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From Utloa Morning Herald, Feb. 41, 1851,

SAMSON OCCOM.

THE FOUNDING OF BROTHERTOWN
BY CHRISTIAN INDIANS,

An lnterosiing Papsr HRoad Boefore

the ODusida Couuly Historical So-
cloly Last Evoulng by Rev. Dr
W, Delaoss Love of Hartford, Conn
—Migsiaess Mesting of the Society
=snnding Com mitiees

A businesa meeting of the Oneida his-
torical soclely was held yesterduy after-
noon, Willinn, M. White presiding,
Fonrtn of Joly oratlons from 1790 to
1828, vollected by the late James Heoese,
Were prefeiited lo the soclety. Dr E. B,
Ciark anid E. W. Chapin wera electod
members.

Hon, Eltivtt ¥, Danforth will deliver
an wldreas lu Mareh on the [odignz of
New York state, nod in April, Beajamin
F. Lowis will d=liver a lecture on the
Madwe mystery, an incideot of Welsh his-
cory i Utiea.

The fallowing cominittess [or the year
WErE An i need

Financo—Cnnrie: W, Mowh insem, 1, V., Bogors,
Wb M, Whate, Hobert » Willinme,

Labiesy aod Kxchangs—Lev, Dapoue! Balloo
Rav, CGharles 'L, Olmaed, P, G, e, angelis

L oniied oms moodd sl st asiia=— g@prse D0 Dimon
Charias W, snyre, W. Marmepant W hibe,

Adils gasrs=—=igov, Lana W. Bigelow, N, Curlis
White, Dir, W, H, Watsun

Prapecty and  Fiox aros— Willism M.
Charles »w _ Darling, James Constalia, jr,

Fubdicaitors  af Hu,:lfl:}-—.'l.lehul.'lJer Beywnrnl,
Raoes G, Wolimms, W. O Heawiley.

s@tarml Hotory aml doegan sod—DE Thasdope
Diencks, Egbprl Bneer, Toku O, sohr-ber

Bbati glens=—3, &, Kovoan, s Ablder Blomer, E.
Freptisa By,

Foobmy nod Neoralogy—Dr. M. M. Bagg, Hev,
Danvel Boloo Dav 6 K T

Membershpe-tientral Clewd @ W, Darlloeg, Don-
ald Melnlyre, Hav  Daniel Baillem

Mupuments—A oxandor Suward, Hon, Charlos
W, Huteh nson, Wolnm M. Wi, s B Camp=
beocd, George, M, Wonver

Bpepanl  Comouib e wn l‘:nﬂi
tions— Henry Heriburk Do M,

F. Baker.

O Permansnt Bobding—=Tlon. Charles W
Hoiehingm, Alxamder Sewnel. Williwm 5L
White, Goeorga 12 Ihiman, dzendéral Chacles (W,
Darling. Do M. M, Hagz

White,

Uties Publica-
tagg, Thomns

Herkimer Monumeai—H. J. Cogreshall, Jobn
W, Vewman, ‘Dins sheand, BEdwand Wemple
Elaok Dalorih,

EAMEON QOCOM.

