Yale College, and Mr. C , of South-Carolina,
joined us from Barrington, where they had been detained by the
rain of the preceding day. After breakfast the whole'company
rode to New-Lebanon to dinner. As we crossed the Taghkan-
nuc Range, we were presented with a delightful prospect of the
beautiful valley which wears that name. From this height the
traveller casts his eye over a scoop, five or six miles in extent,
having the fine figure of an obtuse arch inverted, filled with an
uninterrupted succession of farms, highly cultivated, and covered
with the most luxuriant vegetation. On these farms many good
houses are erected, and every thing wears the appearance of
cheerfulness and prosperity. In our way to the spring, to be
mentioned hereafter, we passed a village of the Shakers, or Sha-
king Quakers. It consists of a small number of houses, mode-
rately well-built, and kept, both within and without doors, in a
manner very creditable to the occupants. Every thing about
them was clean and tidy.  Their church, a plain, but neat build-
ing, had a court-yard belonging to it, which was a remarkably
*smooth-shaven green.” . Two paths led to it from a neighbour-
ing house , both paved with marble slabs. By these, I was in-
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formed, the men enter one end of the church, and the women the
other. Even their stables, the fences which surround their fields,
and the road which passes through their village, are all uncom-
monly neat.

The history of these people has, in a summary manner, been
published by themselves, in an octavo volume, entitled “ The
Testimony of Christ’s Second Appearing;” the preface to which
is subscribed by David Darrow, John Meacham, and Benjamin S.
Youngs. It is supposed to have been written by a man, whose
name is Wells; who is said to have been educated, to some ex-
tent, I know not how great, in learning and science. In the In-
troduction of this work we are informed, that “a few of the
French prophets came over to England, about the year 1706. A
few of the people” who became, it would seem, ultimately their
followers, at Bolton, and Manchester, in England, united them-
selves “in a Society, under the special ministry of James and
Jane Wardley.”” These persons were both tailors by occupa-
tion, and of the sect of Quakers ; ‘“but, receiving the spirit of the
French prophets, their testimony, according to what they saw by

_vision and revelation from God, was, that the second appearing of

Christ was at band; and that the Church wag rising in her full
and transcendant glory, which would effect the final downfal of
Aantichrist.” The meetings of these people were held alternate-
ly in Bolton and Manchester, and sometimes in Mayortown. The
manner of public devotion, practised by them at these places, was
the following: “ Sometimes, after assembling together, and sit-
ting a while in silent meditation, they were taken with a mighty
trembling, under which they would express the indignation of
God againstall sin. At other times they were affected, under the
power of God, with a mighty shaking; and were occasionally
exercised in singing, shouting, or walking the floor, under the in-
fluence of spiritual signs, shoving each other about, or swiftly
passing and repassing each other, like clouds agitated by a mighty
wind. From these strange exercises the people received the.
name of Shakers.
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“The work which God promised to accomplish in the latter
day,” they say, “ was eminently marked out by the Prophets to be
2 work of shaking ; and hence the name was very properly appli-
ed to the people, who were both the subjects and instruments of
the work of God, in the latter day.” In confirmation of this
opinion they quote a number of texts, which have no application
to the subject, except that they contain the word shake. If the
first verse in the first book of Chronicles, had contained that word,
it might have been alleged with exactly the same propriety.
Among them is the passage, Haggai ii. 7. “I will shake all na-
tions, and the Desire of all nations shall come;”’ a prediction,
which they suppose, began to be fulfilled at this period. * The
effects of Christ’s first appearing,” they observe, “ were far from
fulfilling the promises, contained in the passages alluded to, in their
full extent. Neither was the appearing of Christ, in the form of
a man, so properly “the Desire of all nations:” but his second’
appearing,” they say, “ was to be manifested in that particular
object, woman, which is eminently the desire of all nations.”

About the year 1770, we are informed, that ¢ the present tes-
timony of salvation and eternal life was fully opened, according
to the special gift and revelation of God, through Anne Lee;
that extraordinary woman, who, at that time, was received by
their society, as their spiritual Mother.” This woman was born
at Manchester, in England. Her father, John Lee, was a black-
smith, Her husband, Abraham Stanley, was also a blacksmith.
She was a cutter of hatter’s fur.

About the year 1758 she joined herself to the society of Sha-
kers; ‘ and there, by her perfect obedience to all that she was
taught, attained to the full knowledge and experience of those,
who stood in the foremost light.”” Still, it seems, *finding in
herself the seeds or remains of human depravity, and a lack of
the divine nature, she was frequently in such extreme agony of
soul, that, clinching her hands together, the blood would flow
through the pores of her skin.” At length, however, she re-
ceived, by special and immediate revelation from God, the tes-
timony of God against the whole corruption of man in all.
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From “ the light and power of God which attended her Min-
istry, she was received and acknowledged, as the first Mother or
spiritual parent, in the line of the female ; and the second heir in
the Covenant of life, according to the present display of the Gos-
pel.”? This has been her only title, among her followers to the
present day.

To such as addressed her by the customary titles, used by the
world, she would reply, “1am Anne, the Word.” One would
scarcely have imagined, that this blasphemous arrogation could
have met with countenance from any inhabitant, however degra- -
ded, either of Great Britain or the United States. After having
been imprisoned in England, and confined in a mad-house, she
set sail for America, in the spring of 1774, with a number of her
followers ; particularly Abraham Stanley her husband, William
Lee her brother, James Wintaker, and John Hocknell ; and arri-
ved at New-York the following August. During the voyage the
ship sprang a leak. When the seamen were nearly wearied out,
Mother and her companions put their hands to the pumps, and-
thus prevented the ship from sinking. From this circumstance
plain intimations are given, that their working at the pumps was
something supernatural. Mother remained in New-York, as we
are informed, almost two years. She then went to Albany, and
thence, in the following September, to Nisqueuna. In 1781 she
began a progress through various parts of the country, particular-
ly of New-England, which lasted, we are told, about two years -
and four months. The following year, * having finished the work
which was given her to do, she was taken out of their sight,” i. e.
the sight of the believers, “ in the ordinary way of all living, at
Water Vliet, on the eighth day of the ninth month.” In honest
English, she died.

Since the death of mother, the affairs of the Society have been
under the management of several successive persons, on whom
the leading gift, in the visible administration, has descended.

This woman has laboured under very serious imputations. In
a book, published by a Mr. Rathbone, he mentions, that he had
found her, and one of these elders, in very suspicious circumstan-
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ces. She professed that she was inspired ; that she carried on a
continual intercourse with the invisible world, and talked famil-
iarly with Angels. She predicted, in the boldest terms, that the
world would be destroyed at a given time: if I remember right,
the year 1783. During the interval between the prophecy and
its expected fulfilment, she directed them to cease from their com-
mob occupations. The direction was implicitly obeyed. As the
earth, however, presented no appearances of dissolution, and the
skies, no signs of a conflagration, it was discovered, that the proph-
ecy had been miscalculated; and her followers were ordered
again to their employments. From that period they have been
eminently industrious.

She also professed, that she was able to work miracles ; and
that she was endued with the power of speaking with tongues, in
the manner recorded of the Apostles. Pretensions to miraculous
powers, at this period, excite, not only in persons of intelligence,
but in most men of sober thought, indignation or contempt. In
ignorant persons, especially those, who have warm feelings and
lively imaginations, they awaken wonder, alarm, and ultimately
confidence. With the aid of a cunning, which levels its efforts
directly at their degree of understanding; a ready, voluble elo-
quence ; and a solemn air of mystery; such pretenders have usu-
ally made considerable impressions on persons of this character.
Among those, who assembled to hear ber teach, she persuaded a
small number to admit her pretensions, the sanctity of her char-
acter, and the reality of her mission from God. To these peo-
ple she appears to have taught a doubtful reverence for the bible,
blended with a superiour veneration for her own dictates. Wher-
ever it sanctioned, or was supposed to sanction, her own instruc-
tions, she seems to have appealed to it with readiness, as to con-
clusive authority. Such is evidently the conduct of her follow-