In librarr hall last eveuning Rev. W.
Deliosa Love, of Hartford, Conng
read & paper before the Ouelda historical
goclety on “Samson Oecom, the Christinn
Iudisuz of Conpreticnt and their emigra-
tlon to Brothertown, N, ¥." An abstract
i given: *Upon some unkoown day in
the early part of the 18th century ao Io-
dian of the Moberan tribe set np his wig-
waimm on the westsrn bunk of the river
Thames, aud unwittingly locsted thespot
where this ones famous trive wonld make
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thelr last graves in Connestiont, Az the
wisdom of his cholee nppeared-and others
pgathered to the place, it received the
nanie Which It has eVer horng 2l should:
bear to the end of time—Maohegan, - The
master of this pionesr Wigwam was
known in his native tongie as Aukim,
sabrequently Oceom, ( Aneum, Mavcum,
Maweum, ) a fact whieh wonld have been
of no great interest had there not bean
born te him in the year 1728 n pon, who
was pamed Bamson. The mother's name
wag Sarah, who is gald {o *The life of the
Countess of Huntlngdon,' to have been
a degcendant of Uncas, which may
have heen troe, tho she wis a
Groton Indlan, and probably of the
Samson family, which led her so o
name her son. The establishment of a
permanent Indian village at Mowegan af-
forded an opportanity for the milssionary
tencher, wnd when Sameon was len Years
old, Jonathan Barber enme among them
to attempt w echool. After o time this
school was given up a8 n fallure. Then
the minlster, Youny David Jewelt, caome
nmony them onge o fortnight in the sum=-
mer, Minigters from the region rooand
abhout eame, and the rasnlt was the
awakening of a few in the tribe to o denga
of thelr heathen condition, Samson Og=
com, then 16 yeara of age, was ona of
these, and for slx months he was strog-
gling out of darkness toward the light.
When he wag 17 he found the light,
which roused ancw a thirst for learaing,
aod Kindled a pity for his poor people.
In gix months he hud lesrued to read in
the New Testament withent spalling the
worids, and sll alone be plodded on, par-

ened by the idea chat he might
Instruet  cthe resi  of his tribe
It had beem wenerally supposed

that Tev, Eleazar Wheelock of Lebruon
dug this diamond from the earth and pol-
Pabied ft, Lot it geems to have been already
glittering before Wheeloek met with 1k
1t was Occom who sought out Wheeloek,
wod not Wheeloek who gought out Decom.
Oeeom spent fonr veara with Wheslook,
On Dee, 8, 1748, Oceom began s diary,
which he contiuned thro life, Duoaring the
winter of 1747 Lie taught sehool in a parc
of New London, aad bn thespring studied
Hebrew In Lebanon, noder Bev. Benja-
min Powesroy., Lo November. 1740, he
began a work as] echoolmaster, counselor,
judge and preacher amoung tha Montauk
Indians in Loog Isiand, which lasted 12
yaurs, amd was greatly blessed to the
permanent elevation of many o thus
tribe, About 1751, he married Mary
Fowler, a danrhter of the Montank tribe,
and she was thro'out her life a woman
worthy of him. Occom's pupils made
rapid progress, and some afterwards came
to HBrothertowmn. Among Lhess were
two boys, the brothers of his wife, Tavid
and Jacob Fowler. The former
was born In 1735, the Intter was proba bly
yvounger. In Jonwe 1761, Samson Ooeom
and David Fowler st forth to
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oarry the gospel and eivilization to
the Guélda Indiane, At Ooelda a log
hut was bulle lor Oceom, and he re-
mained until fall. For three aeasons
following he made slmilar visits o
ADueldn, spending considerable time there,
anid between his jourveys e preached to
the Indlans of New Engluud, David
Fowler, the Mercory of the Indian mis-
slons, meanwhile went and came. Jaeob
Fowler was then at Lebanon preparing
to be a teacher, and he met there alio
Joseph Johnson, & young Molegan, the
eloguent pleader and diplomat n dozen
wears later, and the foture bhusband of
Orepom’s danghter Tabitha, and o0 the
fourth of this remurkable family group.
These four were the projectors of the re-
moval to Brothertown, After 1763 Oecom
had po connectlon with the Opeida mis-
slon, but Joseph Johoson was Ffor & thmae
teacher under Semuel Rirklawd, who
followed Occom in 1766, amdl David
Fowler and Haunsh, hila wife,
were the support aud comfort of
that berole missionary thro his  most
trying vears. The eharscter of Dawid
Fuowler 18 deserving of the bighest praise,
Oacom was 1o Mobegan in the heat of the
renewed coutroversy on the Mason land
case. Rev. Nathaplel Whitaker and
Oeeom sailed for England, December 23,
1763, and were abrosd bearly LwWo Years
Evervone kuows that Occom  collected
about £10,000 sterliog, which was de-
ited with truatees in Enpgland, the
arl of Dartmouth at the bead; and thae
these fumids were cmployed in founding
Dartmonth eollege, which succeeded to
Moor's Indiae charliy school. But few
are aware that Samson Oecom did not
agres with Dr. Wheelock o this ap=
roprlatlon of the money. Samuel
irkland did wet, and both Oecom snd
Kirkiand protested that a college in tha
wools of Coos would nol boe a imaterial
benefit to the Indisn missions,

After Oceom retnrned from England
he was stationed at Mohegai, sometlimes
preaching in neighboring or distant
churches, but usually engaged in towns
among the Indians within a radive of 60
miles, The support afforded him was
very meager. It has been repeated| v ms-
serted that during this period he fell iuto
intemperance. The originsl authority for
the charge wns a confession by Occom
himeslf. The presbytery entered into a
consideratlon of the matter. and floally
decided that ‘all the sensations ofintoxi-
eatlon which be condemned himself for
arose, not from any degres of intemperate
drinking, but from haviog draok a small
quauntity of apirituous liquor after hay-
ing been all day without food," On Sept,
4, 1772, Occom preanched n sermon at the
exerution of an Indian murderer named
Moses Paul, and It was the most famous
temperance sermon of the time. Ocoom
alterwards izsaed a little volume ealled
‘A Cholce Collection of Hymns and
Bpiritual Sooge' Occom is koown fo-

day wholly thro the hymo beginning
‘Awakened by Sleai's Awfol Soond,”
which wae originally *Waked by the
Gospel's Joyful Soaud. This belng one
of his later cowmpositions did woc appear
in iz own hymn book. Ameng Occon's
wanuscripts is one of the Nativity, which
12 o better sumpls of his usnal composi-
tlon:

Eheplerds rejoioe, 11IL up vour eyes,
And geEnd vour fears aWay.

Hews Irom e regions of the akies ]
SRIvALION"S born o-iay,

Thers wera three editiovs of Qecom's
byimn book. Ocetm Seems (o have «Xer-
clsed A Missionary's care oVer SeVeD par-
ticular places:; Mohegan, Montauk, L. 1,
Niantie, Groton, Farmington, Stonlsg-
ton and Chariestown, K. 1.  And here we
gather up again the lives of the others
thres Indians associated with him, for
they were located in one or the other of
these places most of the time as tenchers
and nreachers until the revelutton. Iavid
Fowler was mainly at Moumuk. Jecob
Fowler taught at Groton, begun to preach.
in 1774 and the year followlog became
master of the Indian sehool at Hanover,
Joseph Jobngen uwnderweoot a religions
transformation in 1772, and io the next
year opened a school among the Indinns
al Farmington. So it was cthst they all
came Lo be interested in 8 plan which was
devised by Sameon Oceow, to remove Lo
MNew York. to establish in the Ouvelda
country a town governed after the Cons
nectient model, the townsmen wholly In=
dinus, given to agriculture. who would be
a meand of Christianizing and elvilizing
the aavages about them,"

Mr. Love epoke of the arrapgements
subsequently made, the offer hy the
Oneidas Lo give them Inads ten miles
sguare, and continoing aaild on Juiy 8,
1774, Samson Oceom nnd David Fowler
Beb out Lo view the lands, and settle 18
bounduriea aod they took back a
deed of gift dated Oct. 4, 1774 Then
cam# tha ravoluticoary war, whish
interfered with the plans made. Dur-
ing the war QOc¢com, the Fowlers mud
Jobhneon wera the Indian herces of New
England. The first emigration o the
lands given by the Oneidas was in 1784,
altivy some families had gone there sarii=
&r. Jmuph Johnson had been dend sev=
eral venrs. The emigrania who started
for the Oneida conntry on May 5 1784, in-
cluded about 20 fnmilies, and amooyg them.
wers Jacob Fowler and Oeeom’s son=in=
law, Anthony Paul, Oceom went us far
a8 Albany. preachlng thereabouts and
sending on funds,