-ers, but wherever it directly opposes their system, and conveys a
meaning, which rejects every equivocal comment, they pass it by
in silence. To enthusiasts of all countries, and nations, mystery
has been the universal, as well as absolutely necessary, resort in
every difficulty ; and the trick, though almost endlessly exposed,
is still played off with the same success.
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Of the doctrincs, received by her followers, beside those, which
are either expressed, or implied, in the preceding paragraph, the
following appear to be among the principal: That Christ has ap-
peared a second time in Anne Lee: That those who follow her,
and they alone, understand the nature and law of God. They
say, that “ the throne of God was never filled by one alone, that
wisdom was the help meet of the Father, and held the place of
the Mother ; and, that by these Two the Creation was made ;”
that the corruption of man is the attachment between the sexes’;
and that Christ was conceived by the Holy Ghost, not by the pow-
er of the Holy Ghost; and proved his heavenly descent hy a spir-
it of celibacy. The truth, they say, was kept undefiled for four
hundred years by the true church, till Antichrist began his reign:
which, they inform us, has lasted upwards of thirteen hundred
years. During this period, they say, the mystcrious three-fold
God trod the trath under foot; but even duning this period a few
righteous, persecuted persons adored the everlasting Two.
Christ, they say, first appeared in the Son ; but, before this, the
Anointing Power, which constituted Christ, dwelt in the eternal
Word, which was communicated to the Patriarchs and Prophets
by the ministry of Angels. In the same manner was the Holy
Ghost given unto the Apostles, and true witnesses, as a spirit of
promise, until the substance should be revealed, and made known
by the actual existence of the Daughter in Christ’s second ap-
pearing. They further say, that as in the fulness of time the
Spirit of God descended, and abode in the Son, in whom dwelt
the fulness of the Deity pertaining to man’s Redemption, so also
in the fulness of time the Holy Ghost descehded, and took up her
abode in the Daughter; in and by whom, united in a correspon-
dent relation to the Son, the perfection of order in the Deity was
made known, and the mystery of God finished, pertaining to the
foundation of man’s Redemption. This Daughter they call the -
Anointed One ; the Second Heir; a Virgin Soul; a Mother pure
-and undefiled : and they say, that the Holy Ghost did bear the
same pure virgin, who was the wife of a blacksmith, and the
mother of four children ; who grew up in the same fallen nature
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with the rest of mankind ; and who, after having perfectly obey-
ed for a length of time all that she was taught, yet found in her-
self the seed, or remains, of human depravity to such a degree,
that for about the term of nine years she frequently clinched her
hands together, and the blood flpwed through the pores of her
skin.

The book, in which these extraordinary things are contained,
ioforms us further, that the name, Holy Ghost, expresses the sub-
stance, not the order, of the Mother : That by whatever name the
Holy Ghost was called, under the dispensations which preceded
her revelation, she is unchangeably one with the Father : and, that
the Father is revealed by the Son, and the Mother by the Daugh-
ter.

The book is divided into eight parts: four parts of which, to- -
gether with many passages in other parts, are employed in rail*
ing at various classes of christians, particularly those who have
heen generally denominated orthodoz, both in ancient and mod-
ern times. For those, who have been denominated Aeretics, they
appear to entertain much charity, particularly for the Maniche-
ans. The style of the work is grave, remarkably abstract, and
mysterious ; and the doctrines, taken together, a singular combi-
nation of mysticism. The spirit, with which it is written, is vain,
arrogant, and self-righteous, without a parallel. The opinions,
it is hardly necessary to observe, are not merely weak aud silly,
but monstrous beyond any modern example; and appcar to trans-
port the reader to Manichean ground. Yet the writer discovers,
in several respects, a considerable degree of shrewdness ; and
often evades a difficulty in an ingenious manner. The scheme
appears plainly to have been made up by minds of a very dif-
ferent texture from that of the writer. Materials were fur-
nished by others, and he has put them together in the best man-
ner, he was able. The Scriptures he has distorted in every form,
and often with the grosscst violence, to give a seeming consister
cy to the system ; and he has ransacked ecclesiastical history,
particularly the Ecclesiastical researches of Robinson, for examples
of gross conduct in individuals, with which he loads the character
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of orthodox christians without discrimination. Were he as able
to exert power, as to deal in obloguy, there is little reason to
doubt, that he would renew the persecution, of which he so bit-
terly complains. From the peculiar opinion, which these people
hold concerning human depravigy, they forbid, as you would nat-
urally conjecture, the cohabitation of husbands and wives. Their
Church i, of course, to be supplied with all its future members
either by the voluntary accession of adults, or by children adopt-
ed from the families of others, or from what they emphatically
call the world. Their property is in common stock, and togeth-
er with their religious concerns, under the superintendcnce of
their leaders. .

When Mother commenced her exhortations at Nisqueuna, the
extraordinary nature of her pretensions, the novelty of her doc-
trines, and the zeal, and confidence, with which she urged them,
soon became objects of attention. A number of people were al-
lured to this spot by curiosity : others were impelled by enthusi-
asm, and religious expectation, if I may be allowed the phrase:
an indefinite apprehension that something new in Religion; some-
thing peculiarly important ; something, on which the spirit of
wonder could fasten; something, which would better satisfy their
own wishes, than any thing which they bad found elsewhere ;
might be derived from the instructions of Anne Lee. Out of
this class she soon gained a number of adherents from various
parts of the country. Some of these sold their farms, and trans-
ported themselves and their families to Nisqueuna; where they
were joined by others, who had no farms to sell. Such of her
disciples, as were less zealous, or found a removal too inconven-
ient, visited Nisqueuna at stated seasons. On these occasions
they shewed, that they were no enemies to good eating and drink-
ing: for they were observed, every where, to load their sleighs
and waggons with dainties. Expensive as this was to those who
had property, it certainly was convenient to those who had noae.

During the season of leisure, which was furnished by the ap-

- proaching destruction of the world, Mother made a journey
through vérious parts of the country, which, it would seem, lasted
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about two years and four months. In this excursion she is said
to have collected from her followers all their plate, ear-rings, and
other ornaments, which were formed of silver, gold, or gems.

Among their other early peculiarities this was one, that they
were always under the immediate and inspiring guidance of the
Spirit of God. The direction of this divine Agent was made
known to them by an involuntary extension of the right arm
pointing always towards some object, or business, which, though
absolutely unknown to themsclves, demanded, with a call from
heaven, their immediate attention. A man of my acquaintance,
whose mind had always been wandering, who had gone from sect
to sect, to find one sufficiently religious, and from doctrine to doc-
trine, to find a scheme, sufficiently rigid for his own taste, ulti-
mately attached himself to this fraternity. A gentleman, at whose
house he was with some other company, asked him to drink sorhe
punch. He declined the proposal; and said, that the Spirit did
not move him to drink punch, but to something else. In an in-
stant his right arm was stretched out; and he arose, and follow-
ed the direction. It led him out of the door, in a straight line,
to a hog-trough, by the side of which he dropped upon his knees,
and made a hearty draught of the swill, with a number of pigs,
who were regaling themselves on the same beverage.

Within a few years after the establishment was formed at Nis-
queuna, another was begun in New-Lebanon; a third, as I have
been told, at Jericho, in the County of Berkshire; and a fourth at
Enfield, in Connecticut. There are, I believe, some other estab-
lishments of these people in this part of the American union ;
and some others upon the Ohio. Each of these is under the ad-
ministration of one or more individuals, who possess what they
call the leading gift. The head of the society in New-Lebanon
we were informed is a Mr. Meacham, from Enfield ; formerly a
Baptist. The deportment of this man is said to be, like that of
Mohammed, solemn, distant, and mysterious; and perfectly fit-
ted, therefore, to make reverential impressions on the minds of his
adherents. Of Theology, and of every thing else which is called
knowledge, he must be very ignorant, from a very defective edu-
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cation. But he certainly must be allowed to manage his frater-
nity; and their economical affairs, with skill and success. Un-
der his direction, I was informed, the Society have acquired con-
siderable and valuable possessions; cousisting of good houses,
and lands of the best quality, well enclosed, and'well cultivated.
The members of the fraternity, are principally farmers, garden-
ers, and mechanics; and the business of all is done in the neat-
est, and most effectual, manner within their knowledge. When-
ever they hear of an improvement in any business, pursued
within their pale, they regularly possess themselves of it, if with-
in their reach. Of course, whatever they do is well done ; and
whatever they offer in the market is in good reputation, and sold
at a good price.

Among themselves they are said_to be very harmonious and
friendly ; and in their treatment of others to be fair, sincere, aud
obliging. In seasons, when the yellow fever has prevailed in
New-York, they have distinguished themselves by very honoura-
ble and liberal donations to the poor of that city.