On Oet, 94, 1786, Oececom visited the
Ouneida eountry, remniaing there some
time. It was on a Sabbath evening that
he and David Fowler, who had et him
on the Mohawk, drew near to David's
home, It was the best of the settlemant
and |ocated on the hill whieh had hitherto
been and for several years coatinted (o
be the center of the town. As Lhey ap-




r

proached the honse they hearid singing,
sl kosw the people wera engaged in
worship. Oceom went lu and ag affesi-
ing seene followed. Before the com-
pany separated thelr Moges blessed tham
a8 those who had eomwe into thelr prom-
ised land, Thoe next day COcrom was
Vigited by some of the Oneida Ladians,
The following evening ihe young folks
wenl & mile to Abrahsm Sthnoeo™ o slng,
O the 20th they hosked eorn in troe
New Eoglund fashion, and as they
husked they sang Psalma, Nov. 3 thers
wuk oomarringe, the [rst celebrated In
the new scttlement. The next Sasbhath
CQveom preached to the Stockbridge In-
dians, six miles away. [t might hava
been cailed an election gefmon, and 16
was appropriste, for cthe nexi day, Nov,
7. 1785, Uccom's company met at David
Fowler's to orgailZe s goVerniment.

The town wada named Brothertown.
dacolr Fowier was chosen clerk, Roger
Wauby, David Fowler, Ehjah Wampy,
Jonn Tahy aod Abrabam Simon Were
CHUSEN LEdskers [OF A Feaf & new board of
trustecs Lo be cliosen anupually, Andraw
Acarrocsiul and  Thomas Putebnuker
were elected fenoe viewers for a year. IE
waug deetled to have n eonter sear David
Fuwier's house, The maln streets were Lo
rao portl and south asd east and west,
Lo orosa at the eesnter. It wus resolved
o live in peace and friendsbip, amd
everyune Lo bear Wlg part of  pablie
charge 1a the town., The people asked
O o be w tescher swong them, sod
bie gonsented, and agreed to make the
Lewn s ome, This was the founding
ol Brothertown., The people continned
unider thewr owo orgadiization, inter-
rapted by lwod difienlties, untll they
Wi e ciprowered By wo act of the ganeral
nsembey. Febe 2L 178L  Then they
went on, uutil by the net of Mareh 31,
1785, ihe peacewnkers, o Selectmen,
Wers appointed by the governor, and
cotineil of the state, The onginal tract
wns Pediesid by the treaty of Seph 22
1788, to twa piles in bresidih mmil thras
miled in length. aml thisa agaln Wig Fas
duced by the aet of Mareh 31, 1795, to 145
lots ou the western side of the tractk now
lneluded in Kirkinnd aod Marshaell, and
Whieh waa seb apart to the Brothertown
Indtinng and without power to allenore 16

Ad o this community of 1785 it 18 im-
portiet to cmphasize three fuctz: 1, The
center of the settlement was at Dawvud
Fowlier's, Ulie trail lelt the present Deans-
ville road n mile or wore north of the
preseat town and led up ever the hill w
Fowiers and over 18 westward thro Stock-
bridge, They were proposing to intergect
tlis with a rosd rannkog north anid south.
2, We already have the origin of the Sam-
800 Oeemn’®  weelesissticnl relations, a

arish having two places of worship, ona
n Brothertown st David Fowler's and the
oLher in Stockurldge nt Hendrick Aupan-
imiit's or Captain Hendrick as he was
culled, Thie reiation contivoed o Qveom’s
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death, the Stockbridgers going to Fowler's

wod the Brothertowns t0 Heudrick's on al-
terpate Sundays. On November 28 and

28, 1787, thesa two eonjointly
and formerly ealled Oeeom o
ba their minister and ha

accapbed the eall. A ereed or confession
of unpspal interest was drawn up, which
aleo declarad thelr purpose in golng Into
the wilderuess. The papera are siill ex-
taot, The church subsequontly became
Presbyterian, aud Occom says it was the
firat ever organized among the ludiaps
without the sssistauee of a white man. 3,
A consllerable part, and certainly the in-
fluential part, of these Brothertown set-
tiers were connected by tiea of Kindred
with Samson (ecom.