Incredible as it may seem, one is tempted, from the apparent

" sincerity of these people in other cases, to believe them sincere
in the adoption of those mental vagaries, by which they are dis-
tinguished as a religious society. They profess, and appear to
believe, that they are regularly inspired in their worship ; that
they are enabled to speak, and to sing, in unknown languages ;
that they derive their sentiments, their knowledge, their devotion,
their unnatural actions, and even their tunes, from the same di- -
vine source.

I was once detained* by a snow storm at an inn, in Chequapee,
a small village mentioned heretofore in the account of Springfield.
A considerable number of these people were also compelled to
stop at the same house. As my companions and myself had
shewn them some civility, they, in their turn, were civil also ;
and became frank and communicative, beyond their common
custom. Onet of their considerable men was present; at least
one who thought himself of this character ; and he passed with
his companions, as well as with himself, for a theologian of ne

® January 1783. t John Meacham. ’
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common attainments. In the course of a long conversation, how-
ever, | found him acquainted with the Bible, just as parrots are
acquainted with words. What be knew, he knew only by rote,
and without meaning ; and was destitute of any coherent views
concerning religious subjects, and of any arzuments to support his
opinions. At the same time, he was replenished with spiritual
pride and self-sufliciency ; and when hardly pushed, betook him-
sclf, like all other enthusiasts, to disingenuous methods, in order
to avoid acknowledging that he was vanquished.

In their worship these people sung in what they called an un-
known language. 1t was a succession of unmeaning sounds, fre-
quently repeated, half articulated, and plainly gotten by heart;
for they all uttered the same sounds in succession. The tune,
with which they were at this time inspired, was Nancy Dazwson.

As 1 found by various trials, that arguments were lost upon their
leader, I determined to make an experiment of the efficacy of
contempt ; and was not disappointed. In spite of his professions,
he felt the pungency of this weapon equally with other men.
From the moment that | appeared®to despise him, he laboured
solicitously to obtain my favourable opinion; and did not desist
from his efforts until we finally parted.

Here also 1 learned, that these people attached a religious char-
acter to modes of dress ; and esteemed it criminal to have clothes
made according to any existing fashion.

Ta their worship they practised many contortions of the body,
and distortions of the countenance. 'The gesticulations of the
women were violent, and had been practised so often, and in
such a degree, as to have fixed their features in an unnatural po-
sition ; made them goggle-eyed ; suffused their eyes whith blood ;
covered their faces with a sickly paleness ; and made them ap-
pear like persons just escaped, or rather just escaping, from a vi-
olent disease. The motions of the men were very modcrate, and
seemed rather to be condescendingly than earnestly made.

These people confidently informed me, as a proof that their
fraternity possessed miraculous powers, that they had restored
the broken limb of a youth at that time living in Enfield. 1 was
soon after at Enfield, and was informed by some of the respecta-

-
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ble inhabitants, that the friends of this youth, who were Shakers,
had been induced, by the importunities of their brethren, to trust
his cure to their prayers, instead of committing him, as they in-
tended to the care of a surgeon. The use of the limb was lost,
and the patient’s health ruined.

The power of working miracles, they still claim ; and in the
book, which I have so often mentioned, a number of instances
are produced in which the effects of these powers are said to
have been realized by several members of the fraternity. The
writer expressly says, that “ the gifts of healing, working of mir-
acles, prophesying, discerning of spirits, divers kinds of tongues,
the interpreting of tongues, &c. have been abundantly ministered
through Mother, and the first witnesses ; and from them to oth-
ers ; and frequently used on various occasions.” Ten instances,
in which persons have professedly been healed of various wounds
and diseases, are recorded. Five of these are testified to by the
patients themselves ; four are testified by one other witness, to
each, beside the patient; two by two witnesses, together with
the patient ; and one, by two avitnesses, without the testimony of
the patient, who was a child of two years old.

The first of these cases existed in 1780 ; three of them in 1781 ;
three in 1783; one in 1785; and two in 1789. Of the re-
maining two cases, one was a child two years old ; and the oth-
er a boy nine or ten years of age.

The testimony, such as it was, was all taken on the 21st, 22nd,
23d, and 25th of April, 1808.

The witnesses are all Shakers. The testimony is taken by
two men, reputed to be leaders of the Brotherhood ; one of them
supposed to be the writer of this book ; and was plainly taken for
the mere purpose of giving currency to the book, and to the sys-
tem. Upon the whole, it deserves just about as much credit, as
those stories, which begin with “ Once there was a man.”? 1have
mentioned, that the company, at whose worship I was present,
declared that they could speak with tongues ; and that both the
words and the tune, which they sung, were inspired. 1t is unne-
cessary to add any thing concerning the tune. 1 bserved to
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them, that the sounds, which they made, and which they called
language, could not be words, because they were not articulated.
One of the women replied, “ How dost thee know, but that we
speak the Hotmatot language ? 'The language of the Hotmatots is
said to be made up of such sort of words.” I challenged them to
speak either Greek, Latin, or French ; and told them, that, if they
would do this, I would acknowledge that they had the power of
speaking with tongues : but they were silent. They professed,
not only that Mother was perfect, but that a considerable num-
ber, at least, of the fraternity were perfect also. I accosted the
only man among them, who appeared to have any sincerity, in
this manner. * Look me directly in the face, and remember that
you are in the immediate presence of the All-seeing God, who is
your Judge and mine ; and tell me, if you dare, that you are per-
fect, or that you ever saw any person, whom you believed to be
perfect.”” The man trembled like an aspen leaf; and after de-
claring, that he did not consider himself as a perfect man ; refu-
sed to say, and most evidently was afraid to say, that he ever
had seen any person, even Mother herself, whom he believed to
be perfect.

Probably there never was a sillier enthusiasm than this ; yet,
by a singular combination of circumstances, it has become to so-
ciety the most harmless, and in some respects the most useful
perbaps, of all the mental extravagances, of this nature, record-
ed in history. -‘The doctrines are so gross, that they can never
spread far ; while the industry, manual skill, fair dealing and or-
derly behaviour of the Brotherhood, render them uscful mem-
bers of society.

I ought to add that Mother was boldly pronounced by them
to be immortal. But after she was taken out of their sight in the
ordinary way of all living, this magnificent story, of which she
Was undoubtedly the author, was told no more. Had Christ ut-
tered such a declaration concerning himself; and it had termi-
nated in the same manner ; it would have ruined all his preten-
sions in a moment. But this event has never disturbed the faith
of the Shakers at all. Of her they plainly think as favourably, as
if she had been actually immortal. I am, Sir, yours, &c.
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Account of the Shakers continued.

Dear Sir,

In several subsequent journeys through New-Lebanon I found
the reputation of the Shakers, for fairness of character, sensibly
lowered in the estimation of those discreet people in the neigh-
bourhood, with whom 1 had opportunity to converse. From the
sequestered state of the Society, and the little and cautious inter-
course, which they carry on with the rest of mankind, you will
easily determine, that it must be difficult to obtain an accurate
knowledge of what passes within their walls. Several individu®
als, however, who were once members of the brotherhood, and
finally left them, have published accounts of some things, which
took place behind the curtain, drawn between them and the rest
of mankind. From these accounts their character has begun to
be better understood ; and an opportunity is furnished for the
acquisition of a better knowledge of some parts of their history.
One of these accounts is before me ; entitled  An account of the
people called Shakers, their faith, doctrines, and practice; exem-
plified in the life, conversations, and experience, of the Author,
during the time, while he belonged to the society; to which is ad-
ded a history of their rise, and progress, to the present day: by
Thomas Brown, of Cornwall, Orange County, State of New-
York.” The book is a duodecimo volume of three hundred and
seventy-two pages, closely printed. It is written with a very
commend:ible spirit of moderation, with strong appearances of in-
tegrity, and with a respectable share of good sense and informa-
tion. The writer was originally a Quaker ; and, though plainly
enthusiastic to a considerable degree, was not sufficiently so to
yield his faith, ultimately, without conviction, or against the dic-
tates of his own judgment. For this reason, only, he was dis-
missed. They were very desirous to retain him; but he had too
much sense, integrity, and independence, to become a victim to
the doctrines of implicit faith, and passive obedience.
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After he had written his book, he offered the manuscript to the