A week after the first town meeting,
Ooeom returned o New England, Kach
sengon, antil his permanent removal li
1788, he spant witii them the time from
July oo November, OF the balance, much
wal occtpled la his jeurieys th and fro, a8
he preachiesd and performed pa.a.l'.ul'al
Inpors among the new setilements along
the thoro'fare of emigration. e waz
known as the missionary of the wilder-
naas.

All went well at Brothertown antil
1757, wheo those troubles began concern-
iiig the lands, which broke up their cown
povernmaent, divided the people nto the
Fowler wnd the Wampy factions, alien-
ated the latter from Ccemmn nod embit=
tered his latter days. The substance of
the waktter was that some of the Opeidas
wished them to yield their tract, and live
at large npon their lands. This Oceom
and his party properly and wisely de-
clined to do, and tho ihe treaty of Sepk
93 1788, coofirmed chelr tithe, It
did not remove the bitterness which
hail been engendersd by the sssistauce
whieh Elijuh Wampy nnd others had
given to the scheme, Then the whitea
came in and the Indlans begoan to lenss
their original locations to them—as they
were empowered lo do for a period of ten
years by the aet of Feb. 25, 1780—and
when they had taken up other farms they
leaged them alga, Occom, whose party
was largely made up frum his connections,
foresaw tho result, and opposed the leas=-
ing by ludividuals without the consent of
the whole; and at his suggestion the gen-
eral assembly of New York, who agreed
with him on evary point raised, embodiad
mn the aec of Fen. 21, 1791,
witich conatituted them a town, & proviss
lon for the spportionment aud eontrol
of the land by threstrostees, to be elegted
by the town aud approved by tha mayor
of the city of Albany. Meanwhile other
Indisns had come smong them from New
Englaond, sod many of these were part
pegro blood. With a foresight which
was eharacterlsile and remarkable, Oc-
com had introducad into the orlginal
deed of gift, Oct. 4, 1774, a condition that
no such should have any right to land in
Brotbertown, for his purpoge was to



ke the New England blood pure
aud preserve a tribal unity. "his
provision Was never se taside and so long
a8 they held the land they were s pecalisr
ople. But these interlopers joioed the
essing party, whose actions were of
eourae agresable to the whites, nnd it goon
beeame so unpleasant for Occom that he
moved In” the latter part of 1781 to New
Stockbridge.  After he had besn several
years [n bl unmerked prave, the general
assembly of New York, be it said to its
honor, undid the mischief of his cnemies,

and ‘' with wore moral than Irgal
justice, #et apart the owe hun-
dred  and  forty-nine lots, ejecting

the whites located thereupon aod sold
the remalinder of the tract to settiers for
the benefit of the Brothertown Indians,
Then Moses diea, but his wisdom had
besn wrought into the structure of the
town, into its stringent laws concerning
intemperance] and viee, labor mod im-
provements, edocation and  worghip,
which proved at least Lo be the salvation
of & remnant. Theaw, abont 40 yeara af-
terwards, guld their lands and removed to
Wisconsing nnd thelr surviving descend-
ante, intelligent. Christian citizens, testi-
Iy to Oecow’s labors,