Shakers for their examination ; promising to correct every error,
which they would point out. They replied, that they had no de-
sire to examine his writings; thatit was sufficient, that they knew
him ; and that they were far from considering him as competent to
the task, which he had undertaken. They added, that they ex-
plicitly declared their disapprobation of his undertaking ; togeth-
er with several other observations, partly argumentative, and
partly contemptuous ; which they evidently hoped would discour-
age him from publishing his work. _To this letter he replied with
moderation, but with vigour, and good sense; and with the same
good sense proceeded to execute his design.
* In the year 1798, he first became acquainted with the Shakers ;
and continued with them about seven years. During this period,
he appears to have examined every thing, which he heard, or saw,
relative to the Shakers, their doctrines, their practice, their ori-
gin, and their progress, with great care and candour ; and the re-
sult of his investigations he has given to the world in this book.

To enable you to form a more just and comprehensive view of
this extraordinary society, I will give you an account of some of
their opinions, and practices, as they are exhibited by Mr. Brown.

Two of their prime doctrines are, that all the members of the
church must be implicitly obedient to the direction of the elders, and
the subordinate elders to the Principal ; and

That repeated confessions of sin to the elders, confessions, in
whick every sin that was remembered, must be specified, are from
time to time to be made by every believer, whenever the superiour el-
ders require them. A strict conformity to these doctrines they
consider as indispensable to salvation.

The Chief is possessed of an authority, which seems absolutely
despotic.

The elders, particularly the Chief, assert, that they receive,
and by the brethren are believed to receive, continually, immedi-
ate revelations from Gob, for the direction of both themselves
and the Church.
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They pronounce themselves,and the believers pronounce them,
infallible.

The elders expect, that the time will arrive, when creatures
will not dare to contradict the gift of Gop: i. e. when men will
not dare to contradict them, their opinions, or their orders.

The elders require implicit faith, and passive obedicnce, of the
brethren, on penalty of perdition; and deny absolutely the right
of private judgment.

They hold, that it is lawful to do that, which is immoral, or
which in their own views would otherwise be immoral, for the
sake of promoting their cause ; and that what is done for this pur-
pose ceases to be immoral. Thus they estcem it lawful to lic, to
defraud, and to quote Scripture falsely, for the good of the church}
~ and for the same end to get drunk, to quarrel, and to use profane
language. Whether this is considered as being equally lawful for
both the elders and the brethren, seems in some degree uncertain.
The instances, in which it was directly taught, were those, in
which the doctrine was advanced for the purpose of justifying
crimes, which had been already committed by the elders. They
also teach, that ignorance is the mother of devotion.

Such as leave them, they style heretics, backsliders, liars, de-
ceivers, impostors, and reprobates ; declaring, that they are sunk
below all Gop’s creation, and will be eternally damned. This
is the more extraordinary, as, when speaking of the human race
at large, they assert, that no one will be eternally lost.

They declare that they have visions of the invisible world ; that
spirits converse with them ; that they hear angels, and departed
spirits sing; and that angels and departed spirits confess their sins
to the chief elders.

I have before taken notice, that they claim to work miracles ;
to prophesy ; to speak unknown languages ; &c.

It is impossible not to remark the striking coincidence between
these dogmas, and those of Popery.

They hold all books to be useless, except that, which they have
published themselves, and which has been mentioned above.
This they consider as written by inspiration, and regard as superi-
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our to the writings of the prophets and apostles. All writers,
who wrote before the date of their Church, they pronounce to
have been ignorant of the truth, and under what they call a back
dispensation : on this account they declare the Scripture to be no
better than an old Almanack.
But, with all their contempt for learning, they have declared a
learned convert to be worth a thousand unlearned ones ; because,
forsooth, he can do morc towards building up the Church.
There is a striking conformity in their conduct to these princi-
ples. The following instances will show this sufficiently.
In every family there is a person, calied Elder Brother; who
presides over it, and communicates to the Elders the faith, and
behaviour, of those, with whom he is conversant. In this manner
“the Elders obtain a minute acquaintance with the character. .and

knowledge, of the believers. This knowledge they declare to have
- been communicated by revelation. Thus they carry on a contin-
ual course of gross frauds, for the accomplishment of their prima-
ry purpose : the subjugation of these miserable men and women
to their denomination.

In conformity to the grand doctrine of IHluminism; that the End