Weo come now to our final inguolry:
Whers was Samzon Oceom burled P Itis
uot a point opou which we can expect
the bestimmony of an lnsedbed gravestone,
for he died too early, and uafurtunately
no chironieler hae left a defivite record.
But with the Information we now have
we rFhall  surely  agree that he
WhE burled with  his kindred,
When Occom moved to Brothertown iu
1788 he had a lot which his Lndlan parish-
loners had ¢leared for bhim and uodoobit-
eidl¥ & house, and this wad near hig son-
in-law, Anthouy Paul, who was upon lot
10 in the survey of 1795, John Tuabis bad
Jot 11, and it was upsn Lis laud that the
log sghool house was buile about that
time. All the later gattlers located in the
valley near what s now Deansvilie. HBot
this was four yesrs after the [ound-
g of the town Aand  Beven
after the first settlers had arrived,
and durlng that tlime death had nob been
idle, As it was the first intention to have
u center at David Fowler's ou the hill,
lota 106 and 118, near Elijah Wampy's
lot 117, as they worshiped in Fowler's
barn for aeveral years, intending to buoild
a meeting house there, where it wounld be
accessibie to the Stockbridge branch of
the eongregation, It Is altogether proba-
Bla that they early loeated a buorsl
ground near the place, aecording to the
cugtom in New England. After the town
was eatablished in the valley and the dis-
genslons arose, thers was a reason Why
those who had besn bitter agaipsge Fow-
ler ghould not be buried on his lamd, and
g0 the early cemetery would Decome o

mily burial place
fasSameon Oeepn died at New Stock-
bridge or Tuscarors, Saturday, July 14,
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1792 He had lived there but a lew
mouths. Mr. Love hers resd two ae-
connts of Ucsomn’s denth, one given in
FPrime's history of Long Istand and cop=
ied ln Sprague’s Anunals, and the other
from the Connecticut Gagette. Hew
Samuel Kirkland preached the foneral
sermon. A Mohegan should not rest
awuy from his ows, from their homwes and
their graves; 8o it must bave been thab
the body of this Indian Moees was borpe
up the hill and laid beside bhis own dust

On the 20th of June, 1533, a visit waa
made 0 Brothertown to find this burisl
ground, whieh had beesn suppoaed to be
nanr David Fowler's house.  This farc s
now owned by Andrew Weir, who draws
water from the well which David Fowler
duy, and which marks the place where
the firet house in the town Rlood, Ino tha
eilge of the woods, wlileli was o grove 100
years ago, a boria! ground was found
where there are more graves than may at
firat appenr. The woodsmau's sled lLas
broken off the tops of 0 row
of gravestooes, and unmarked graves
lhave been somewhat leveled, sava
in  the outer clrele, where Iarger
monnis indicate some  buriels after the
Indisy fashiion. “Uhe last 50 years would
probably have swept away all potlee of
the place, had it not been that the Fow-
lera, bofore they moved to Wisconain,
years after David Fowler's death, and so
long after bis wife's death that they had
forgotten the day of the month she died,
ralsed a white marble stones anld enclosed
a little space aboeut with o rwle fenes.
Nune who chance Lo pass that way paoss
to houor the most falthful of Indian
friends, the first settler of Brothertown,
They Knew padght of him snnd ooly read
the inseription: *“Davwld Fowler, dued
March 3 1807, amet 72 Fours,
Hanuah, wife of David Fowler, died
August, 1311, aged 64 vears.” Koowing
as we gow do the glory of these two lives,
Sameon Ocoom sud David Fowler, how
they Were associated as miolster aod eoii-
vert, teacher aud puml, misgionary com-
pauions, allies ln strife and friends io
peace; above all as brothers boood by
ona they loved devotedly. it must be that
the dust of him who was the glory of the
lodian nation now sleeps in one of thoae
negiected and unmarked graves.

In eonclusion Mr., Love said: “Gentle-
men of the Onelds Distorieal sosiely—AL
the memorial services on the reinterment
of lsane Paris; the melodioos voice of
ong of yoor members from Collegre HIlL,
which | have been taught te heed Trom
my vouth nttered these words: ‘Aflwr
this day's memorial has been compleved
an ¢ffort should be made to fiud thae lost
grave of Hev. Samson Oecom, whosa fame
a8 a fervid Indian preacher lives in the
early history and traditlons of Onelda
county,” This was theseed, and if it shall
géem L0 you to have brooght forth any
results, I have but discharged o duty in
Fleldlng to you the harvest,™
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